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Sunday 25 September 2011
Joy in Serving 

Year A - Pentecost 15 - 58A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Exodus 17.1-7 The Israelites complain to Moses about a lack of water. The Lord instructs Moses to strike a rock with a stick and water pours out for the people to drink.
Psalm 78.1-4,12-16 The psalmist recalls the mighty deeds of the Lord when he led his people by fire and cloud and made water stream from rocks.
Philippians 2.1-13 Paul encourages Christians to live in harmony and be humble. He points to the example of Christ who “gave up everything and became a slave, 

when he became like one of us.”
Matthew 21.23-32 After the chief priests and leaders question the authority of Jesus he tells them a story about a father with two sons. One said he wouldn’t work, but did. The other said he would, but didn’t.
Season of Creation 2011     Theme: The Spirit in creation

4th Sunday in Creation – Social Justice Sunday
Alternative reading for Social Justice Sunday:

Matthew 25.34-46

This week the New Zealand lectionary departs from the Season of Creation theme that is to be found on the Season of creation website. However, excellent resources for Social Justice Sunday are to be found on the National Council of Churches in Australia website  (click on “worship resources”), and you’ll find some additional material on the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council website. 

Citizenship Sunday

See Social Principles of the Methodist Church below.
In the course of his remarks the rev gentleman said: “The whole of the Bible is engaged in setting before us the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. In the New Testament we see how this kingdom became actual fact through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The Thames Star reports on a Citizenship Sunday sermon by Rev E Drake at the Wesleyan Church in 1900.


	Introduction / Background

	This week “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” continues the series from the Philippians stream of the lectionary. An outline of the series is printed below. The titles are taken from the chapter headings in the NRSV.
    Philippians 1 – Joy in Suffering – 18 September
    Philippians 2 – Joy in Serving – 25 September
    Philippians 3 – Joy in Believing – 2 October 
    Philippians 4 – Joy in Praying – 9 October
It is believed that the verses in Philippians chapter 2 from 5 to 11 take the form of a hymn that was sung by the early church. There is a contrast between the first and second halves of the hymn. The first half shows Christ associated with things most lowly and shameful: “a slave” and “a cross”. The second half shows him as most exalted, in the “highest place” with a “name above every name.”
Kenosis
At the beginning of Philippians 2.7 we read that, in taking human form, Christ “emptied himself” (Greek kenosis). The statement has been a problem for theologians for it raises the question, “Of what did Christ empty himself to come among us on this earth? Was it his divinity? Was it his divine attributes?”
“Impossible,” some would say, “a Christ not divine or without divine attributes is not the Christian Christ.”
On the other hand, if Christ retained his divinity, in what way was he human like us? Could he be tempted like us? Surely if Christ retained all the power of the godhead his temptation was a sham temptation? It is only the possibility of sin that makes us able to be tempted.

Several positions have been adopted in relation to this problem of emptying:
a) Jesus abdicated his divinity during his mission on earth. Such a view requires God to cease to be God, which is problematic for many so it has been proposed instead that…
b) Jesus voluntarily renounced the use of his divine attributes during his mission on earth.
c) In the early nineteenth century Edward Irving went further and said that his emptying involved Christ taking the fallen human nature, the same nature as you and me. He was empowered by the Holy Spirit, the same as you and me, except without measure. For his trouble Irving was excommunicated from Church of Scotland, but his charismatic theology has won favour with many in more recent times.
d) If none of that washes with you, then you can adopt another popular stance and say that at the heart of the problem is mystery and paradox and, what is more, such is the nature of Christian belief.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation


	It is worth reflecting for a moment on some of the pathological reasons why we get involved in Christian ministry. Oh, of course, we want to serve. Humble service of God and people is the nature of ministry. 

But there is another side isn’t there? Another side to our human nature, and another side to service. There is status and prestige involved. We seldom admit it to ourselves, let alone others, but we treasure the idea that others are thinking highly of us. Within the Christian community (not beyond it these days) to be seen as a ‘minister of God’ is right up there! It’s one above being mates with the Queen when you think about it. 
Once we start thinking of ourselves as a mediator between God and people we are on a slippery slope. We think we are necessary to people’s relationship with God and put ourselves in a position of importance that was never mean to be ours. 
Pause to pray. Ask the Lord, “Examine my motives. Help me to have a right view of my role. Show me what it would it would mean for me to empty myself and take the form of a slave.”

A movie that comes to mind that illustrates the theme of joyful service is

Driving Miss Daisy (1989 - PG) starring Morgan Freeman and Jessica Tandy. Set in Atlanta, Georgia in the middle of last century, it tells of a chauffeur (Freeman) who achieves a place of dignity through quiet, humble, devoted service. In a sense both Miss Daisy and her driver become servants through the relationship that develops .


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Get a copy of the Dr Seuss book Yertle the Turtle and other stories (London: HarperCollins Children’s Books 2004) from the library, or $9.95 from Whitcoulls. This is an excellent reminder of the humble path to true exaltation. Read or tell the story to introduce today’s theme. If you wanted to really enter into ‘turtle’ mode you could do this by telling the story with an opened umbrella on your back as a shell.  
Reproduce the turtle picture below in your newsletter or order of service – or print it on card and give everyone a copy as they leave the service.
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The idea of linking Yertle the Turtle to the Philippians 2 theme comes from the Union Presbyterian Seminary Children’s literature blog.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link
* The 2014 version says, “I promise to do my best to be true to myself and develop my beliefs, to live by the Guide Law and take action for a better world.”

	Introduction
Last week we introduced Paul’s letter to the Philippians. This is known as one of Paul’s prison letters. He is in captivity and the prospects for him don’t look good. Nevertheless, amazingly, the big theme of the letter is joy. And this is the case in chapter two where Paul talks of joy in serving.
First of all, Paul’s message to the church at Philippi (and it is the same message to us here in Aotearoa) is:
Get a servant attitude

“…be humble and consider others more important than yourselves. Care about them as much as you care about yourselves and think the same way that Christ Jesus thought (who)… gave up everything and became a slave.” Philippians 2.3-5&7
Now we don’t have to think very hard about this before we realise how very counter-cultural it is. Advertisers want us to just think of ourselves and do things for ourselves because we are worth it. Over recent years there has been a shift in perception that has resulted in a self serving attitude now being regarded as a virtue rather than a vice. 
At a Guiding function I had occasion to witness the Brownies making their pledge:  

“I promise with the help of my God to be true to myself to do my best to help my country and to live by the Guide law.” As with many things the pledge has changed over the years. The wording of the pledge used to be: “I promise to do my best to do my duty to God and the Queen, to help other people every day, especially those at home.”* Forgetting about Queen and country, the essential change is that “help other people every day” has been replaced with “be true to myself.” That is a significant shift! Listen to the accompanying notes on Brownie law from the old Brownie handbook (1975). “Of course it won’t always be easy remembering to be helpful and unselfish and to stop thinking about yourself so much. But if you keep on trying it will become easier. You will find that as you make other people happy by thinking of them and helping and caring for them, you yourself will get a warn happy feeling.”  This must be the joy in serving that Paul talks about!
It’s all a matter of attitude. The joy in serving comes from having a servant attitude. It is an attitude that clashes head-on with selfish ambition and self promotion. It raises the question for us of how much we are about promoting ourselves. It seems natural for us to call out, “Wait! First of all, consider me!” This attitude is such a contrast to the best of our Christian heritage. (See the stories of Ambrose and Knox in Illustrations below.)
So, if Paul wants us to humble ourselves and get a servant attitude, how do we do that? He tells us to:
See a servant example
Look to Christ… He was truly God, but he didn’t try to remain equal with God. Instead he emptied himself and became a slave when he became like one of us. Christ was humble. He obeyed God and even died on a cross. Philippians 2.6-8

It is generally considered that Philippians 2 verses 6-11 are in the form of a liturgical hymn that was sung by the early church. So these are not words that were written by Paul, but they are quoted by him here to support his argument and they would be already familiar to his readers. If you want to know about Jesus study these verses. This is perhaps the most important source passage for our theology about Christ in the Bible. We can get lost in this little hymn. In just a few verses we see Christ subordinating himself, humbling himself, identifying with us, submitting to God the Father, crucified, resurrected then exalted.
However, Paul’s purpose is not doctrinal. It is practical. He’s trying to get Christians to see Christ’s example. As we do this we find inspiration to lay aside personal ambition and be obedient to God by serving him and each other. It is not so much a matter of putting ourselves down as considering others’ interests first and seeking to serve others. It is realising that selfish ambition always strains relationships and is the very opposite of the example set by Christ’s humility.
He’s trying to show us that Christ’s life was an example. This was the man who put a towel around his waist, as the lowest of servants would do, and proceeded to wash the feet of his friends. Then he said, “I have set the example, and you should do for each other exactly what I have done for you” (John 13.15). He was obedient to God even when it meant death on a cross. He died for us. Will we live for him?

If humility, obedience and service are those things that marked Christ’s life, may they be characteristics of our lives also.


	Illustrations / Stories

	New Zealand Idol

In the late 1990s a New Zealand television talent programme called “Popstars” became the forerunner for an international boom of reality talent quest programmes. There were a few spin-off programmes in New Zealand like TV2’s “Showstoppers” but it was the “Idol” that became an international runaway success.  After three seasons “New Zealand Idol” has now been resting in peace since 2006.  
I remember watching one programme where young men and women from around the country were auditioning. The television entertainment value was in the emotionally charged auditions. We saw the high hopes of the performers, and for 98%, the shattered dreams as one after another was told they just didn’t cut it. From hundreds hopefuls there was one who said that he hoped to be a star. Well that was enough to cut himself off at the knees 

“If he doesn’t know that he is one, then he’s not,” pronounced the judge.
Then there was the young woman who has told to do a chant about how good she was - but she couldn’t do it with oomph and conviction. How would you fare?...
   “I am Andrew I’m so good. 

    If you don’t pick me then you should. 

    You’re gonna want to call me back

    Compared to me, the others are slack”

They were looking for talent, but it had to be combined with driving ambition and uncompromising self confidence. And we saw the close-ups as people were told they weren’t good enough. How they wept as their illusions were shattered! “I just want to be famous,” said one, “there is nothing else I want to do.”

Maybe most people are not quite so blatant about it - but selfish ambition is the spirit of our age. 
Maybe this could be a nice introduction for our reading from Philippians today in which Paul contrasts selfish ambition to humble service.
Adequate to serve God?

Ambrose was one of the great figures of the early Church. He was a great scholar; he was the Roman Governor of the province of Liguria and Aemilia, and he governed with such loving care that the people regarded him as a father. The bishop of the district died and the question of his successor arose. In the midst of the discussion suddenly a little child’s voice arose: “Ambrose – bishop! Ambrose – bishop!” The whole crowd took up the cry. To Ambrose it was unthinkable. He fled by night to avoid the high office the Church was offering to him: and it was only the direct intervention and command of the Emperor which made him agree to become Bishop of Milan. When John Rough, the preacher, publicly, from the pulpit in St. Andrews, summoned John Knox to the ministry, John Knox was appalled.  In his own History of the Reformation he writes: “Thereat the said John, abashed, burst forth in most abundant tears and withdrew himself to his chamber.”

William Barclay The Letters to Philippians, Colossians Thessalonians (Edinburgh: St Andrew Press, 1959): 39


	Some Social Principles 
	The ethical and social ideal of the Methodist Movement is the ideal of essential Christianity. Methodism's impact on the life of the eighteenth century was due in some degree to the rediscovery of a social message. In 1743 John Wesley wrote (An Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion): "We see, on every side, either men of no religion at all, or men of a lifeless, formal religion. We... should greatly rejoice if by any means we might convince some that there is a better religion to be attained, a religion worthy of God that give it. And this we conceive to be no other than love; the love of God and of all mankind, the loving God with all our heart, and soul, and strength, as having first loved us, as the fountain of all the good we have received, and of all we hope to enjoy; and the loving every soul which God hath made, every man on the earth as his own soul." 

Believing this and recognising that society at present falls far short of the Christian ideal, the Methodist Church stands for: 

1. The sacredness of human personality and the equal value of all men and women in the sight of God. 

2. Adequate opportunities of employment for all those willing and able to work, and reasonable standards of living for those, who because of age or infirmity, are not able to work. 

3. The co-operation of employers and employees for the benefit of the community. 

4. The duty of all to render conscientious service, the condemnation of scamped work, of sweated labour and of consumer exploitation. 

5. The right to a just return for services rendered and the right to good housing, and a healthy environment. 

6. The wise use and careful conservation of the world's physical resources. 

7. The removal of the root causes of poverty, unemployment and war. 

8. The promoting of social and industrial reforms by lawful means. 

9. The right to freedom of conscience, constitutional liberty, secrecy of the ballot and access to the Courts. 

10. Christian influence in politics and civic affairs. 

11. The conviction that the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ contains the message that will promote effectively the regeneration and reconstruction of society. 

The Methodist Church reminds her people that Christian ethics cannot be maintained without Christian faith. The good life of the Christian and faith in Christ are inseparable. Where one fails the other cannot last.
From the Law Book of the Methodist Church of New Zealand Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa. Section 1.IV



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns and Songs
All hail the power MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7
All praise to our redeeming Lord MHB 745; WOV 367; H&P 753; CMP 19
At the name of Jesus WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33
Come O fount of every blessing MHB 417; WOV 152; H&P 517; S2 663

For there is joy, joy, joy SIS 236

From heaven you came CMP 162; S1 114

God comes to us as one unheard HIOS 42

He is exalted (Paris) CMP 217; S1 156

He is exalted (Soto) SIS 143
He is Lord H&P 256; SIS 49; CMP 220; S1 158
I cannot tell MHB 809; H&P 238; CMP 266; S1 199
In this familiar place AA 72
Jesus at your name CMP 355; S1 273
Jesus name above all names SIS 226; CMP 375; S1 291
Jesus the very thought of thee MHB 108; WOV 126; H&P 265

Jesus the joy of loving hearts MHB 109; WOV 420; H&P 258; CMP 383; S2 839

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397
O heaven is in my heart S1 388

Rejoice in the Lord always SIS 81; CMP 577

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Spirit of the living God H&P 295; SIS 303; CMP 613; S1 462
The heavens shall declare S1 480

This is the day WOV 289; H&P 578; SIS 40; CMP 691; S1 517

What kind of greatness CMP 959; S1 567

You shall go out with joy SIS 397; CMP 796; S1 609


	Prayers

	Collect
Father of all, 
you gave your only Son, 
to take upon himself the form of a servant 
and to be obedient even to death on a cross. 
Give us the same mind that was in Christ Jesus 
that, sharing in his humility, 
we may come to be with him in his glory; 
for he lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A Prayer for Humility

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. (Philippians 2.3-4)

Creator of the foundations of the earth,

May I wear the jersey of humility 

with a self-knowledge found in the simple life style.

Let those who quest for power and privilege 

realise their deepest desires 

are met, not in worshipping their own ego, 

or putting others down, 

instead in the contemplation 

of parenting a maturity in others, 

to let the meek inherit the earth, 

through our courage to scrum together, Amen.
© John Howell from Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church,2009) -used with permission
Jesus Christ was truly God

Jesus Christ is Lord!

He gave up everything and became a slave

Jesus Christ is Lord!

He became like one of us

Jesus Christ is Lord!

He was humble and obeyed God

Jesus Christ is Lord!

He even died on a cross

Jesus Christ is Lord!

God gave him the highest place

Jesus Christ is Lord!

At his name everyone will bow down

Jesus Christ is Lord!

And everyone will openly agree

Jesus Christ is Lord!
© Andrew Gamman


	Children
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Follow this link to the worshipping with children blogspot and scroll down for a script to use the hymn from Philippians 2.6-11 as an action rhyme with children.
See also creativity section above.

	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links
	Google images for “joy”. You’ll find some great images of people leaping for joy. 
Or Google images for Yertle the Turtle.
View the story of Yertle the Turtle on YouTube
This link takes you to a high resolution photo of the outdoor chapel at the site in Philippi where it is said that Paul baptised Lydia.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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