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Sunday 23 October 2011
The Great Commandment
Year A - Pentecost 19 - 62A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings                                  Rugby World Cup
Introduction                             Broader preparation
Creativity                                  Preaching thoughts
Illustrations                              Music 

Prayers                                     Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
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	Deuteronomy 34.1-12 The Lord shows Moses the land of promise. Moses appoints Joshua as his successor and dies in the land of Moab.
Psalm 90.1-6,13-17 A prayer of Moses, praising the eternal God and seeking his help. “In all generations you have been our home.”
1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 Paul writes of his work for the church of Thessalonica. “We cared so much for you… that we were willing to give our lives for you.”
Matthew 22.34-46 The Pharisees try to test Jesus by asking him what the most important commandment is. He replies that the first is to love the Lord and the second is to love others. He then asks them a question about the Messiah which they are unable to answer.
Week of prayer for world peace 
This is a Christian initiative that unites people of many faiths in praying for peace in our world. For more information visit the New Zealand inter-faith website. The 25th Anniversary of the Assisi Day of Prayer for World Peace will be celebrated on Thursday 27 October 2011.


	Rugby World Cup finals

Weekend

Meet me at my place before the game on Sunday - God


	Winning and losing

Will we win? Well at the time of writing I don’t even know if the All Blacks made it to the Rugby World Cup semi-finals, let alone the final tonight. However, I’m guessing that we had no trouble beating Argentina and went on to play Australia or South Africa in the semis. That would make a tough semi. We often beat these teams… but we often lose to them too. 

From past experience we know that our country enters the “slough of despond” (to quote Bunyan) if we lose at this stage of the tournament… and some will also remember the euphoria that accompanied our only win.

In the bigger scheme of things, winning and losing are a part of life. For there to be a winner, there must also be a loser. In all areas of our lives, both winning and losing are temporary states. What’s more one usually follows the other. 
The game is a metaphor for our lives. We will all have to cope with grief and loss as we also have to wrestle with the pride that comes from our successful achievements. Norman Brookes’ new hymn (below) picks up these themes admirably and is a wonderful fit for our services this Sunday. A bigger perspective helps us sail though the ups and downs of failure and losing, success and winning.  So why not take this opportunity to reflect on the real-life issues of:
a) How do we cope with the pride of victory?

b) How do we cope with the devastation of loss?

The game of life

In the game of life before us

We are called to lay aside

All that hinders our team’s progress

All that tempts our selfish pride.

We are called to train for living,

We are called to give our best,

Looking ever unto Jesus

As he puts us to the test.

In the game of life before us

It is Jesus who’s the coach,

He has been there, met life’s challenge
It is he who knows the ropes.

For the joy that lay before him

He endured both nails and cross,

Till he conquered every hurdle,

Making good what had seemed loss.

In the game of life before us

We are players on the field,

While the crowd in life’s arena,

Waits to cheer to chant to plead.

What will be the final outcome?
That is not ours to decide,

How we play is now what matters, 

For our team, our Coach, our Guide.

© Norman E Brookes    October 2011          Tune: Hymn to Joy (WOV 92)       Based on Hebrews 12
Whangaparaoa Methodist Parish signboard

Touch    base with God

Pause    for prayer

Engage  with life
Audio testimonies

This link 2Kplus website will take you to a series of ten one-minute audio testimonies by prominent Christian rugby players and coaches. Included are: Nick Farr-Jones, Michael Jones and Jannie de Beer.

A Prayer for Humility

Creator of the foundations of the earth,

May I wear the jersey of humility 

with a self-knowledge found in the simple life style.

Let those who quest for power and privilege 
realise their deepest desires 

are met, not in worshipping their own ego, 

or putting others down, 

instead in the contemplation 

of parenting a maturity in others, 

to let the meek inherit the earth, 

through our courage to scrum together, Amen.

© John Howell, Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Parish Union Church, 2009)  - used with permission
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	Introduction / Background

	Today we continue in the gospel stream following a series of themes from Matthew that takes us to the end of the church year and up to the season of Advent. For those planning ahead the rest of the series looks like this:
     Matthew 22.34-46 
- The great commandment 
23 October

     Matthew 23.1-12
- The humble honoured 
30 October

     Matthew 25.1-13 
- A story of ten girls 

6 November

     Matthew 25.14-30 
- A story about using gifts 
13 November

     Matthew 25.31-46 
- Sheep and goats 

20 November
The passage where Jesus is questioned about which is the greatest commandment occurs in all three of the synoptic gospels. In Matthew and Luke the question is designed to put Jesus to the test. Mark, however, tells of a ‘scribe’ asking the question who is commended by Jesus for his wisdom.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	I don’t know how to love him
From the Andrew Lloyd Webber rock opera, Jesus Christ Superstar, this song picks up one of the themes arising for our gospel passage today. Tim Rice penned this to be sung by the character of Mary Magdalene about Jesus Read the lyrics. Hear the Helen Reddy version on YouTube. The rock opera has been made into a movie and a new production of it is currently being staged in Ontario, Canada.
Heart and Soul

To love ‘heart and soul’ means to love with our whole being. This is an idea carried in several love songs including one entitled “Heart and Soul” by Kiwi band The Narcs. They had a hit in 1984 with this track off their debut album. Watch on YouTube.  


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Distribute a heart-shaped card to everyone. You could include these with the newsletter, distribute them with your order of service sheets or pre-place them in the pews. You will also need to provide a pencil for everyone. 

On one side of the heart print “my love for God” and on the other “my love for neighbour”  (although this is not necessary if you give clear instructions). Allow space at the end of the service for people to respond to the message from the gospel today. 
First, lead in a meditation where people are asked to think about their love for God. What is it that we love about God?… his faithfulness? Mercy? Patience? Love? Creativity? Do we have trouble loving God? Do we need to ask the Spirit to rekindle our love for him?  Write a one sentence prayer on one side of the heart telling God about your love for Him.

Next, turn the heart over and think about our love for our neighbour. Recall that when someone asked, “who is my neighbour?” Jesus responded by telling the story of the Good Samaritan. We show our love by helping those in need. Who can you help in some way this week? Is there someone who would appreciate a visit or phone call, or an offer to babysit… or someone you could bake a cake for, or offer to mow their lawns? Write their name down so you will remember to follow this up in the week ahead. 
[image: image3.png]My love for God My love for neighbour







	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	Rhythm and Blues singer Whitney Houston shot to international fame with the release of her debut album. Whitney comes from a show biz family and is currently the most awarded female act of all time. Her first album, simply entitled Whitney Houston, had three number one hits: “Saving all my love”, “How will I know” and “Greatest love of all”. And what is the greatest love of all? Well, according to the lyric of the song, “Learning to love yourself is the greatest love of all.” The song certainly caught the mood of the day. It is perhaps significant that it was originally recorded by George Bensen for a movie called “The Greatest” about the boxer Muhammad Ali 
But what really is the greatest love that a person can have? We are pointed to an answer when one of the Pharisees asks Jesus a question about which commandment in the law is the greatest.
It was the last week before his crucifixion and Jesus was in the temple. The religious leaders were debating with him and trying to trap him with their questions. Last week we looked at the question they asked him about paying taxes. Jesus silenced them when he answered, “Give the Emperor what belongs to him and give God what belongs to God.”

The Sadducees then tried him on with a question about the resurrection. If a woman had several husbands – whose wife would she be at the resurrection? Finally, hoping that he would say something inappropriate, he is asked what the most important commandment is. 
Jesus replied by quoting from a familiar passage (Deuteronomy 6.4-5). It was the Shema, a prayer that every devout Jew said morning and evening:

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul 

and with all your strength. 
And then he tacked on a commandment from Leviticus (19.18): love your neighbour as yourself.
The rabbis had calculated that the law contained 618 commandments, 365 things to do (one for each day of the year) and 248 things that you must not do. Here Jesus reduces the 618 to two. So the greatest commandment is to love God and, inseparably linked to this, is the command to love our neighbour.
Now, some people have trouble loving God. In the rock opera Jesus Christ Superstar, Mary Magdalene sings a slow, haunting song about Jesus… “I don’t know how to love him.” The song goes on, “He's a man. He's just a man. And I've had so many men before, in very many ways, he's just one more.” But, of course, he wasn’t just one more. Our inability to love God is often because of a mistaken notion about who God is. There is an old saying, “To know is to love, to love is to serve.”
Know God and we will love him
For many the very idea of God often remains so vague that trying to love God is like loving the theory of relativity. Most of us recognize that the theory of relativity is something important but we wouldn’t want to have to explain what exactly it is. When our idea of God is equally vague and perhaps God is viewed as a unitive life-force, or a power to help us to achieve good, or maybe something akin to “the force” in Star Wars - how can we love something like that?
Some, who have had a strict Christian up-bringing, can’t help but see God as a kill-joy. He has a great list of rules that might well be for our ultimate good, but in the meantime serve to make life bland and boring. It’s hard to love a God like that.
Others have inherited a picture from Sunday School days of a God who is like an old man. Sure he’s wise, but he’s been sitting in his heaven for a long time now and he’s kind-of out of date. It’s hard to love a God who is inadequate for the digital age.

Still others have only known God described as a father. But their own father was hard, or critical, or weak… or left… How could they love God as a father?

To love God we must first get caught up in the process of knowing him. For Christians, the process of knowing God is tied in with the person of Jesus Christ. In Jesus we see God (John 14.9). The actions of Jesus reveal a God who is strong and compassionate, wise and concerned for people, powerful and loving, just and merciful, holy and yet approachable. 

To love God sometimes we need to shed the inadequate pictures that we have of him and come again to the God who is revealed in Jesus Christ. To know him is to love him.

Love God and we will serve him
Our love for other people provides a way to understand what it means for us to love God. When a man and a woman are in love they will seek each other’s company, try to understand each other, speak of their deepest desires, be faithful to each other and do things to please each other. 
So it is that the mark of our love for God is our desire to please him and to love our neighbour. John, who is known as the Apostle of love, puts it this way, “We love because God loved us first. But if we say we love God and don't love each other, we are liars. We cannot see God. So how can we love God, if we don't love the people we can see? … We show our love for God by obeying his commandments.” (1 John 4.19-20 & 5.3)
Our love for God is shown in our love for our neighbour. In a passage that we come to shortly in this series (Matthew 25.31-46) we will learn that when we feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, cloth the naked, care for the sick and imprisoned we actually do it for the Lord.
“To know is to love, to love is to serve.”
Love God with heart, soul and mind

Hebrew thought sees people as a whole rather than dividing them into composite bits. So, the ‘heart’ in this passage is not just the seat of the emotions. It is to be understood as the mind, will, emotions and moral understanding all tied up together. Likewise the ‘soul’ is not to be read as some spiritual inner part. Rather it is the life, the self, the person. The good news brings salvation to people, not just to the spiritual bits of them. So ‘heart and soul’ together mean our whole being. Our whole personality is to be tied up in for love of God, not just a fraction of us. 
And, because Greeks wouldn’t understand that ‘heart and soul’ includes the mind,  that gets included too in this passage. We are to love God reasonably and intelligently. 
John Wesley decried those who saw their faith as being at odds with reason, instead calling reason "the candle of the Lord, which he has fixed in our souls for excellent purposes,” (from his sermon ‘The case of reason impartially considered’)
What then are we to do?
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. This is the greatest commandment. And the second is like it, love others as much as you love yourself.


	Illustrations / Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	With all your mind
It is said that another evangelist wrote to John Wesley telling him, “The Lord has told me to tell you that he doesn’t need your book learning, your Greek and Hebrew.” 
Wesley is said to have replied, “Thank you sir. Your letter was superfluous, as I already knew the Lord has no need of my ‘book learning’ as you put it. However, although the Lord has not directed me to say so, on my own responsibility I would like to say, the Lord does not need your ignorance either.”
From The GeoChristian website


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23
Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8
God is love his mercy brightens MHB 53; WOV 66
God is love let heaven adore WOV 93; H&P 36; CMP 187
How lovely are your dwelling places SIS 171
I love you Lord SIS 419; CMP 287; S1 214
Jesus lover of my soul (Wesley) MHB 110; MHB 139; H&P 528; CMP 372; S2 838
Jesus lover of my soul (Ezzy, Grul, McPherson) S1 290
Just let me say S2 850
King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397
Let there be love SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317
Love divine MHB 431; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343
Make me a channel of your peace H&P 776; CMP 456; S1 348
Peace be with you  HIOS 111

Peace to the world HIOS 114

Take my life MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468
This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515
Worship the Lord MHB 9; WOV 382
See also The game of Life above


	Prayers

	Collect
Eternal God, giver of love and peace, 

you call your children to live together as one family. 

Give us grace to learn your ways 

and to do your will, 

that we may bring justice and peace to all people, 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship
Give thanks to the Lord among the people

Sing praises to him among the nations

For his steadfast love is high as the heavens

And his faithfulness extends to the clouds

May God be honoured above the heavens

May his glory be seen everywhere on earth

Based on Psalm 57.9-11

Day by day

Day by day, O Lord, three things I pray:
To see you more clearly, love you more dearly,
follow you more clearly,
day by day.
Attributed to St Richard of Chichester 1197-1253
Psalm 91 (selection)

Lord, through all the generations
you have been our home!
Before the mountains were born,
before you gave birth to the earth and the world,
from beginning to end, you are God.

You turn people back to dust, saying,
“Return to dust, you mortals!”
For you, a thousand years are as a passing day,
as brief as a few night hours.

You sweep people away like dreams that disappear.
They are like grass that springs up in the morning.
In the morning it blooms and flourishes,
but by evening it is dry and withered

O Lord, come back to us!
How long will you delay?
Take pity on your servants!
Satisfy us each morning with your unfailing love,
so we may sing for joy to the end of our lives.
Give us gladness in proportion to our former misery!
Replace the evil years with good.
Let us, your servants, see you work again;
let our children see your glory.

And may the Lord our God show us his approval
and make our efforts successful.
Yes, make our efforts successful!

New Living Translation (NLT) copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation
The International Prayer for Peace 
Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe
See also  A prayer for humility above


	Children
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	Post-it notes and a list of rules
Ask the children if they can tell you any of their school rules. You might have to suggest things to get them started like: 

    Students must walk indoors

    Cell phones must be turned off in class

    Jewellery is not permitted at school

    Walking pace only around the pool…

What about road rules? 

    Keep to the left hand side of the road

    Keep to the speed limit…

Do they have rules at home? 

    Do your homework before watching television

    No running with scissors…

Write each one on a post-it note. You could add in the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20.1-17) and write these, one on each page as well. Get the children to try and arrange all your rules in order of importance by sticking them to the wall with the most important rules at the top and the least important at the bottom.
Now read Matthew 22.34-39.  Write the commandments of Jesus:
            Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind
and      Love others as much as you love yourself
Put these on post-it notes and show that they belong above all the others in first and second place.


	PowerPoint

Ctrl+Click to follow link
That ‘love your neighbour’ thing… I meant that.

· God

	Follow this link for a beautiful Heart-shaped cloud image for the Greatest commandment.
For Week of Prayer for World Peace - Google images for ‘dove’ or ‘peace dove’
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
8

