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Sunday 3 April 2011
See clearly
Year A - Lent 4 - 22A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	1 Samuel 16.1-13 The prophet Samuel anoints David, the youngest son of Jesse, to be king. “The Lord told him… ‘People judge others by what they look like, but I judge people by what is in their hearts.’" 
Psalm 23 The famous shepherd’s psalm of David in which the Lord is described as a good shepherd who, in his kindness and love, looks after all our needs.
Ephesians 5.8-14 Those who are followers of the Lord are people of the light and need to give evidence of this by their good and honest behaviour.
John 9.1-41 Jesus heals a man who was blind from birth and this causes a dispute with the Pharisees who disapprove of healing on the Sabbath.


	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	John structures his gospel around just seven miracles of Jesus. He calls them “signs” because they are miracles that point to something. They show us something of the nature of God. Today’s gospel passage takes us to the sixth of these signs, and next week’s to the seventh, as we continue our Lenten series under the theme JOURNEY WITH JESUS. There are a few different directions you could go with today’s service. The narrative in chapter nine of John presents us with an interesting interplay of:

      people who can see, 
      people who can’t see, 
      and those who can see only partially. 
You could use these different views as the framework for your sermon. Who is it that sees clearly?
On the other hand, you could make preaching points out of the parallels some people see between:

       Go and wash (John 9.7)                              and baptism

       Siloam which means one who is sent (v8)  and the commission to go and 

                                                                            make disciples    
Or you could use today’s gospel reading to make the service into a healing service.

I suggest that you introduce your message by using your story-telling skills to re-tell the story of the man born blind.

An outline of the whole Lenten series can be found on the New Zealand Methodist website. (From the drop-down menu choose Ministry/ Refresh/ Lent-Easter preparations.) You will also find there a couple of special “10 minutes” for Holy Week. One gives a plan for a Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday (21 April) and the other resource is for Good Friday (22 April).
Lent is the traditional time for Christians to think about spiritual discipline and self denial. As an act of self denial the United Methodist website (General Board of Discipleship) makes a helpful suggestion that we encourage people to reduce their energy consumption during Lent. 

As a spiritual discipline I am suggesting that you encourage the memorising of a Bible text each week of Lent. I have reproduced last week’s one below followed by a new one for this week. Read it out and get the congregation to repeat it. Ask everyone to say it again several times during the service. Come back to it again next Sunday. You could offer a reward to children who have memorised it. 
Last Sunday’s memory verse 

By faith we have been made acceptable to God. And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at peace with God.

Romans 5.1 CEV
This Sunday’s memory verse

People judge others by what they look like, but I judge people by what is in their hearts.
1 Samuel 16.7 CEV (The Lord speaking)
As today’s psalm is the well-known Shepherd’s psalm I suggest that you capture people’s attention by reading it in an unfamiliar version. I have laid it out to be read responsively from The Message below.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Some movies that you may consider screening over Lent and Easter:
· Chocolat (2000 - M). A mother and her young daughter arrive in a small French village and open a chocolaterie during Lent, provoking the ire of the devout mayor. Raises the issue of compassion verses legalism which is a theme of today’s gospel reading. Nominated for five Academy awards.
· Godspell (1973 - G). A movie adaptation of the musical. Based on Matthew’s gospel but set in New York City.
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973 - M). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. 
· Jesus of Montreal (1989 - M). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.)

· Jesus the Movie (1979- G). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages.
· The Miracle Maker (2000 - PG). An engaging animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. 
· The Passion of the Christ (2004 - R15). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it a R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Dramatic Bible reading

The gospel reading this week is a long and interesting one. As it is full of dialogue, once again it lends itself to being presented as a dramatic reading. You will need to pre-arrange several voices:
     A narrator 
     Jesus

     The disciples

     The blind man

     The blind man’s parents

     The neighbours

     The Pharisees/ leaders
You could get everyone’s attention by doing this unannounced. The reader for the day comes to the front and only reads the narrator’s part. The others join in (with loud voices) at the appropriate times in from where they are seated in the congregation.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Our current Lenten series, JOURNEY WITH JESUS, takes us to encounters that Jesus had with all sorts of people. Today he meets up with a man who was born blind.
“Who’s to blame?” That was the question Jesus’ disciples had when they discovered the man who was born blind. The Jews in Jesus’ day thought that if things went wrong for them it was because you had done wrong. You reaped what you sowed. Some people today have the same idea. But if a person was born blind, they could hardly be to blame. Was it their parents fault?
Jesus countered by saying that this is not a “who’s to blame” situation, but a situation where you will see God at work.

Then he did a strange thing. He spat on the ground, made some mud with the spit and the dirt, rubbed it on the man’s eyes and told him to go and wash at the Pool of Siloam. Following this instruction the man came back seeing. 
Now the neighbours had eye trouble. They couldn’t believe their eyes. “Surely this is not our blind neighbour. Maybe it’s just someone who looks like him.”

So the neighbours took that man to the religious leaders. Some of them said, “This Jesus can’t be from God because he heals on the Sabbath.” But others asked, “how could a sinner do such signs?”

Jesus had broken the rules and the result was a miracle that the religious leaders didn’t want. But it wouldn’t go away. So they closed their eyes and pretended that it had. “The man was not blind to start off with. There is no miracle.” They called his parents to prove that no miracle had taken place. The man’s parents were scared. They didn’t want to get entangled in an argument about the religious laws. They simply said, “Yes, he is our son” and, “yes, he was born blind. But we don’t know how he got his sight or who gave it to him. Ask him! He’s old enough to speak for himself.”
The miracle just wouldn’t disappear. So the religious leaders went back to the man. He declared to them, “All I know is that I used to be blind and now I can see.” Then he did a little stirring, “Why are you asking me? Do you want to become his disciples?”

That made them really mad and they responded by banning him from the synagogue. When Jesus heard what had happened he went and found the man. Jesus revealed who he was to the man. Then the man, who was once blind, put his faith in Jesus and worshipped him. 
What does all this mean for our own JOURNEY WITH JESUS?
Don’t get too hung up on the rules
Moses had declared that there was to be no work on the Sabbath. Around this the religious leaders had built an intricate network of explanations, rules and guides to explain exactly what was meant by work. Making mud on the Sabbath and healing on the Sabbath were both definitely work and so prohibited. The religious leaders were so hung up on their rules that they sought to prevent the compassionate actions of Jesus.
We also have all sorts of ideas about how people should behave. So much so that the Christian faith is often identified by outsiders with a list of prohibitions: don’t drink, don’t smoke, don’t gamble, don’t swear. Jesus demonstrated that the compassion of God over-rides all our rules. God reaches out to people in all situations and meets them where he finds them. As a church it is our job to see that the grace of God is spread about. We want to be marked out by the things we stand for not the things we stand against. Are we known for the way we show unconditional love in our communities?
Discover more of Jesus
Look at the progression that the formerly blind man has in his understanding of Jesus. As we proceed through the narrative he sees more and more clearly who Jesus is:
· He starts off calling him “someone named Jesus” (John 9.11).

· Later he said, “he is a prophet!” (9.17). 
· Under further examination by the religious leaders he declared, “He came from God” (9.33). 
· And finally, after Jesus had found him again, he called him “Lord” and said “I put my faith in you.” (9.38).
Whereabouts do you find yourself along that line of discovery? To reach the point of calling Jesus “Lord” and putting our faith in him we must over-come our pride. It was the pride of the religious leaders that prevented them from seeing who Jesus really was. The man who was literally blind was healed and could see clearly, both physically and spiritually. It is only those who recognise their own blindness that get to see clearly. It is only by acknowledging our own short-comings that we find forgiveness. Meanwhile the religious leaders, who had excellent eye-sight are proved to be spiritually blind. It was their pride in the claims that they made for themselves kept them blind. “Now that you claim to see you’ll keep on being guilty” (9.41). It is those who are self-satisfied that remain blind. 
I have used the manuscript of The Xerox Equation by Brian K Smith in compiling these notes. The Xerox Equation is an unpublished commentary of the Gospel of John.


	Illustrations / Stories

	A dark room

Imagine walking into a dark room. You’ve just entered and the door shuts behind you. You can’t see a thing. Groping along the wall by the door you find the light-switch and flick it on. Now you can see clearly.
What you see is that the room is full of other people. They have been in the room a long time and have become accustomed to the dark. Their eyes had adjusted to the lack of light, but now that the light is switched on it’s too bright and it has blinded them. They can’t see. They could see before, but when the light came on they were blinded. 
Jesus said, “I am here to give sight to the blind and to make blind everyone who can see." (John 9.39). When we say that we can see fine without God the true light comes and blinds us. But when we admit that we are in darkness and need light, the true light comes and illuminates us. 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; S1 18
Christ is the world’s light WOV 191; H&P 455
Christ is the world’s true light WOV 178; H&P 456
Christ whose glory fills the skies MHB 924; WOV 140; H&P 457; CMP 79
Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose  AA 55

I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195

I heard the voice of Jesus say MHB 154; WOV 500; H&P 136; CMP 275; S1 206
In heavenly love abiding MHB 528; WOV 504; H&P 678; CMP 331; S2 782
Jesus, light of the world S2 836

Let the weak say ‘I am strong’ S2 862

Light of the world S3 1406

Longing for light S3 1409

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

O for a thousand tongues MHB 1; WOV 141; H&P 744; CMP 496; S1 383
One more step along the world I go H&P 746

Open our eyes Lord SIS 390; CMP 545; S3 1468
Open the eyes of my heart S2 926
The bread is blessed HIOS 131

The king of love my shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984
The Lord’s my shepherd MHB 50; WOV 16; H&P 70; CMP 660; S1 486
We are marching in the light of God CMP 954; S1 539


	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to 

follow link
	Collect

O God, rich in mercy, 
you so loved the world 
that, when we were dead in our sins, 

you sent your only Son for our deliverance. 

Lifted up from the earth 

he is light and life; 

exalted upon the cross, 

he is truth and salvation. 

Raise us up with Christ 

that we may walk as children of light. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

holy and mighty God, for ever and ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
In standing together, we face together

We face the cross, the centre of our faith
We face the road and the footpath, 

communication lines between the church 

  
and the community 



in which we work, live and play
We face the pulpit, the communion table, 


the public face of the church; 



and we stand to honour all that it stands for

In standing together, we demonstrate what we stand for:


Unity in Christ Jesus


A shared experience of what it means to tell out the gospel


A common-unity of people committed to Jesus
In worshipping


We declare in our music, 



our readings, 




our speaking, 





our prayers both heard and silent

Our listening


and our simply being present

that we are believers

Believers choosing this day to stand together 


in the mystery of fellowship and grace.
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
Psalm 23

God, my shepherd! I don't need a thing. 
   You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
      you find me quiet pools to drink from. 
True to your word, 
   you let me catch my breath 
   and send me in the right direction. 
Even when the way goes through Death Valley, 
   I'm not afraid 
      when you walk at my side. 
Your trusty shepherd's crook 
   makes me feel secure. 
You serve me a six-course dinner 
     right in front of my enemies. 
You revive my drooping head; 
     my cup brims with blessing. 

Your beauty and love chase after me 
      every day of my life. 
I'm back home in the house of God 
      for the rest of my life.
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
Lord we thank you that you’ve called us

We will journey with you Lord
You said, “Come and follow me.”

We will journey with you Lord
We will follow you to lead us

We will journey with you Lord
You are our trustworthy Guide

We will journey with you Lord
You hold our future in your hands

We will journey with you Lord
You are the living God
The Lord is our light
Let us praise our God together

The Lord is our light

and our salvation
He protects his people 

so that we need not be afraid

The Lord is our light

and our salvation

He calls us ‘the light of the world’

and gives us victory

The Lord is our light

and our salvation

He leads us like a shepherd

and carries us forever in his arms.

The Lord is our light

and our salvation

He sent his Son

to show us the way

The Lord is our light

and our salvation
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Children

	There’s a funny old word-play that goes like this:
      “I see,” said the blind man
      to his deaf dog

      as he picked up his hammer and saw.
It’s funny because there are double meanings:  “I see” can mean “I get it” as well as referring to your eyesight. And “saw” can be hand tool as well as seeing. It’s also funny because the man is speaking to a dog who can’t hear him.
Get someone to put a blind-fold or sleep mask on you. Then get the children to lead you around the front of the church. Tell them that they have to be your eyes and tell you about things you shouldn’t bang into, or steps you have to go up or down.

Afterwards tell the children how, even though you couldn’t see with your eyes, you could “see” some things in the sense of “getting it”. You could “see” that the children were very careful and trustworthy in leading you around (or not – if you fell down the stage steps!) 

Sometimes we see things with our eyes but we don’t really “get it.” Some people looked at all the destruction caused by the Christchurch earthquake but did not realise any responsibility to do anything about it. On the other hand some people said “I see” and had a mufti-day at school to raise money to help.
Today’s gospel story is about a blind man who Jesus healed. At the end of the story, not only could he see with his eyes but he could also see (in the sense of getting it) that Jesus was someone special sent from God to be trusted and worshipped. 


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for light: the sun, light-bulbs, lighthouses, candles.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

[image: image4.jpg]



Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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