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Sunday 20 November 2011
Sheep and Goats
Year A - Pentecost 23/ Reign of Christ - 67A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24 The Lord promises to be a good shepherd who will rescue, feed, protect and care for his people.
Psalm 100 A song of thanks and praise to the creator God.
Ephesians 1 .15-23 Paul prays that God’s Spirit will be given to the Ephesian church. He then explains that Christ’s reign is “for the good of the church”.
Matthew 25.31-46  At the final judgement the Son of Man will separate people into two groups: those who served the needy and those who did not.


	Introduction / Background
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	Reign of Christ
This Sunday is the last Sunday in the church year and is known as both “Reign of Christ” and “Christ the King”. The church seasons, celebrations and holy days through the last year culminate today in an acknowledgement of the cosmic significance of Christ. All of our Scripture readings today link around this theme. In 10 Minutes we focus particularly on a passage from the gospel which presents Christ as king and judge on the day of his appearing. It is a story that is only found in Matthew’s gospel.
Faith alone?
While studying the scriptures Martin Luther became convinced that our justification before God comes from “faith alone” (sola fide). For the reformers who followed him this was central to their understanding of salvation – it is not our own works that justify us, but faith alone. 
But can faith ever be “alone”?  In our gospel reading from Matthew today it looks like Jesus has a message of salvation by works. Is it not true that our works are evidence of authentic faith? Unless good works accompany our confession of faith the genuineness of our belief is brought into question.

Next week is the beginning of Advent. A new series of messages has been planned with outreach in mind. You can find Advent information and Nativity Plays  on the Methodist website. The series plan is as follows:

    Isaiah 64.1-9   - Rip the heavens apart! Come!     27 November      Advent 1              

    Isaiah 40.1-11 - The Lord is coming!                     4 December        Advent 2              

    1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 Christmas joy & peace  11 December      Advent 3              

    Luke 1.26-38 - Nothing is impossible for God!      18 December      Advent 4              

    Luke 2.1-20 - Jesus is born       Christmas Day     25 December    



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	As part of our civic responsibility we need to make mention of the elections coming up next weekend. While this is not a time to for church leaders to make party-political speeches, it is appropriate to pray for the elections on Saturday and for the Prime Minister and Members of Parliament who will be elected. Pray that they will have God’s strength and wisdom. There is also an important referendum and we need to be aware of the implications of this.  Understanding the Referendum
A few movies that relate to today’s theme:

Mother Teresa (2003 - PG) starring Olivia Hussey. This film tells the true story of the faith of a simple and determined Albanian nun who served the poor, dying and abandoned in the slums of Calcutta.

Brother Sun, Sister Moon (1972 - PG) Franco Zeffirelli’s life of St Francis of Assisi was made for the hippie generation and what looked ‘cool’ back in 1972 looks distinctly corny today. However, despite the fact that it hasn’t aged well, this movie does capture some of the romance and wonder of a life in which riches are abandoned to serve God and the poor. Music by Donovan (Lietch – not Donavon Frankenreiter, he wasn’t born when this was made!)
Les Miserables (1998 - M) A film adaptation of Victor Hugo’s novel starring Liam Neeson and Uma Thurman. French thief, Jean Valjean (played by Neeson), is caught stealing silverware from the bishop. The bishop, however, tells the police that the silverware was not stolen but a gift. This act of generosity to lowly Valjean works its way into his conscience so that he desires to give something back to God.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	A cup of water
Display water jugs and plastic cups on the communion table at the front of the church. At an appropriate time in the service have a team of stewards (church leaders perhaps) pour a little water into each plastic cup and distribute them so that everyone in the church has one. 

Ask people to pause and reflect how easy it is (in our land) to give away a glass of water. It doesn’t really cost anything.  Ask everyone to think of an act of service that they can do in the week ahead. It could be a simple thing that doesn’t cost us much at all: visit a lonely neighbour, encourage a discouraged work mate, welcome a new person at your school, visit a church member in hospital or rest home care, ring a needy friend, write an note to someone who is feeling cut off…

Get everyone to drink their water together while making a commitment to God to do the thing that they have thought of.

 

	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	As I write this, there is a news report that another boat, loaded with asylum seekers en route to Australia, has sunk off the coast of Central Java. Up to 27 people are feared drowned. On the television news Australian Home Affairs Minister, Brendan O'Connor, has responded to the situation by repeatedly saying that, as a discouragement to these asylum seekers, Australia needs to “put in place the most effective deterrent.” One can’t help but wonder, when the chance of death by drowning is so high and those who successfully arrive in Australia end up in refugee prison camps, what sort of deterrent he has in mind. Is the spectre of unwanted refugees such that he is blind to the desperate circumstances from which these people come? 
Which brings us to today’s gospel passage about sheep and goats. This is a story about having compassion for those in desperate circumstances. It is also a story of inheriting the kingdom and of the final judgement by the Son of Man at the end of the age. In it Jesus elaborates on some of the criteria used in the judgement of the nations. 
The separation of sheep and goats was a common occurrence with which Matthew’s readers would have been familiar. While to the modern Western mind the difference between sheep and goats seems glaringly obvious, within this Eastern setting sheep and goats often intermingled and looked similar in appearance.  The point of the story rests on the fact that there are two kinds of people, but they cannot be distinguished at a cursory glance. Then, when they are separated into two groups at the end of the age, people will clearly be taken by surprise at where the lines are drawn between the groups. Some who didn’t expect it are granted eternal life, and others are unexpectedly sent away to eternal punishment. At this time the dividing lines will be clear. There are sheep and goats; insiders and outsiders; and eternal destinies to be determined. The clarity of vision of the Son of Man in his judgments contrasts the lack of clarity among those whom he judges. 

Vote for others
By happy coincidence the lectionary leads us to a gospel reading today that has a most appropriate message for the last Sunday before election day. Jesus is saying here that the thing that really ultimately matters is what we do with the “least of these”: The hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and the imprisoned. Surely this should bring social welfare and foreign aid to the top of the election issues that will determine our vote. 

Our society is sick with selfishness. So it is that every politician is busy trying to appeal to our selfish desires. And it’s not unusual to hear:

Vote for me: 
if you’re a worker
we’ll tax you less



if you’re retired
we’ll guarantee your superannuation



if you’re a student
we’ll lower your fees

Don’t get caught into the trap of voting for yourself. It is just such self-interest that is condemned by our reading today. Who should we vote for then? Today’s story reflects the constant Scriptural bias is toward the poor, the needy and the stranger. Now it is time to respond in the way we vote.
Don’t vote for yourself. Vote for the poor, and the homeless, and needy; for foreign aid and debt reduction for the poorest nations; vote for the refugees. Vote for the well-being of others.
Act mercifully

Of course we want our government and our church to set in place policies and plans to help the needy, and we need to do our part to ensure that this happens. But that doesn’t absolve us from personal responsibility. It is easy for us to miss the consequences and eternal significance of ordinary acts done out of a sense of compassion:     a phone call to encourage the downcast; 
                         a welcome to the immigrant family in our neighbourhood; 
                         a visit to the hospital, rest home or prison; 
                         a contribution to the food bank. 
By such behaviour the flock of God is identified.  All the religious talk in the world won’t move the gates of heaven if it is not matched with acts of mercy. We saw earlier in this chapter from Matthew those that those who cried, “Lord, Lord” (Matthew 25.11) were the ones shut out of the wedding feast.

And surprise, surprise in this story it is not the malicious acts perpetrated by evil people that separate some from the eternal life to be inherited. It is rather the sins of omission. Some neglected to visit the sick, others neglected to invite strangers, still others neglected to feed the hungry. The suffering and the needy were before their eyes and they neglected to respond. 
Do it for Jesus
In the story of sheep and goats, those who showed compassion to the needy unwittingly did it for Jesus. Doing it for Jesus is a strong motivation. It was this thought that propelled the diminutive Albanian nun, Mother Teresa, to begin the Missionaries of Charity and spend her life serving the destitute and dying in Calcutta. In her own words:
“I see Jesus in every human being.
 I say to myself, this is hungry Jesus,
 I must feed him.
 This is sick Jesus.
 This one has leprosy or gangrene;
 I must wash him and tend to him.
 I serve because I love Jesus.”

“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25.40.


	Illustrations / Stories
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	Tampa Refugees

In 2001 the Norwegian container ship MV Tampa rescued 438 asylum seekers from a fishing boat in distress north of Christmas Island. The Australian government then refused to let the Tampa enter Australian waters. In the impasse with Australian authorities that followed New Zealand agreed to take 133 of these people as refugees. They were eventually joined in New Zealand by 253 relatives. Far from being a security threat and a drain on the economy as many had supposed, a 2005 documentary The Pacific Solution showed them to be a contributing part of New Zealand society. 
Read a  Dominion Post article about this, or the Wikipedia entry.
Francis of Assisi

The turning point of Francis’ life is said to have come one day when he was out riding his horse in the plains below Assisi. He came upon a man suffering from leprosy. Such were the sores on this poor man that his shocking state horrified Francis. He summoned all his strength to overcome his revulsion, dismounted, kissed the man’s hand and gave him all the money he had with him.

Quotes
The "least of my brethren" are the hungry and the lonely, 
not only for food, but for the Word of God; 
the thirsty and the ignorant 
not only for water, but also for knowledge, peace, truth, justice and love; 
the naked and the unloved, 
not only for clothes but also for human dignity; 
the unwanted; the unborn child; the racially discriminated against; the homeless
    and abandoned, 
not only for a shelter made of bricks, but for a heart that understands, that covers,
    that loves; 
the sick, the dying destitutes, and the captives, 
not only in body, but also in mind and spirit; 
all those who have lost all hope and faith in life; the alcoholics and dying addicts 
     and all those who have lost God (for them God was but God is) and who have 
     lost all hope in the power of the Spirit. 

Mother Teresa
Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,
in all the places you can,
at all the times you can,
to all the people you can,
as long as you ever can.
John Wesley



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77
Deep in the human heart HIOS 19

Great ring of light AA 57

He is exalted (Paris) SIS 518; CMP 217; S1 156
He is exalted (Soto) SIS 143

He is the King of kings SIS 240

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed CMP 996; S1 278

Jesus shall reign MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; S3 1376
Jesus we enthrone you SIS 431; CMP 388; S1 300

Just a cup of water  AA 83

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397
King of kings and Lord of lords SIS 409; CMP 398; S1 307

King of kings, majesty CMP 1000; S1 309

Majesty SIS 206; CMP 454; S1 346

Reign King Jesus, reign SIS 227

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948
Sing praise and thanksgiving WOV 25

Sing we the king MHB 116; CMP 602; H&P 244
The Kingdom of God is justice and joy H&P 139; CMP 651
This is our faith HIOS136
When I needed a neighbour WOV 558
You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 144; H&P 278; CMP 784; S2 1074
Our psalm this week, Psalm 100, is particularly singable. The Scripture in Song version (Make a joyful noise unto the Lord SIS 132) has an attractive, bouncy tune that carries it along… and doesn’t want to stop. All of the following also have Psalm 100 as their inspiration:
All people that on earth do dwell (known as “Old 100th’) MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; 

     CMP 20; S1 13
All the earth proclaim the Lord WOV 100

Before Jehovah’s awesome throne MHB 8; H&P 61 (Note that newer hymnals 
     change the word ‘awful’ to ‘awesome’ in order to retain the original meaning!)

Cry out with joy WOV 97

Make a joyful noise all you people S1 347
My gracious Lord, I own your right WOV 483; H&P 741
Sing all creation  WOV 111


	Prayers

	Collect

Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne in heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord: 

keep the church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A psalm of thanksgiving
Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing with joy.

Acknowledge that the Lord is God!
He made us, and we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and praise his name.

For the Lord is good.
His unfailing love continues forever,
and his faithfulness continues to each generation
Psalm 100 NLT New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation.
Responsive litany

In places of neglect where children are forgotten, 

where young people are rejected, 

where beneficiaries are pushed to the edges, 

where those with mental and physical disabilities become invisible:

Wherever we turn our back on God’s people,

Surely God is in that place.

In violent places battered with guns and bombs; 
in places poisoned with hatred and prejudice; 
in places where bullies rule by fear; 
in places where punishment brutalises:

Wherever God’s people are abused,
Surely God is in that place.

In places shocked by natural disasters, 
where fires rage, 
where floods submerge the land, 
where droughts starve life, 
where earthquakes shatter and destroy:
Wherever God’s people are overwhelmed by forces of nature,
Surely God is in that place.

In kitchens and cafes, 
on park benches and street corners, 
in a crowd or alone, 
in bedrooms and night shelters,
in doorways and under bridges:
Wherever God’s people eat, drink and sleep, 

Surely God is in that place.

In places of healing, where someone listens

and someone gently touches, 
where there is safety and rest, skill and patience, 
where there is trust and respect:
Wherever God’s people know compassion and care,

Surely God is in that place.

In streets where neighbours say hello; 
in cities that offer a human face;

in churches that look outwards, not inwards; 

in countries that welcome refugees:
Wherever God’s people find a place to belong, 

Surely God is in that place.

God of all times and places, 
there is no place without your presence. 

Where you are, there is our place. Amen.

© Diana Roberts (used with permission) 

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw
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	Sheep and goats
Project or print a series of pictures of sheep and goats. (Google images for “sheep and goats” to get more pictures.) Get the children to sort the animals into two groups. Which are the sheep and which are the goats? In this one it is easy to tell the difference. In these models (pictured left) it is very hard to tell them apart. This one is from a vet supply company and in this photo of sheep and goats it is difficult to tell one from another.
Read or tell Jesus’ story of sheep and goats (Matthew 25.31-46 in a children’s Bible.) 
Explain that in Jesus’ day sheep and goats often grazed together in the field and looked very similar in appearance. Jesus was saying that it is hard to tell who his people really are by just having a quick look. Being dressed nicely or being able to talk in religious language has got nothing to do with it. It is those who welcome new people, help needy people and work to feed the hungry that are really God’s people. 


	PowerPoint
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	Sheep and goats image.
Michaelangelo’s Last Judgement fresco from the Sistine Chapel.
Fourteenth century Florentinischer Meister painting of the reigning Christ from San Giovanni Church in Florence, Italy.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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