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Friday 22 April 2011
Contemplate the Cross
Year A - Good Friday - 29A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 52.13-53.12 The prophet tells of the suffering of the servant of the Lord. “He was wounded and crushed because of our sins.”
Psalm 22 From deep suffering the psalmist cries out in anguish, “My God, my God why have you deserted me?” His shame turns to praise when God’s deliverance comes.
Hebrews 4.14-16 & 5.7-9 Because Jesus suffered he can understand our needs. When we come to him we will find grace, mercy and help.
John 18.1-19.42 John’s account of the betrayal, arrest, trial, sentencing, death and burial of Jesus.


	Introduction / Background

	This is the day to contemplate the story passion of our Lord. Keep the service simple and let the long scripture reading from John’s gospel speak for itself. I suggest that you break this reading down into paragraphs and get different readers (10?) to read a portion each as the service progresses.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Make a large rough cross and have it at the front of the church. If you are unable to secure it upright, just lie it on the floor. Lean a soldier’s spear against it. Have pens, notepaper and hammers available at the front of the church. Before the passage is read that tells of Jesus being nailed to the cross (John 19.17-27) hand out a nail to everyone. Ask people to contemplate the forgiveness that is offered through the cross. At the end of the service get people to come forward with their nail. Ask them to write on the paper those things they’d like to confess, then fold it and nail it to the cross. 
Finish with some words of absolution like, “The word of God says that if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away. Our Lord forgives you and absolves you of all your sins.”
You could make your own PowerPoint slideshow or use this YouTube slideshow of the crucifixion which is set to the Randy Matthews song “Didn’t he”.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Today our Scripture readings have followed Christ’s steps from the Garden of Gethsemene, where Jesus prayed in anguish, to the courtyard of the High Priest, where he was bound. Then Jesus was taken on to Pilate’s palace and out to his judge’s bench where he was sentenced to death. Finally we followed Jesus to Golgotha, the place of the skull, where he was hung on a cross and died. It’s a sad, sad, story.
Has it ever stuck you as a strange paradox that we should call the Friday of Holy Week “Good Friday”? “Good Friday” - what a strange and contradictory term. 
How could the day of execution of an innocent man be called good?

How could the mockery, shame, humiliation and whipping of the Son of God be ever called good?

How on earth could this time, when nails were driven through those hands of compassion, be called good?

What absurd logic has it that we call today “Good Friday”?

The term “Good Friday” is used in mainly English speaking countries. In other lands this day is known as “Long Friday”, “Day of Preparation”, “Day of the Lord’s Passion” or “Passion of the Cross”. Reason would seem to dictate that we would call the day “Bad Friday” or “Dark and Evil Friday”.

“Good Friday”, however, is a corruption of the medieval English term “God’s Friday”.

Today is God’s Friday
Despite all that happened on the day of Christ’s execution these events are all contained in the providence of God. That is not to say that God intended evil. He didn’t determine that the disciples would flee, Pilate would pronounce such a sentence or that the soldiers would act in such a callous manner. But to say it is God’s Friday is to say that God’s foresight and care extended even over these events. They do not represent God momentarily losing control. The crucifixion was no accident. 
The suffering God was at the cross, experiencing the pain of his own dear Son. But, as in our reading from the Psalms today, his sight also reached beyond the pain and isolation to the deliverance that this would bring about. He saw beyond the cross to the new creation, the new order, and the open door to the family of God that the cross would achieve. 

In the same way the evil that comes to all of us from time to time is neither in the intent of God, nor is it an accident. Good Friday is a symbol for these days that occur in your life and mine. Sometimes in our pain, sorrow and hurt we also cry out, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” Whether it be from natural disaster, professional failure, poor health or financial difficulty we also experience life on Good Friday. God sees us in our time of crisis, but his providence also sees beyond the crisis. We live under the gaze of a loving God.
The news of the Christchurch earthquake was full of stories of rescuers putting themselves in dangerous and unpleasant circumstances in their attempts to find survivors in the rubble. People are prepared to endure all sorts of hardship when there is some noble purpose involved. Our reading from the prophet today shows that the suffering of the Servant of the Lord is tied in to an outcome which has an overarching divine purpose. “The Lord decided his servant would suffer as a sacrifice to take away the sin and guilt of others.” (Isaiah 53.10)
The trouble is that it is rare for us to be able to see any purpose at all in the suffering that comes our way. What purpose could there be in a building collapsing and killing dozens of people? What purpose in the death of a child, a sudden redundancy or a long illness? At such a time all we can say is to…
Find comfort in the cross
The suffering of Christ brings God near and becomes for us a source of comfort.  Jurgen Moltmann has entitled his famous Christology book “The Crucified God”. He explains, 
    “What sort of being, then, would be a God who was only ‘almighty’? He would 
    be a being without experience, a being without destiny and a being who is 
    loved by no one. A man who experiences helplessness, a man who suffers 
    because he loves, a man who can die, is therefore a richer being than an 
    omnipotent God who cannot suffer, cannot love and cannot die’ 

    Jurgen Moltmann, The Crucified God (London: SCM, 1982) p223. 
The good news for all who suffer is that within the heart of God there is an ability to identify with us. The Son of God has been here on earth and suffered. The suffering of Jesus brings God near in our experience. Jesus is God made flesh, God alongside of us, identifying with us. As we contemplate the cross we know that God understands about pain and that we can talk to him about our suffering and find, in him, comfort and strength.  
Not only that we can…
Find forgiveness in the cross

It is God’s Friday because, in the mystery of God’s plan for our reconciliation and wholeness, forgiveness comes to us by means of the cross of Christ. The letter to the Colossians puts it this way, “God wiped out the charges that were against us for disobeying the Law of Moses. He took them away and nailed them to the cross.” (Colossians 2.14). This is good news indeed. When we fall short of God’s standards, as we all do, we find in the mystery of the cross forgiveness from God and reconciliation with him and with one another. In this sense Jesus has taken the hatred and evil of those brutal events of that fateful Friday and turned them upside down. He has turned them to good and to our benefit. It is God’s Friday. It is Good Friday 
Reflecting on the cross, John Newton penned the words to this hymn:
I saw one hanging on a tree,
In agony and blood,
Who fixed his languid eyes on me,
As near his cross I stood.

Sure, never to my latest breath,
Can I forget that look;
It seemed to charge me with his death,
Though not a word he spoke.

My conscience felt and owned the guilt,
And plunged me in despair,
I saw my sins his blood had spilt,
And helped to nail him there.

A second look he gave, which said,
“I freely all forgive;
This blood is for your ransom paid;
I die that you may live.”

It was for me, upon a tree
He died in agony,
And now I give my life to live,
For him who died for me.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21
At the foot of the cross S1 32

Beneath the cross of Jesus MHB 179; H&P 165; CMP 55; S1 45

E te Iwi AA 32

Fill my eyes SIS 105
Follow the way FFS 16

God who weeps HIOS 52

Great ring of light AA 57

It is a thing most wonderful MHB 854; H&P 224; CMP 346; S2 801
It’s your blood SIS 566; CMP 351; S1 250
I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 171; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821
Man of sorrows MHB 176; S1 350; H&P 228; CMP 458; S1 350
O Christ, you hang upon a cross HIOS 108

On a cool and autumn dawn  HIOS 110

On a hill far away CMP 536; S1 403; CMP 536; S1 403
O the passion S2 930

The cross that once on Calvary’s hill WHV 49

There is a green hill far away MHB 180; WOV 266; H&P 178; CMP 674; S2 990
There is a Redeemer SIS 644; S1 492; CMP 673; S1 492
What have we done to you? FFS 70

When I survey MHB 182; WOV 258; H&P 180; CMP 755; S1 572
Who will carry the cross with me? FFS 79
You did not wait for me CMP 969
You exchanged my curses for blessings SIS 479


	Prayers

	Collect 
Almighty God, 

your Son Jesus Christ 
endured the cross for our sake. 
Remove from us all coldness and cowardice of heart, 
and give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 22
My God, my God, why have you deserted me?
Why are you so far away?

Won’t you listen to my groans and come to my rescue?

I cry day and night, but you don’t answer

and I can never rest.

Yet you are the holy God, ruling from your throne

and praised by Israel.

Our ancestors trusted you, and you rescued them.

When they cried to you for help you saved them

and you didn’t let them down when they depended on you.
But I am merely a worm, far less than human

and I am hated and rejected by people everywhere

Everyone who sees me makes fun and sneers

They shake their heads and say,

“Trust the Lord! If you are his favourite 

let him protect you and keep you safe”

I can count all my bones 

and my enemies just stare and sneer at me.

They took my clothes and gambled them.

Don’t stay far away Lord!
My strength comes from you, so hurry and help

Everyone on this earth will remember you Lord

People all over the world will turn and worship you

because you are in control, the ruler of the nations.

In future everyone will worship

and learn about you, our Lord.

People not yet born will be told

“The Lord has saved us!”
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
Lament

Address
O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

We have been brought near to you only by the suffering of your Son

After he suffered and died on the cross

You raised him to life again

We look to him as our Lord and Saviour

Complaint
Life is hard for us God

Good people suffer grief and illness

People we depend on let us down

We feel hurt, abandoned, lonely and crushed

Our hopes have been shattered into a thousand pieces

like a dropped crystal vase

Sometimes life is so painful 

we wonder how we can continue

Darkness descends upon us like a thick cloud 

and death is around every corner

(Pause - to make your own complaint)
Petition

Be a friend to us when we are alone
and help us when we are troubled

Heal the pain 

and take away our fears

Motivation

Because of your grace and love

and your faithfulness to your people in the past

be merciful to us

We are in your hands

Vow of offering

And we will praise you, Our Lord and God

because you are good

Assurance of being heard

You are our God and our protector

May everyone know of your greatness

Amen


	PowerPoint




	Google images for “crucifixion” or “passion of the Christ”
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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