[image: image4.jpg]” on a Tuesday



Sunday 30 October 2011
The humble honoured
Year A - Pentecost 20 - 64A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Joshua 3.7-17 Joshua gives instructions about crossing the Jordan River into the promised land. As the priests lead the way, the Lord stops the flow of the river so that the Israelites can cross.
Psalm 107.1-7, 33-37 A psalm in praise of the Lord who rescues his people from trouble and brings them to safety.
1 Thessalonians 2.9-13 Paul reminds the Thessalonians of how he laboured to bring the gospel message to them.
Matthew 23.1-12 Jesus talks to the crowd and to his disciples about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and teachers of the law. They love titles and prestige. By contrast Jesus calls his own followers to humility. 
It is Reformation Sunday today because it is the nearest Sunday to 31 October, the day Luther posted his 95 theses on the church door in Wittenburg. The following alternative readings are given: 
Amos 5.14-21 
Psalm 106.1-12 
1 Peter 2.1-10 
Luke 6.46-49 
This is an ideal opportunity to tell the story of Martin Luther, Jean Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, Menno Simons or one of the lesser known Reformation leaders.  

Being All Saints’ Day on Tuesday means that Monday evening is the eve of All Saints’ (hallows) Day or Hallowe’en and next Sunday is All Saints Sunday. The recent Americanisation Hallowe’en in New Zealand has been a boon to retailers and a bane to those who don’t enjoy the visits of anonymous trick or treaters. However there are other traditions:

· In rural areas of Ireland bonfires are lit on Hallowe’en. Both Ireland and Scotland have a tradition of playing party games like biting apples on a string or “bobbing” for apples in water.
· In Europe in the Middle Ages a story was told of the dead coming to life on this evening to eat ordinary food. A tradition developed of making small cakes called “soul cakes” for the dead. Of course, the dead didn’t come so the cakes were given to the poor (perhaps the origin of trick or treating).

· In Central America this is a happy, festival season when people recall the good memories of times spent with friends and family who have now died. Family graves are colourfully and elaborately decorated. 



	Introduction / Background

	Today we continue in the gospel stream, following a series of themes from Matthew that takes us to the end of the church year and up to the season of Advent. For those planning ahead the rest of the series looks like this:

     Matthew 23.1-12
- The humble honoured 
30 October

     Matthew 25.1-13 
- A story of ten girls 

6 November

     Matthew 25.14-30 
- A story about using gifts 
13 November

     Matthew 25.31-46 
- Sheep and goats 

20 November


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Jesus knows only too well the pride associated with our human nature that seeks to vie for position and status. James and John had come to him and asked, “when you come in your glory, please let one of us sit at your right side and the other at your left” (Mark 10.36). His reaction to any such grasping for status or social climbing is direct and specific.
Amazingly, many people seem to miss just how subversive the words of Jesus are in today’s gospel passage from Matthew. When he comes to talk about power and authority amongst his followers Jesus gives some specific instructions. After criticising the Pharisees because “they love the best seats at banquets and the front seats in the meeting places” (Matthew 23.6) he turns to his own followers and says, “none of you should be called a teacher. You have only one teacher, and all of you are like brothers and sisters. Don't call anyone on earth your father. All of you have the same Father in heaven. None of you should be called the leader. The Messiah is your only leader. Whoever is the greatest should be the servant of the others. If you put yourself above others, you will be put down. But if you humble yourself, you will be honoured.” (Matthew 23.8-12).
According to the New Testament every Christian is called to a ministry role. Some have leadership and speaking gifts that make them very visible, while others have gifts of service and intercession which are less visible. The difference is a matter of function, not status. We are all to serve, says Jesus, as brothers and sisters. 
Some movies that come to mind that pick up the theme of honourable humility:

Driving Miss Daisy (1989 - PG) starring Morgan Freeman and Jessica Tandy. Set in Atlanta, Georgia in the middle of last century, it tells of a chauffeur (Freeman) who achieves a place of dignity through quiet, humble, devoted service. In a sense both Miss Daisy and her driver become servants through the relationship that develops.

Gandhi (1982 - PG) won eight Academy Awards including best picture. The role that shot Ben Kingsley to fame was playing Mahatma Gandhi in this biographical movie. By turning is back on possessions to serve his people, Gandhi uses non-violent, passive resistance to guide the nation of India to independence. 

Mother Teresa (2003 - PG) starring Olivia Hussey. This film tells the story of the faith of a simple and determined Albanian nun who served the poor, dying and abandoned in the slums of Calcutta.
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	1. Balloons
    If you are using the idea from the children’s section (below) in the service,    

    decorate the front of the church with balloons. 
2. A heavy pack and a helium balloon
Piling heavy burdens on people’s shoulders

or

lifting off those things that bind us

   Use a large, full tramping pack to illustrate how the “oughts” of other people can
   be a burden to us. Jesus talked about the Pharisees with all their rules saying, “they pile heavy burdens on people’s shoulders.” Help someone to put the pack on their shoulders and remark how heavy it is. (Alternatively, you could get everyone to press down on the shoulders of the person in front of them.)
The desire of Jesus is to free us, not to burden us. Write the word “burden” on a piece of paper and tie to a helium balloon before releasing it. (NB If you don’t have the string long enough to retrieve it from the ceiling afterwards, you’ll have to wait for the balloon to eventually deflate.)


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	In our gospel reading today we meet Jesus in his on-going conflict with the Pharisees and teachers of the law. We need a little bit of background information to see exactly what’s going on here.
While we may view the Pharisees always as being the bad guys, at heart they were seeking to please God by adhering to his law. And initially, Jesus seems to be commending them. “Obey everything they teach you,” he says. (Matthew 23.3) In this instruction Jesus is reinforcing the importance of the two great commandments that we talked about last week: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. This is the greatest commandment. And the second is like it, love others as much as you love yourself. (Matthew 22.37-39)
But he goes on to say, “They pile heavy burdens on people’s shoulders.” (Matthew 23.4) The trouble was that the Pharisees had collected so many rules and regulations to act as a ‘hedge’ around the law, that the ordinary people had neither the time nor money to comply with them all. In writing off these ordinary people the Pharisees had neglected one of the great commandments – that they should love their neighbour as themselves. Instead of lifting people into the presence of God, the host of rules had become a burden that held people down.
This situation has relevance for us. For it is not uncommon to find, in our own day, that people regard the Christian faith as a list of prohibitions that hold people down. How important then that we all present the gospel instead as having the power to liberate people from those things that bind them. 

Further, in response to the instruction in the Book of Law that God’s commandments should serve “as sign on your hand and as a reminder on your forehead” (Exodus 13.9) the Jewish people started to literally wear the scriptures in small leather boxes on their hands and forehead. There’s nothing new about Biblical literalism! The Pharisees took this to an extreme by making their boxes bigger so that they could make a show of their spirituality. In addition they wore tassels on the corners of their robes as a sign of their love for God and… you guessed it… the Pharisee’s tassels were XXXL size. 

While these practices may sound distinctly odd – the human heart has not changed one bit and so, though this passage, Jesus speaks to us this morning. First of all he says to us:

Keep our actions consistent with our words
Put another way, this is the old adage telling us to “practice what we preach.” So often Christians are accused of being hypocrites. But this is not a matter of being perfect but being authentic. 

If Christians believe in justice we should be seen to be working for the disadvantaged. The thing that Jesus accused the Pharisees of was not lifting a finger to help (Matthew 23.4).  It is our actions in helping and serving others that speaks volumes about our faith.

If Christians believe in forgiveness, we should be seen to be those who admit our mistakes and try to do better. How we behave when we slip up should mark us apart from others, because we have a forgiving God who is always willing to give us a fresh start. This also shapes the way we handle the faults of others. 
Despite their faults, the New Testament writers seem to have no hesitation in saying, “imitate me”. The truth is that, whether we are a good example or not, there are people who come under our influence who do imitate us. How important then that our actions are consistent with the faith we profess.
Beware the lure of status
It’s only a few religious professionals that would want to use their clerical robes or insistence on title as a means to find status. (I was reprimanded once by a minister because I didn’t address my mail to him with the prefix “Reverend Dr”!) Outside of ecclesiastical circles, our secular Western society is more likely to regard this sort of grasping for status with derision than admiration. 

However, Jesus’ words speak about all our attempts to grasp for status. The love of being seated at the front and at the head table applies as much to being seen in a corporate box at Eden Park as it does to loving the prominence of being seated on the stage at the public meeting. They also ask us to look carefully at all those other means by which we vie for status:

     The cell phone we use
     The car we drive

     The letters we put behind our name

     The suburb in which we live
     The brand of shoes we wear

     The positions we hold

     The school we attend

     The gang we join

These can all be ways in which we try to put ourselves above others. We are reminded to think of our Lord and Master who, in the same week that he spoke of such things, carried his cross to Calvary’s hill where he died as a criminal among other criminals.
Look for a place of service
As with the Pharisees, our trouble is that we can become overly concerned with externals and how we think appear to others. To keep things in perspective Jesus advises us to look for a place of humble service. In its simplest form, service is just being willing and available to help other people. In serving we replace our concern for ourselves with a concern for the welfare of others. “Whoever is the greatest,” says Jesus, “should be the servant of others.” 


	Illustrations / Stories

	Don’t do as I do

The man at the camping shop was good at his job.
‘This is the kind of tent you’ll need,’ he said. It’ll last through all weathers, enough room for all your kit, easy to put up.’

Gratefully, I added it to my pile of maps, socks and water-proof clothing. Then it was time for boots.

‘These are the best there are,’ he said, Solid sole, dependable uppers, support for the ankles, walk through mud or grass or pebbles or hard rock. Just the job.’

I agreed. Then we came to cooking equipment. Again he knew just what I needed: the stove, the fuel, the storage boxes. And the same with the food itself: packs of long-lasting, but nourishing food and drink. I’d have to get water from day to day (or refill the bottles from mountain streams), but here were a couple of bottles to start me off. 

Then it was the sleeping bag, then it was something to burn to keep insects away, then it was a torch and an emergency first aid kit. And so on.

Finally it was the pack. ‘This should be big enough,’ he said lifting down an enormous haversack. ‘And its waterproof, too, and, yes, sits nicely on the shoulders, that one.’
As I paid the bill his assistant kindly and carefully placed all the items into the pack itself. It rested, invitingly, on the counter beside the till, full of all my new holiday lifestyle. 

I tried to pick it up and swing it round onto my back, casually, as though I did this sort of thing every day. An awkward moment. I changed my mind and turned around, away from the counter, bent my knees a little to get to the right level, and inched backwards towards the huge pack. The assistant helped me get my arms into the straps. I straightened my knees and smiled bravely, wondering if I could get out of the shop, let alone a hundred miles through the mountains. 

‘What sort of holidays do you have then?’ I asked the expert salesman.

‘Oh, I just go to the seaside,’ he said. ‘Bad back. Can’t carry stuff like that.’
Tom Wright, Matthew for Everyone Part 2 (London: SPCK, 2002) p96-97
Quotes
Preach the Gospel always, and if necessary, use words.
Attributed to St Francis of Assisi

We do well to remember, before we consign the concept of spiritual leadership to the arena of the superstar, that we serve a God who invaded this planet as a small, fragile baby.
Stanley Rinehart
Of all the classical Spiritual Disciplines, service is the most conductive to the growth of humility. When we set out on a consciously chosen course of action that accents the good of other and is for the most part a hidden work, a deep change occurs in our spirit.
Richard Foster
They’ve got wires

I was at college to pick up my kids after school and looking at all the students pouring out of the college grounds. Many of them were plugged into their personal music players – the dangling wires tangled around bags and books.  When my lot arrived I reflected to them that we should have portable media players with wireless ear-plugs. 

“But dad, the wires are cool. If you’ve got white ones it means you’ve got an iPod.”

 

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All to Jesus I surrender CMP 25; S1 15
At the name of Jesus WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33
Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8
Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71
From heaven you came CMP 162; S1 114
Give thanks SIS 509; CMP 170; S1 118

Here is the place  AA 60

Humble yourselves therefore SIS 116
Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand S2 752

Kneels at the feet of his friends WOV 561
Lord make me like you SIS 281

May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887
O dearest Lord, your sacred head WOV 539; H&P 172
O Thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 735; CMP 525; 

     S1 416
Purify my heart CMP 921; S1 436

Spirit of the living God H&P 295; SIS 303; CMP 612; S1 462
There’s wideness in God’s mercy WOV 72; H&P 230; CMP 683
When the music fades CMP 1016; S1 576
Who sweeps the stable? HIOS 154


	Prayers

	Collect

Merciful Lord, 

you have taught us through your Son 

that love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Grant that we may love you with our whole heart 

and our neighbours as ourselves; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 107 (selection)

Shout praises to the Lord! 

He is good to us, 

and his love never fails. 

Everyone the Lord has rescued 

from trouble 

praise him, 

everyone he has brought 

from the east and the west, 

the north and the south. 
Some of you were lost 

in the scorching desert, 

far from a town. 

You were hungry and thirsty 

and about to give up. 
You were in serious trouble, 

but you prayed to the Lord, 

and he rescued you. 

Right away he brought you 

to a town. 

Praise the Lord for his love 

and for the wonderful things 

he does for all of us. 

To everyone who is thirsty, 

he gives something to drink; 

to everyone who is hungry, 

he gives good things to eat. 

You were in serious trouble, 

but you prayed to the Lord, 

and he rescued you. 

He brought you out 

of the deepest darkness 

and broke your chains. 

Praise the Lord for his love 

and for the wonderful things 

he does for all of us. 

Be wise! Remember this 

and think about the kindness of the Lord.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
A prayer for humility

Creator of the foundations of the earth,

May I wear the jersey of humility 

with a self-knowledge found in the simple life style.

Let those who quest for power and privilege 
realise their deepest desires 

are met, not in worshipping their own ego, 

or putting others down, 

instead in the contemplation 

of parenting a maturity in others, 

to let the meek inherit the earth, 

through our courage to scrum together, Amen.

© John Howell from Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church, 2009) used with permission


	Children
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	When our ideas about ourselves get over-inflated
Bring along a packet of balloons. Blow one up just a little bit. Explain that balloons are really good when they are blown up just the right amount. However some people are a bit like this balloon that is blown up only a little. Because they don’t think they are any good at anything they are not able to reach their true potential.

Blow it up some more. Show the children what it looks like when it is just right. It would be good to tie it off now and keep it, but instead you are going to blow it up a bit more.

Now say that some people are a bit like this over-inflated balloon. This sometimes happens when a person does well by getting top in a test, or by scoring a try at a rugby game. They start to think that because they can do something well that they are better than other people. We often call this being “puffed up” or having an “inflated” idea of ourselves. It’s bit like this balloon it looks big, but it’s only full of air. Balloons, like puffed up people, are quite fragile really. 

Of course if we get too “full of ourselves” or too “puffed up” this is what happens… keep blowing up the balloon until it bursts. (If you really can’t bring yourself to do this, you could pop it with a pin.)

In our gospel reading today Jesus says, “If you put yourself above others, you will be put down.” Matthew 23.12
Give all the children a deflated balloon to take home. Remind them that the balloon is only good when there is the right amount of air in it.
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	Because of the on-going demand, Mission Resourcing has obtained extra copies of the “Test of Faith” DVDs and study books, put out by the Faraday Institute. These are available for free loan to use with a group in your church. The DVD has three half-hour presentations and the study book has suggested group discussion questions.

     Part 1   Are science and Christianity in conflict?

     Part 2   What does ‘creation’ mean?

     Part 3   Are humans no more than biological machines?

(There are also three supplementary studies which some groups have used) Request a DVD and a study book for the group leader from: nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz. 


	PowerPoint
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	The boxes containing scriptures worn on the forehead and hands are called ‘phylacteries’ and are used by some religious Jews to this day. This site has a couple of paintings depicting them. 
Google images for “balloons”
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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