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 Sunday 24 April 2011
Celebrate the Resurrection
Year A - Easter Day - 31A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 10.34-43 Peter takes the gospel to the Gentiles. He tells them, “Jesus was put to death on a cross. But three days later, God raised him to life”
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 The psalmist praises the Lord whose mercy and strength bring salvation and victory.
Colossians 3.1-4 Paul tells us that we have been raised with Christ to new life. Therefore we should think about heavenly things and this will bring meaning to our lives. 
John 20.1-18 Early in the morning Mary discovers the stone rolled away from the tomb. She tells the disciples who rush to the scene to find the tomb empty. The resurrected Christ then appears to Mary.
Readings for Anzac Day 25 April

Isaiah 52.7-12; Psalm 76; Ephesians 6.10-20; Luke 16.27-36
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	Today our Lent and Easter series, JOURNEY WITH JESUS, takes us to the high point of the Christian year. The account of the resurrection from today’s gospel reading in John is a very happy one, but it certainly doesn’t start out that way for Mary. Easter Day is a time of joy. It is a time to celebrate and to affirm the resurrection as a pillar of the Christian faith. The resurrection of Christ points to the resurrection of all God’s people and to the redemption of the earth. This is the great hope that has sustained Christians through the centuries.
     Unless Christ was raised to life, your faith is useless and you are still living in 

     your sins… But Christ has been raised to life! And he makes certain that others 

     will also be raised to life. 1 Corinthians 15 17 &20

Other resources for Holy Week can be found on the New Zealand Methodist website. (From the drop-down menu choose Ministry/ Refresh/ Lent-Easter preparations.) You will find there a couple of special “10 minutes”. One gives a plan for a Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday (21 April) and the other resource is for Good Friday (22 April).
Through this series I have been encouraging the spiritual discipline of scripture memorising. I have reproduced last week’s memory verse below. You could have some reward to give to children who have memorised it. 
Last Sunday’s memory verse 

So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow down, those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. And to the glory of God the Father everyone will openly agree, "Jesus Christ is Lord!"
Philippians 2.10&11 CEV

As a result of the strange anomalies that get thrown up by moveable feasts, Easter Monday this year is also Anzac Day. You may want to pursue the relationship between the themes of Easter and Anzac Day. There are some obvious parallels between them. 
More than ever we recognise on Anzac Day that our country’s engagement in two World Wars, especially the legacy of those who died at Gallipoli, has had a significant role in shaping our national identity. At dawn on Monday thousands from a new generation will gather to remember and honour the men and women who laid down their lives in the cause of freedom. 

All of this resoundingly echoes in what we believe about the atoning sacrifice of Christ. Christ laying down his life at Golgotha becomes the basis for both our individual freedom and for the building of a new community.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Resurrection at the movies

In the movie Jesus of Montreal (1989) a group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ, including his unexpected death. The resurrection is depicted by means of his organs being donated to give new life to others. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.)

Another movie related to today’s theme is The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (2005) directed by Kiwi, Andrew Adamson. Aslan is resurrected by the “deeper magic” after being killed at the stone table. You might consider showing this clip in the service as an introduction to today’s theme.
Matthew’s last word

The last words spoken by the resurrected Christ, as recorded by Matthew, were, “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28.20). In his earthly ministry Jesus could only be present at one time and in one place. Now, by his Spirit, Jesus is present with us all. Reflect on this as you prepare this Sunday’s service. This is not a time to have a church service that is tired or ordinary. Make room for his presence in your planning. Ask him what word should come from the empty tomb to your church on this day. Allow him to breathe new life and hope into you and your people. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Easter Lilies
To celebrate the resurrection decorate the front of the church and surround your cross with masses of Easter lilies. These symbolise the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the hope of life everlasting. Christian artists have used the lily to symbolise Jesus’ suffering and triumph over death. Note the works by Carl Bloch and He Qi in this collection of paintings on the theme of the Resurrection. 
Fanciful romantic traditions tell of lilies springing up in the Garden of Gethsemene after Jesus prayed there and lilies sprouting where Christ’s blood dropped.
Easter eggs

Have a basket of small wrapped chocolate eggs. Get everyone to take one as they leave the service as a symbol of the new life that comes through Christ at Easter.
Easter Candle             

A large candle is lit (preferably outside the church if weather permits) and is carried in during the entry procession. You can stop the procession a couple of times and people can light small hand held candles from the Easter Candle. There is a prayer used in Roman Catholic and Anglican Easter services which is a celebration of the light of the risen Christ. An abbreviated form of it is;

      This is the day when God saved our ancestors from slavery in Egypt 

       and led them dry shod through the sea.   

       This is the day when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death 

       and rose triumphant from the grave.  

       The power of this holy day dispels all evil, 

       washes guilt away, 

       restores lost innocence, 

       brings mourners joy; 

       it casts out hatred, 

       brings us peace and humbles earthly pride. 

       Most blessed of all days when heaven is wedded to earth 

       and creation reconciled to God.

       Therefore, heavenly Father, 

       in our Easter joy receive our sacrifice of praise.                                     

       Accept this Easter candle, 

       a flame divided but undimmed, 

       a pillar of fire that glows to the honour of your name.   

       May Christ, the Morning Star which never sets, 

       find the flame of love still burning within us. 

       Christ who came back from the dead, 

       Christ who sheds his peaceful light on all the world, 

       Christ who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Easter is associated with baptism.                                                                       You might want to have a renewal of baptismal vows with a chance for people to come and symbolically wash their hands.

Thank you to David Poultney for contributing these last two ideas.





	Share the Good News

Mary rushed back to tell the disciples that she had seen the Lord. Here is the essence of the Christian faith. A Christian is someone who has met the resurrected Lord. It’s not a matter of knowing about Jesus. And it is certainly not a matter of arguing about Jesus. It is meeting Jesus – knowing that he is alive, risen from the dead – and telling others of our own encounter with him.
So, what about us?

     Have we sensed God’s touch?

     Have we met the risen Christ?

     Have we come alive?
     Do we celebrate the resurrection?
     Do we have good news to share?

The ideas in the introduction come from Emlyn Williams writing in the Scripture Union ‘Salt’ material Jan-Mar 1997.
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Ctrl+Click to 

follow links
	Easter Sunday  - A story from the early days of Joseph Stalin’s rule
About 1930, the Communist leader, Bukharin, journeyed from Moscow to Kiev. His mission was to address a huge assembly. His subject: "Atheism." For a solid hour he aimed his heavy artillery at Christianity, hurling argument and ridicule. At last he was finished and viewed what seemed to be the smouldering ashes of men's (sic) faith. "Are there any questions?" Bukharin demanded. A solitary man arose and asked permission to speak. He mounted the platform and moved close to the Communist. The audience was breathlessly silent as the man surveyed them first to the right, then to the left. At last he shouted the ancient Orthodox greeting, "CHRIST IS RISEN!" The vast assembly arose as one man and the response came crashing like the sound of an avalanche, "HE IS RISEN INDEED!" 
From Illustrations Unlimited, by James S. Hewett, p167
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Easter Sunday  - A story from Moscow 2010
Last year fans greeted each other on Easter at a Sunday evening soccer match at Moscow’s Lokomotiv stadium. At the beginning of the second half of the match thousands of fans of Dynamo team started chanting “Christ is Risen!” an Interfax correspondent reports. Thousands of fans of Lokomotiv team on the opposite side of the stadium responded by chanting “He is Risen indeed!” Watch this on youtube
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Meeting Christ in Waimate

During the time I was training for ministry I met a person from Waimate who became my friend. He was a solid built chap, dark – and at the time was married with two young children. He also had an infectious and enthusiastic attitude to life.
We were sometimes sent out to work in churches together. He impressed me with his attitude to the Christian faith. You could only describe him as eager. He was keen to serve God, and was a good representative of the Christian faith. I once asked him how he became a Christian. It was a most unusual story.
As I remember it, he was sitting in a bar one evening. He wasn’t a church-goer, nor did he have a Christian background – and he began to feel unsettled. Involuntarily he began to cry. He was embarrassed by this, so he left quickly. He sensed that God was touching him – drawing alongside of him as it were. He also felt that he was out-of-sorts with God, and he had to do something about it. Alone, outside the bar, he laid his life bare to God. He confessed his short-comings and surrendered to the risen Lord. That was when he had a miraculous and joyful change. God had touched him and somehow he came alive. His desire now was to share Christ with others. 
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
TIS: Together in song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

At the dawning of salvation TIS 392
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks H&P 250; SIS 276; CMP 30; S1 4

Give to our God immortal praise WOV 43; WOV 43; H&P 22; CMP 171

Because you live O Christ  AA 7

Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! S1 67

Christ is alive AA15

Christ is risen! Hallelujah MHB 206; CMP 74

God sent his son CMP 52; S2 701
Hallelujah! Sing to Jesus WOV 439; CMP 207

He is Lord H&P 256; SIS 49; CMP 220; S1 158
How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185

I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195

If we died with him SIS 354

I live, I live SIS 411; CMP 282; 

In Christ alone S3 1311

I serve a risen Saviour CMP 295

It is a thing most wonderful  WOV 171; H&P 224; CMP 346; S2 801

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821
Jesus Christ is risen today MHB 205; WOV 280; CMP 357; S1 276
Jesus stand among us (Pennefather)  MHB 684; H&P 530; CMP 380
Jesus stand among us (Kendrick) CMP 381
Jumping Jesus  HIOS 81

Lord I lift your name in high CMP 881; S1 330

Low in the grave he lay MHB 211; H&P 202; CMP 453; S1 345
To God be the glory MHB 313; WOV 85; H&P 463; CMP 708; S1 526
We place you SIS 525; S3 1588
Were you there? WOV 261; H&P 181; CMP 745; S3 1592

Where the light of Easter Day  HIOS 153

Wonderful grace CMP 966; S2 1070
Yours (Thine) be the glory MHB 213; WOV 303; H&P 212; CMP 689; S1 510
Anzac Day

Honour the dead  HIOS 61
Peace child  COC 35


	Prayers

	Collect

Most glorious God, 

who on this day delivered us 

by the mighty resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

and made your whole creation new: 

grant that we who celebrate with joy 

his rising from the dead 

may be raised from the death of sin 

to the life of righteousness; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship     (Psalm 117 & 118.1&4 )
All of you nations, 

   come praise the Lord! 
Let everyone praise him. 
His love for us is wonderful; 

   his faithfulness never ends. 
Shout praises to the Lord! 
Tell the Lord how thankful you are, 

   because he is kind and always merciful. 
Let every true worshiper of the Lord shout, 

   "God is always merciful!"

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Easter Sunday greetings

Christ has risen!


He has risen indeed!

And all around us there are reminders of life:


People alongside us breathing, shuffling a little, 



getting their limbs already to stand or sit.
There are children who have grown visibly since we saw them last: becoming marginally taller, 


more co-ordinated, 



more literate, 




more articulate.

There are fresh flowers, 


arranged by loving hands into shapes and patterns of beauty

There are signs of changing seasons outside as we arrived: 


the beginnings, the faint beginnings of a colder feel to the air, 



a slightly darker shade of green on trees 




as they begin to think about winter wardrobes.

There are things we know now that we did not know last week… things about life in our city (town), 


life in New Zealand, 



life around the world.

These and more are signs of hope: and change: and renewal.

There are also signs of aging.


Perhaps a twinge and a reminder that what once was easy 



now needs just a little more effort


Perhaps a hint that our bodies are slightly creakier, 



slightly less able to take anything that we feed them, 



slightly more dependent on pills and doctors…

There are memories of people who have passed on: 


whose lives touched ours, whose contributions matter:

And these are quiet reminders that one day 


we too will face the end of life was we know it.

We worship the God who loves us: who calls into fullness of life now

and in whom Jesus of Nazareth showed us that is not all there is:


there is more to life than this life


there is life yet to come



for Christ is risen: 

                        he is ris’n indeed.   
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
Resurrection life

Lord Jesus Christ 

we thank you for your resurrection life.

May it be to us not just a theory

but a tangible reality

that lightens our darkness and stills our fears.

We thank you that you are the hope-giver.

We consciously join ourselves to you

and seek your unchanging and enduring quality of eternal life

for today, tomorrow … and even forever. 

Amen.

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Easter eggs
Chocolate eggs are the primary symbol that children associate with Easter. Since resurrection is a difficult theme for children to grasp there is some merit in going with the flow and using the egg as the basis of your explanation. Take along a real egg (undecorated). Point out that it looks like a stone. It looks life-less. But, of course, it is not at all like a stone. 

What comes out of an egg? A chicken - New life. It’s kind-of surprising that a fluffy yellow chicken would come out of something that looks like a stone. Easter is all about surprise. 
When bad people killed Jesus by nailing him to a cross they thought he was finished. They put his body in a tomb and rolled a stone in front of it (that looked a bit like an egg.) But that wasn’t the end. They were in for a big surprise because God raised him to life again. Just like new life comes out of an egg, Jesus was made alive again and came out of the grave.

The really good thing about that is that he said that he will be with us always. We can’t see him, but we can always talk to him when we need his help and guidance.
If you have time you could use paints and brushes and decorate some hard boiled eggs. If the eggs are going to be eaten you will need to use food colourings to dye them. Decorate them with patterns using a wax birthday candle, then immerse them in a dye bath. The colour will be absorbed where there is no wax.
The Brick Testament

If you haven’t discovered www.bricktestament.com this is a great website that uses Lego brick models to tell Bible stories. Save it into your favourites. (Take  note of the censor labels. Some Bible stories are a bit too graphic for children.) The story of the empty tomb is told with 24 illustrations that rely heavily on the passage we are using from John’s gospel today. 
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	Google images for 
     Jesus’ resurrection 
     or Easter lilies.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey
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