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Sunday 27 March 2011
Drink life-giving water
Year A - Lent 3 - 21A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Exodus 17.1-7 The Israelites in the desert complain to Moses that there is no water. The Lord tells Moses to strike a rock with a stick and, when he does, water flows from it.
Psalm 95 A psalm of praise to the Lord - with a warning against rebellion tacked on the end.
Romans 5.1-11 “By faith we have been made acceptable to God.” Because of Jesus we live at peace with God and the Holy Spirit fills our hearts with God’s love. 
John 4.5-42 Jesus meets a Samaritan woman who is drawing water at a well. They have a talk about water and he tells her of about the life-giving sort. As a result she puts her faith in Jesus and so do many other Samaritans. 


	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	This Sunday’s resource is the third in a Lenten series under the theme JOURNEY WITH JESUS. In today’s gospel passage we read about a Samaritan woman who has her life changed by talking with Jesus about water. Whether it be Nicodemus talking about being re-born (last week’s passage), or the Samaritan woman talking about drinking water, there is something humorous about the fact that both of them are trying to understand Jesus on a literal level when he is speaking figuratively. There is also an interesting contrast between the respectable man, Nicodemus, who converses with Jesus by night and the Samaritan woman who is not respectable and who converses with Jesus in the middle of the day.
An outline of this Lenten series, and a template for an advertising brochure can be found on the New Zealand Methodist website. You will also find there a couple of special “10 minutes” for Holy Week which will be useful to those who are planning ahead. One gives a plan for a Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday (21 April), the other resource is for Good Friday (22 April).
Lent is the traditional time for Christians to think about spiritual discipline and self denial. As an act of self denial the United Methodist website (General Board of Discipleship) makes a helpful suggestion that we encourage people to reduce their energy consumption during Lent. 

As a spiritual discipline I am suggesting that you encourage the memorising of a Bible text each week of Lent. I have reproduced last week’s one below followed by a new one for this week. Read it out and get the congregation to repeat it. Ask everyone to say it again several times during the service. Come back to it again next Sunday. You could offer a reward to children who have memorised it. 
Last Sunday’s memory verse 

God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them!
John 3.16&17 CEV

This Sunday’s memory verse

By faith we have been made acceptable to God. And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at peace with God.

Romans 5.1 CEV


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Some movies that you may consider screening over Lent and Easter:
· Chocolat (2000) A mother and her young daughter arrive in a small French village and open a chocolaterie during Lent, provoking the ire of the devout mayor. Raises the issue of compassion verses legalism. Nominated for five Academy awards
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. 
· Jesus of Montreal (1989). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.)

· Jesus the Movie (1979). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages.
· The Miracle Maker (2000). An engaging animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. 
· The Passion of the Christ (2004). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it a R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.
The Billy Joel song “River of Dreams” from his 1993 album by the same name fits with today’s theme. Read the lyrics.
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Visual Aids
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	Dramatic Bible reading

The gospel reading this week is a long and interesting one. It is mostly dialogue. To present this as a dramatic reading you will need to pre-arrange several voices:
     A narrator (to read the introductory verses and then resume at verse 27)
     Jesus

     The Samaritan woman

     The disciples

     The Samaritans

You could get everyone’s attention by doing this unannounced. The reader for the day comes to the front and only reads the narrator’s part. The others join in (with loud voices) at the appropriate times in from where they are seated in the congregation.

Water feature

Find someone in the church who has a portable, plug-in water feature that they can bring along. Set it up at the front of the church and keep it running all through the service. The look and sounds of water running will create an atmosphere that will aid the development of today’s theme.

 

	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Our current Lenten series, JOURNEY WITH JESUS, takes us to encounters that Jesus had with all sorts of people. Today we meet a woman from Samaria who, like so many that Christ drew into conversation, was from the fringes of society.  If Nicodemus (in last week’s passage) was nonplussed by understanding Jesus literally when he spoke of being reborn, the Samaritan woman is just as confused by his talk about the sort of life-giving water that you can drink and never be thirsty again. 
To understand the story you need to know that Samaritans were despised by Jews. The hatred went back hundreds of years and was deep-seated. The difficulty started when the Assyrians captured the northern part of Israel and exiled many of the citizens. These were then replaced with foreigners. This, in turn, resulted in mixed marriages and foreign gods in this part of the land. The Jews regarded Samaritans as impure outcasts and would have nothing to do with them. The Samaritans were outsiders.

If we view the story only from our own present-day cultural context we miss the fact that, in this incident, Jesus is also positioning himself as an outsider. He does this by means of his head-on confrontation with the social taboos of his day. He not only talks with a Samaritan but he also shares her drinking vessel, something no respectable Jew would do. Add to this the fact that it was quite outside the social norms for a man to be talking to a woman alone, and that she was an immoral woman, and that they were talking theology… and we have cultural shock-waves that are almost off the scale! The returning disciples were speechless. “None of them asked him… why he was talking with her.” (John 4.27)
The passage starts with Jesus travelling north though Samaria. It was the middle of the day and Jesus was tired. He waited at the well of Jacob while the disciples went into town to buy food. While he was waiting a woman came to draw water from the well. She came to draw water in the middle of the day, rather than when others did at the beginning of the day. This may be an indicator that she was an outcast who, because of her shame, avoided the usual socialisation at the well with other women. 
When Jesus asked her for a drink she seemed shocked that a Jew should make such a request of a Samaritan. It was then that he told her something quite remarkable. He said that God wanted to give her life-giving water. 

The conversation went a bit wonky here because Jesus was talking about God satisfying her deepest longings and she was still talking about the wet stuff in the bucket. So Jesus broke through by telling her that he knew what was really going on in her heart. “You’ve been married five times and the man you are living with now isn’t your husband.” (John 4.18) Oops! That was a bit close to the bone! She tried to steer the conversation off in another direction, “what do you think about the current debate about where people should worship?” 
But Jesus’ purpose was not to make her aware of how wrong and sinful she was, and leave her feeling ashamed… No way! He wanted to point her to the life for which she was really thirsting. He wanted to show her that God desired to fulfil her deepest longings.

“When the Messiah comes he will explain everything to us,” she said.

“I am that one,” Jesus responded. 

“Could it be?” she thought… And she rushed off so excited that she left her water pot behind. She told the people in town about her conversation and everyone in town went out to see Jesus. 

So what does this interesting story, from another time and another culture, have to say to us here in New Zealand in this season of Lent? Well, first of all, we should make sure we…
Drink life-giving water
In all our thinking and talking about Jesus and God in this season, don’t miss out on drinking the life-giving water yourself. 

When it comes to God’s kingdom we all start off as thirsty people longing for a drink; as outsiders longing for the conversation that will invite us in. And Jesus makes it clear that the invitation is for all. He is happy to run across every racial, social and moral barrier to make sure that everyone knows that the door is open to all who wish to come and put their faith in the Messiah. There is nothing in us that merits such a welcoming response from God. As Paul says in our reading from Romans today, “By faith we have been made acceptable to God. And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at peace with God. Christ has also introduced us to God's undeserved kindness on which we take our stand.” (Romans 5.1&2) 
We come in our brokenness and, in him, find wholeness. The hymn writer, Augustus Montague Toplady, put it this way in his hymn “Rock of Ages”
     Nothing in my hand I bring

     Simply to your cross I cling

     Naked come to you for dress

     Helpless look to you for grace

Once we drink the life-giving water, we must…
Share life-giving water
What news did this Samaritan woman have to share with the others in her town? And who would listen, anyway, to a woman of bad repute who was a moral out-cast? All she could say was, “I’ve met a chap down at the well who seemed to know all about my past. I think he may be the Messiah.” Not much to go on there. Just a little faith to share. 

But it was enough. In fact, it was more than enough. For we are told, as a result of what she shared, many in the town put their faith in Jesus. Some of these went to Jesus and asked him to stay on in town for a couple of days. And he did. Because of this many more people became followers of Jesus.
What story do you have about your faith in Jesus? To be on a JOURNEY WITH JESUS means to share the faith we have. A little faith shared can make a major difference. The best witness for Christ comes, not from religious professionals, but  from ordinary people who are prepared to share their own faith and the practical difference it makes in their lives. A word to someone else about our faith may seem like a small thing. But a small thing, like a tiny mustard seed, can grow into something very big. Our faith, when shared, can be like water springing from a fountain and giving life. 
Jesus told his disciples, “The fields are ripe and ready to harvest.” (John 14.35) There are people all around us waiting to hear about this life-giving water. 
 

	Illustrations / Stories

	Getting life-giving water (an old-time sermon illustration)
The following letter was found attached to the handle of a well pump in a baking powder can. The well offered the only drinking water on a very long, seldom used, trail across the Amargosa Desert in Nevada. 
The message read:

“This pump is all right as of June 1932. I put a new sucker washer into it and it ought to last five years. But, the washer dries out and the pump has got to be primed. Under the white rock I buried a bottle of water, out of the sun and the cork end up. There‘s enough water in it to prime this pump, but not if you drink some water first. Pour in about a quarter of the water, and let her soak to wet the leather. Then pour in the rest medium fast, and begin to pump. You’ll get water. The well has never run dry. Have faith. When you get watered up, fill the bottle, and put it back like you found it for the next feller.

Desert Pete.
PS Don’t go drinking the water first. Prime the pump with it and you’ll get all you can hold.”

Source unknown


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
As pants the hart for cooling streams MHB 455; WOV 29; H&P 416

As the deer pants SIS 460; CMP 37; S1 27
Because you came  HIOS 10

Come thou fount of every blessing MHB 417; WOV 152; H&P 517

Come to the waters CMP 104

For the beauty of the earth MHB 35; WOV 77; H&P 333; CMP 152
Glorious things of you are spoken MHB 706; WOV 374; H&P 817; CMP 173; 

      S1 691
Guide me O thou great Jehovah MHB 615; WOV 487: H&P 437; CMP 201; 
      S2 708

He’s the Saviour of my soul SIS 106; S2 732
Is anyone thirsty CMP 867; S1 237

I heard the voice of Jesus say MHB 154; WOV 500; H&P 136; CMP 275; S1 206

Let justice roll down  AA 85

Living water, wellspring vast WHV 26

Now is the time SIS 317
Refresh my heart Lord – sheet music available from musicnotes
Rock of ages MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 159; CMP 582; S2 950/951
There’s a river of life SIS 55

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness MHB 9; WOV 382; H&P 505; 

      CMP 529; S1 426
Your hand O God has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705


	Prayers
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	Collect

Lord God, you offer us life-giving water

through Jesus Christ, your Son

so that and when we drink

we are satisfied and never thirst again.

Help us to drink our fill

and to share with others

your life and power.

Amen.

Worship and obey the Lord - Psalm 95.1-7
Sing joyful songs to the Lord! 
Praise the mighty rock where we are safe. 
Come to worship him 

with thankful hearts 

and songs of praise. 
The Lord is the greatest God, 
king over all other gods. 
He holds the deepest part 

of the earth in his hands, 

and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
The ocean is the Lord's 

because he made it, 

and with his own hands 
he formed the dry land. 
Bow down and worship 

the Lord our Creator! 

The Lord is our God, 

and we are his people, 

the sheep he takes care of 

in his own pasture. 
Listen to God's voice today!

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
We are survivors

Survivors of an event that made world headlines


Survivors of tectonic shifts



Survivors of ground-shift, and of civic upheaval, 





of what everyone called a disaster



we survived!

No: we are more than survivors


because we were able to move beyond mere survival 




to look out for others

we were able to find things to laugh at in the face in adversity


we were able to rise above the immediate and find hope 



we were able…we are able…to shape a future beyond mere survival, to places that we can imagine better, stronger, safer, more beautiful than before

Oh yes: we are about much more than survival


We are living



making the most of life: living to the max. and more

And Lord this morning we are grateful


Grateful for each other, 



and all those acts of kindness and understanding 

that have made this last little while bearable 


and indeed that make all of life liveable

We are grateful for your presence 



in the chaos, 




in the confusion, 





in the places of uncertainty 

And this morning as we gather together again in your presence


We look with eyes of hope



We flex muscles with intention




We quieten our hearts to love

As we move forward in obedience and knowledge of grace

To continue building your kingdom

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 Written after the 4 September 2010 Christchurch earthquake

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	I just need a drink of water
Show the children a one litre water bottle filled with water then ask, “Have you ever played football, netball or been for a run on a hot day?” 
The thing that you really feel like afterwards is a long, cool drink of water. That’s not a problem if you live in New Zealand. In New Zealand the average person uses the equivalent of 227 of these bottles filled with water every day. No, we don’t drink very much of that. Most of it is used for flushing the toilet or having a shower. We are very fortunate in New Zealand because, apart from when things happen like the big earthquake in Christchurch, we can get as much water as we want by turning on the tap. 
However, one in every six people in the world can’t get any water that is safe to drink. They live in places where water is in short supply or where the water that is there is so dirty it makes them sick. (You can get lots of information about this on World Vision’s water matters website which has been designed to educate children about the world water situation.)
The story in our gospel reading today is about a woman who lives in a very dry country. She was getting water out of a well when she met Jesus. Jesus asked her for a drink of water and they got talking. 

They started off talking about water, but Jesus wanted to tell her about something else that satisfies. He explained that, although drinking water is necessary to stay alive and be refreshed, being friends with Jesus provides us with life and refreshment that never runs out.



	PowerPoint
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resouring our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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