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 Sunday 29 May 2011
Reaching further

Year A - Easter 6 - 36A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 17.22-31 Paul addresses the people of Athens. He commends them for 

being very religious and uses a quote from their poets as well as an inscription on 

an Athenian altar to begin to explain to them what God is like. God’s proof, he 
says, is in the resurrection of Jesus.
Psalm 66.8-20 The psalmist calls the people to shout praises to God. Though we 
may be tested, our God listens when we pray, is always kind, and answers us.
1 Peter 3.13-22 Peter encourages Christians not to be afraid even though they 

may have to suffer for doing right. Though he was innocent, Christ was put to 

death. “Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks you about your 
hope.”  
John 14.15-21 Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples to help 

them and show them what is true. He asks them to do as he commands. “If you 

love me, you will do what I have said.”
Matariki

The Maori New Year begins on 4 June. Matariki may be translated as tiny eyes, (or eyes of God) and refers to a star cluster, the Pleiades, that appears in the sky in June. The eyes are thought to watch over the land and its people. 
The appearance of Matariki signals a time of change and new growth. Many cultures recognise the logic of celebrating the New Year at the time of the turning of the season, after the end of the harvest (winter solstice). Matariki is a time to celebrate our history and learn from those who came before us. Matariki is also a time to celebrate our unique place in the world. It is a celebration of our culture, language and people. Matariki is an appropriate time to publicly pray for life and growth as well to offer prayers of thanksgiving. 
St Andrew’s on the Terrace has published an entire Matariki order of service in Maori and English. Read this as a pdf document. 
See also The Maori Language Commission website 


	NZ Music Month
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	This May is the 10th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we have been especially recommending kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
The Kiwi download

Go to the Life FM website click on ‘The Vault’ from the menu for a weekly free download of Kiwi Christian music.
New Zealand hymns and songs
E te Atua AA 31
From this holy time HIOS 31

God comes to us as one unheard HIOS 42

God was in Christ HIOS 49
Jumping Jesus HIOS 81

Where mountains rise to open skies AA 155
Wisdom be our guide HIOS 156
(For songbook key and foreign song suggestions see the Music section below)
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

God was in Christ No 49 in Hope is our Song, a creedal statement of faith (one of the nine listed under this theme in the indices to Hope is our Song). This song is included in the Viva Voce CD selection. This is a simple new song to pick up; the organist or pianist just needs to play the tune line once, and one or two strong voices familiar with the tune, will carry the congregation along. Words by Shirley Murray and music by Colin Gibson.

God comes to us as one unheard  No 42 in Hope is our Song. Hamilton writer of texts, Jocelyn Marshall, has eight texts in this book, all sung to well-known traditional tunes. Her message affirms ‘God in everything’, as the subtitle puts it, with words will empower and energise any and every congregation:

     God comes to us at every hour

     when strength and faith are weak;

     the smiles of friends, encircling arms,

     of reassurance speak.

     God comes in unexpected ways,

     surprising us with joy,

     reminding that the light of love

     no darkness can destroy.

     Teach us, O God, to recognise

     your spirit everywhere;

     make us aware, responsive, keen

     your love for all to share.

From this holy time  No 31 in Hope is our Song, words by Marnie Barrell and music by Barry Brinson, and included in the Viva  Voce CD selection.  Each verse concludes with the two lines, taken from Micah 6:8, a contemporary dedication for congregations to affirm as they travel on the way of, and on the way with, Jesus:

     Let this by our life,

     till Christ comes again –

     to love as he loves

     and work for God’s reign,

     this song in our hearts

     and this sign on our road:

     do justly, love mercy,

     walk humbly with God. 

Hymnbook Trust Resources: how to view and purchase. Two bookshops in Auckland are Albany Christian Store, 75 Corinthian Drive, and Church Stores, Ellerslie shopping centre. Epworth Books, 157B Karori Road, Wellington, offer a nationwide mail order service Freephone 0800 755 355. Ecclesia Books, Christchurch, and Catholic Books, Dunedin.


	Introduction / Summary

	The Acts of the Apostles is the story of the beginning of the church and it records the journey outwards of the gospel from Jerusalem. The gospel spreads in ever-growing circles until it reaches what was then the centre of the whole world, Rome. Our lectionary readings from Acts pick up something of this journey (although not sequentially). We are approaching the series under the following themes:

     May 8     Acts 2.14&36-41     Turn back

     May 15   Acts 2.42-47            Fellowship

     May 22   Acts 7.55-60            Costly witness

     May 29   Acts 17.22-31          Reaching further

     Jun 5      Acts 1.6-14              Start at home

     Jun 12    Acts 2.1-21              Pentecost

Today we pick up the story in Acts 17 when Paul preaches to the people of Athens. At the time Athens was second only to Corinth as the centre of Greek culture. Temples, monuments and sculpture survive today from the period and are still impressive. The challenge for the new missionary church was to read this culture and find bridges over which to carry the gospel. It is a similar challenge that we are faced with today – a challenge recognised by Vatican II.

…the Church has always had the duty of scrutinizing the signs of the times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel. Thus, in language intelligible to each generation, she can respond to the perennial questions which men ask about this present life and the life to come, and about the relationship of the one to the other. We must therefore recognize and understand the world in which we live, its explanations, its longings, and its often dramatic characteristics.
The Documents of Vatican II (Gaudium et Spes 4)



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	In keeping (vaguely?) with a theme of crossing barriers to communicate with people are:
Until the end of the world (1991) A Wim Wenders (writer and director) road movie starring William Hurt and Sam Neill. A lot of plots and subplots in this one. The story involves a device which is invented for the visually impaired and can record the brain patterns associated with seeing. Hurt’s character finds that it can also be used to record and view his dreams, and becomes addicted to doing just that. In a reverse take on using visual media to communicate, he is delivered from his addiction to this unreal world by communication through the medium of print.
Bridge over Troubled Water The Simon and Garfunkel hit single off the album (1970) by the same name. Read the lyrics.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Stacking cups prayer
Either get a set of stacking cups, or assemble some images of stacking cups to project. To illustrate the outward spread of the influence of the gospel lead in a stacking cups prayer. You could pre-arrange for a different person to pray each part of the prayer. Progressively pray for those further and further from you.
First take (or project) the smallest cup. Put it open side down on a table and lead in a prayer where people pray for their own needs: the activities of the day, their worries and concerns.
Next take the next largest cup, put it over the last one and pray for those we live with or are closest to us.

For the next largest cup pray for extended families.

Then neighbours and friends

Following that - church contacts, school and work mates

Then those in your community who you recognise but don’t know by name: the dairy owner, other neighbours

Pray for the needs of the nation – those most affected by the economic down-turn, those subjected to violence, immigrants seeking to find a home…

Finally, place the largest cup on top and pray for the world and its trouble spots.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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	When the first Jewish Christians sensed the call of God to take the gospel to people of other cultures they had a job on their hands! Jews were people who believed in one God and they had a strong sense of corporate belonging. However, the predominant culture of their known world was Greek. The Greek culture was quite different from their own. Greeks believed in many gods and they saw people much more as separate individuals.

Acts 17 tells us of the apostle Paul’s attempts to translate the gospel into the world-view of the Greeks. Taken to Mars Hill, he had the opportunity to explain the Christian message. Although he was upset by their idolatry, he had taken time to talk with people in the marketplace. He began his sermon to the people of Athens by speaking without judgement of the altars and idols by which people seek to reach out to God. He referred to an altar dedicated to an unknown God, and went on to explain how God has been made known. 

He then quoted their poets, in particular the idea that we are children of God. Developing this theme he moved on to the reconciliation with God made possible through the death and resurrection of Jesus. To some this sounded so ridiculous that they burst out laughing. Another group were more neutral and said, “We’ll hear you talk about this some other time.” However, some others put their faith in Jesus. So, when Paul left Athens, he left a group of new believers behind. 
Paul’s method is similar to the one used by the Apostle John, when he wrote his gospel with Greek readers in mind. Unlike the other gospel writers, John didn’t begin with a genealogy or with quotes from the Jewish prophets. Instead he began with a philosophical discourse on the Word, a concept familiar to Greeks. And, at the heart of his message, he replaced the Jewish concept of Kingdom of God with eternal life. 

Those involved in cross-cultural mission are well aware of this process. To communicate the gospel to an unchurched people-group, one first must understand something of the group’s distinctive culture, language, values and world-view. The marvellous thing about the Christian faith is its universal translatability. It resonates in every language and with every culture. 
In a previous era, Christian faith and values were dominant in New Zealand Pakeha culture. Perhaps not in the sense that they were adhered to, but they were known and understood to form a foundation for both the legal system and community morality. With the rapid secularisation of society this is no longer the case. Many in our society are now completely unaware of the gospel story and of Christian values. The church is even in danger now of becoming an isolated sub-culture, cut off from the mainstream. To communicate the gospel to many of the current generation we must use the same method that Paul used in Athens.  
What does that mean for us?
Listen

How on earth do we carry the gospel to contemporary New Zealand cultures? Understanding the good news is only half the job. We must also understand the culture. We need to have some understanding of the core values of those with whom we seek to communicate. In our multi-cultural society there is no one-size-fits-all answer. It is not the case that there is a singular secular worldview. We now live in a country with multiple competing world-views. More and more people pick and choose their beliefs and end up believing anything, everything or nothing. Belief and truth are privatised – “that’s your belief, I have my own.”

But by listening to the messages of the popular music, television and movies we can pick up some of the values people live by. The challenge is to listen to the questions that arise. 
· While many in the church still talk as though everyone was in search of truth, what people are more desperate for is authentic experience. Behind all the religious words we must ask, “Is the church able to offer and authentic experience of God, and an authentic experience of a loving Christian community?” 
· While much of our church life is still packaged as a presentation, it is more likely today that people will want to participate. What opportunities do we allow for involvement – for people to be able to express their faith and doubts?

· And while the church has been great with its use of words, some would suggest that we drown people in a sea of words. Effective communication in contemporary culture is more likely to be image based than word based.
Reframe

We can also take a page out of Paul’s book and reframe some of the messages from the popular culture of the day. By quoting a line here and a line there of the popular Athenian poets, he wasn’t trying to endorse the philosophical stance of their poets. He was just looking for a common starting point - Something that could belong comfortably in his own context. Finding some common ground to start a conversation is a sensible way to seek to communicate the gospel.
We need to recognise the impact that popular music and movies have in telling the stories and creating the myths of our own culture. We don’t have to look far to find, in the popular stories and songs, the search for meaning and significance. 
For example The Frey’s song You found me that repeatedly asks, “where were you?” is a great conversation starter as it questions where God is in time of tragedy. In his analysis of movies Robert Johnston coined the term Reel Spirituality. By reframing scenes and ideas from movies into our own context we give them a new meaning. By this understanding Billy Elliot can illustrate repentance (the change in attitude of the father) and Shrek can illustrate transfiguration… The possibilities are endless.
Realise
Realise that in our attempts to reach further, God is already at work ahead of us. He is at work in his world. Outside of the church, God is working in the minds and consciences of all those who seek to do good for humanity and for the earth. Paul, in his sermon to the Athenians explains that God gives life and breath to all people and isn’t far from any of us. He has done this so that people will look for him, reach out to him and find him (Acts 17.25 &27). We are built with an inherent restless longing for God. St Augustine puts it this way, “You have made us for yourself O God and our hearts are restless still until they find their rest in you”. 
The gospel that we carry is the good news that the knowledge of God, which people long for, is realised in the person of Jesus Christ. God is no longer the “unknown God” for he is made known in the resurrected Christ.  



	Illustrations / Stories

	Dionysius
As a result of Paul’s preaching at Athens some people put their faith in the Lord. Among the coverts to Christianity that day was a man called Dionysius (Acts 17.34). Dionysius was a senator or judge in the Athens court of justice (the Areopagus). According to the record of Eusebius, he went on to become the second bishop of Athens, a position he held from c52 until his death by martyrdom in c96. Dionysius is venerated in both the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches. The picture to the right shows St Dionysius as depicted by the Orthodox Church.
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Listening
Some years ago, when Afro-American evangelist Tom Skinner visited new Zealand he spoke of the listening ministry exercised by his church. Teams would be sent out from the church to visit the local pubs. There they would find people on their own and join them with the purpose of listening to them. Often the lonely drinkers would have problems to share. Eventually someone would say, “Why do you come here and listen to my problems?”  At that stage, and only then, the listener was told to be ready to "give a reason for the hope that is in you." (As our reading from 1 Peter today puts it.)



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620
All over the world SIS 51; CMP 18; S1 12
All people that on earth MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71
Father in heaven how we love you SIS 472; CMP 135; S1 96
For the beauty of the earth MHB 35; WOV 77; H&P 333; CMP 152
Great is your faithfulness H&P 66; CMP 200; S1 138
Holy Spirit come SIS 446; S1 180

How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

I hear a young child crying SIS 522

I the Lord of sea and sky CMP 857; S1 246

Jesus at your name we bow the knee CMP 355; S1 273

Lord of the heavens S1 333

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335
Lord we long for you to move in power SIS 521; CMP 448; S1 337
Morning has broken WOV 91; H&P 635; CMP 467
O worship the King MHB 8; WOV 67; H&P 28; CMP 528; S1 425
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; CMP 564; S1 425
Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948
Spirit of the living God SIS 303; H&P 295; CMP 613; S1 462
There is a Redeemer  SIS 644; CMP 673; S1 492
For NZ hymn and song suggestions see NZ Music month above
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	Call to worship

Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth!
Sing about the glory of his name!
Tell the world how glorious he is.
Everything on earth will worship you;
they will sing your praises,
shouting your name in glorious songs.
Psalm 66.1,2 &4 Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved
Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you are always more ready to hear then we are to pray, 

and give more than we either we desire or deserve. 

Pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things 

of which our conscience is afraid 

and giving us those good things 

which we are not worthy to ask 

save through the merits and mediation 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Intersections

O God who meets me at the intersections –

a place where paths cross, ways meet; 

where going faster may end up slower; 

where braking will avoid colliding; 

gift me a sense of direction. 

At the human divine intersection 

worlds collide, constellations emerge, 

time is created. 

May I risk losing my life, 

to find wisdom and understanding, 

to follow my sacred guide, 

the one who carried his cross, Amen.

© John Howell from Longings for the Eternal (Used with permission)

Pastoral prayer by Rev Dr Safiyah Fosua

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Children
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	The boy who built a bridge       
Once there was a family that lived by a river. The land was very fertile on their river plain and they were able to grow all kinds of fruit and vegetables. There were always plenty of strawberries and apples and carrots and even Brussels sprouts to eat. In that family there was a boy called Malcolm, who loved to eat the fresh fruit. He ate strawberries and apples and carrots, but he didn’t eat the Brussels sprouts because he thought he wouldn’t like them, even though his dad said they tasted lovely raw. 

Because things grew so well, there was always lots of food. In fact there was too much. There were only a few people living on their side of the river, and they had much more food than they needed. So often the crops were not harvested and the birds ate most of the strawberries. 

On the other side of the river the ground was stony and not much would grow. So the people that lived there were always short of food. Sometimes Malcolm would put a few strawberries in his pocket and swim over the river. He would then share them out to the children that lived on the stony side of the river. The strawberries were wet and mushy when they came out of his pocket but, as there were no strawberries grown on their side of the river, the other children still thought that they were a real treat. 
“This is no good,” thought Malcolm “I can’t carry many strawberries in the pockets of my shorts and all my shorts all getting to be strawberry-coloured. I know what I’ll do. I’ll build a bridge.”

Building a bridge turned out to be a very difficult job. There were plenty of trees on Malcolm’s side of the river. He cut some down and trimmed the trunks and dragged them to the water’s edge. At first they just floated away in the current of the river. Then Malcolm thought to bind the tree trunks together with ropes. Eventually he had made a bridge that crossed from one side of the river to the other. From then on Malcolm and his family were able to take all their spare food across the bridge to the people on the other side of the river.  
The story of the early church in the book of Acts is all about building bridges to people. The first Christians were Jews living in Jerusalem, but they wanted other people in other countries with other languages to know about Jesus too. It wasn’t easy for them to tell get the message to the people of other countries. They had to build bridges by understanding the different ways that foreign people did things. We still have the same job of telling people about Jesus so, just like Malcolm, we need to build bridges. Also, just like Malcolm, we live in a part of the world where we have more than our fair share of food. So we also need to find ways to take some of what we have to others who don’t have so much. We can build bridges by doing things like sponsoring children overseas, supporting the 40 hour famine and buying Fairtrade goods. 
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	Download Raphael’s “Paul in Athens” from Art and the Bible website. 
Or make a slideshow by Googling images for “bridges”

Also see stacking cups prayer above
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
6
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