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 Sunday 17 July 2011
Weeds in the wheat
Year A - Pentecost 5 - 48A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Genesis 28.10-19a Jacob has a dream in which he sees a ladder reaching to heaven. God promises him the land on which he is sleeping and descendants that will spread over all the earth.
Psalm 139.1-12, 23-24 David declares that the Lord is always so near to us that he knows what we will say even before we say it. “Such wonderful knowledge 

is far above me.”
Romans 8.12-25 Paul reminds the Christians in Rome that they are God’s children and, though they may suffer in the present, God has a wonderful future in store for them.
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 Jesus tells another story about a farmer. An enemy of the farmer sows weeds amongst his wheat and the two plants cannot be divided until harvest time. This parable is only found in Matthew’s gospel.
This Sunday is Bible Sunday. If you haven’t received resources in the mail these are available online from the Bible Society website.
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	“10 Minutes on Tuesday” is now in a series of messages from the gospel stream of the lectionary. For those like to plan, an outline of the series is printed below:

Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles

10 July

Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23
A story about a farmer

17 July

Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43
Weeds in the wheat

24 July

Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Parables of the Kingdom

31 July

Matthew 14.13-21

Feeding 5000

7 August
Matthew 14.22-33

Walking on water

14 August
Matthew 15. 10-28

A woman’s faith

21 August
Matthew 16.13-20

Who is Jesus?

28 August
Matthew 16.21-28

Take up your cross

The church and the kingdom
Today we look at the parable of the wheat and weeds. This is another parable of the kingdom. In the gospels we see Jesus inaugurating the era of the kingdom. But what is the kingdom? And what is the relationship between the kingdom and the church? 

The kingdom is present wherever God’s reign is exercised. Although we may experience it as a present reality, there is also a “not yet” aspect to the kingdom, for it awaits its future fulfilment. While the church is not to be identified as the kingdom it is a manifestation of the kingdom.
The Methodist General Board Of Discipleship (GBOD) website gives some helpful suggestions of how you and your worship team might plan to tackle today’s gospel passage.  
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	Today’s gospel passage lends itself to being used to bring an evangelistic message majoring on the grace of God and the offer of forgiveness.

Judgement 
The parable of the weeds and the wheat carries the theme of judgement. The old hell-fire preachers used to major on this theme. By contrast Christians in our own day often miss this as a Biblical theme altogether. I was in a group looking at the story of the Noah and the ark recently and, when asked about the themes of the story, nobody suggested judgement! In presenting this parable there is value in reflecting for a moment and asking yourself:

· What does the Christian faith says about evil in the world?

· What is God going to do about it?

· What do I believe about this?

It seems to me that there are two emphases of this scripture, that are also repeated in other places:

· We are warned away from passing judgement, because that’s God’s job. “Judge not” says Jesus.

· God is very slow to pass judgement. In the parable, this is the point of allowing the plants to grow until harvest. The description “slow to anger” is used of the Lord nine times in the Bible and all but one of these is followed by the phrase “abounding in love”.
Invisible church

This parable, and others similar (the sheep and the goats, the fish net) have been used to argue for the existence of an “invisible church”. The thought is that the true church of God is an entity invisible to us and contained within the visible church community. 
Augustine was probably the first to explicitly mention this when he wrote of “the invisible union of love.” He did this in the context of coping with the hypocrisy and deceit which he could see existing within the institutional church. He responded by writing of the invisible, faithful core existing within the tainted, visible institution of the church. It was a theme taken up by several of the later church reformers.
I have published a book about this referencing ideas from the history of the church and implications for the future - Church Invisible: Insights for Today’s Church from the Sixteenth Century Radicals (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2013).

Playing God
Paramore have got a song all about judging other people. It’s called “Playing God” and you’ll find it on their 2009 Brand New Eyes album. If you’ve got a youth congregation you may like to use it as an introduction. It includes the catchy little lyrics:
Next time you point a finger

I might have to bend it back

Or break it, break it off

Next time you point a finger

I’ll point it to the mirror
Read all the lyrics. Watch on youtube.
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Available from kererupublishing.com

	In many tongues will I speak to my people – Bible Sunday
Ask everyone to bring a copy of the Bible written in their native tongue. Read the today’s gospel passage in English then get others to read it in the own language. Keep going until the passage has been read in every language group represented in your congregation. 
Worship station – Weeds in the wheat
At each station you will need:

A clean weed sprayer (a new one or a large picture of a weed sprayer).

Felt pens.

Paper.

The following instructions printed out in large type

INSTRUCTIONS

Read from the Bible Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 

Activity

If all the evil in the world was like weeds and I could get rid of it with weed killer, what would I like to spray away? Write or draw your thoughts on a piece of paper.

Consider

What evil exists in me that I would like to spray away? 

Are there some things that I’ve sprayed before, but now I’ve got re-growth?

Prayer

Lord God,

you know all about me,

who I am, what I think and what I do.

I confess that I have not lived up to your standards.

In fact I haven’t even lived up to my own.

I’m truly sorry.

Have mercy on me

forgive me

and help me to change.

Amen.
© Andrew Gamman & Caroline Bindon, Stations for Parables of Jesus (Auckland: Kereru Publishing) – used with permission


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	We are following on from our message last week and we find Jesus still in Galilee, and still beside the lake. We can imagine that Jesus’ audience is made up of ordinary people and they are looking out on farmers working in their fields. If you thought the farmer in last week’s story had it hard with so little of his seed landing in good soil, this week’s farmer has a bigger problem on his hands.
By night, when everyone was asleep, an enemy has come and planted weeds through his wheat field and then slipped away unnoticed before dawn. 
Local farmers knew well the curse of a weed called darnel. The problem with darnel was that, in the early stages of growth, it looked so much like wheat that it was impossible to tell the difference between the two. It was only when it formed seed heads that you could tell one from the other. By that time the roots of the weeds and the wheat were so intertwined that to start weeding would mean you’d seriously damage your wheat crop. However, the plants did need to be separated otherwise the bitter darnel seeds would taint the wheat. The process of separation was slow and laborious. So we have some idea of the terrible plight of the farmer.
But what is Jesus saying to us in our situations today from this story?
Don’t judge

By means of this story, Jesus is saying what he has already said directly, “Do not judge” (Matthew 7.1).
There is evil in the world

The field is the world and there is evil sown in it by the enemy. The evil is sown throughout. There are no unqualified good people in this world just as there are no unqualified bad people. Some people act like the task of Christians is to rid the world of evil. The parable says that, in embarking on any such campaign, the danger is that we would up-root everyone. 

That doesn’t mean that we are not to take a stand against such evils as injustice and exploitation where we find them. But as Christians our emphasis should be more on the kingdom’s growth and producing good fruit rather than all the things that we may be against.
There is evil in the church

New Christians often find this a very hard thing to learn. They accept Christ’s offer of forgiveness and new life and are brought into this new community called the church. Then, to their surprise, among those who claim to be followers of Jesus they find divisions, or resentment, or dishonesty, or greed, or criticism. And sadly some leave the church at this stage. 

How can you tell who is a true follower of Christ and who isn’t? Jesus says that you can’t. In the history of the church many of those who were called heretics in their own time have come later to be regarded as pioneers of truth. 
The workers in Jesus’ parable wanted to rip the weeds out, but they would have torn out the wheat as well. Judgement had to wait until the harvest. 

We are inclined to judge others by a single thing that they do, or by a single stage in their lives. But God takes a longer view. One person might make a terrible mistake and then live well for the rest of her life. Another may live honourably and then ruin it all through bad choices. One may talk loudly and frequently of his Christian faith but secretly live a life ensnared by evil. Another may never mention God at all but in her heart be surrendered to God’s will. Which ones are the true Christians? We don’t know.

There is evil in our hearts

Only by some kind of self-righteous pride could any of us claim to be weedless fields. We know it. We’ve seen it. We recognise it. There is evil in our hearts. The deeper we look within, the more we see our own mixed motives behind even the best things that we do. 
We can never free ourselves from evil by trying to get it all out. It is what we put into our lives that helps us to overcome evil. (see Trees in Winter below) That’s why reading the scriptures and fellowship with other Christians is so important. And that’s why the scriptures encourage us to keep on being filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5.18 – the tense is present continuous). 

Yes, there is evil in the world… and in the church… and in our hearts, but the story of the weeds and the wheat tells us not to judge. We simply can’t separate the good from the bad. But, like so many of the stories that Jesus told, there is a hook in the tail. For there is also a message here to…
Prepare for judgement

Although we can’t judge, the Son of Man will judge at the end of the age. In the graphic imagery of the story the weeds will be thrown “into a flaming furnace” and the wheat will “shine like the sun”. A repeated message of Jesus is that God is long-suffering and slow to judge but he will not endlessly tolerate evil and rebellion. He will in the end divide the good from the bad; the true followers from the false.
But we are not good people and we know we are not. The questions then that we need to ask are:

     Have we come to the cross and asked for forgiveness? 
     Have we found there God’s grace and the offer of new life?

This is the life of Christ that is given for us and to us. Such is the powerful impact of new life in Christ that the Apostle Paul declared, “I have died, but Christ lives in me.” (Galatians 2.20). And the promise contained in the story of the wheat and the weeds is that there is a wonderful eternity to inherit for the daughters and sons of the Living God. So it is that Jesus says, quoting the prophet (Daniel 12.3), “everyone who has done right will shine like the sun.” (Matthew 13.43). We know that it’s not like that now. In the present age God’s people aren’t all light and warmth… but one day they will be! This is the hope that we carry; the future that we look to inherit.


	Illustrations / Stories

	“The picture of a man deliberately sowing darnel in someone else’s field is by no means only imagination. That was actually sometimes done. To this day in India one of the direst threats which a man can make to an enemy is ‘I will sow bad seed in your field.’ And in codified Roman law this crime is forbidden and its punishment laid down.”
William Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew, Vol 2 (Edinburgh: St Andrew Press, 1994 reprint) p 73-74

Trees in winter
If you look through an orchard at this time of year the trees are almost bare. The fruit has been harvested and the leaves have fallen. A closer inspection however shows not all the leaves have gone. One or two dead leaves cling tenaciously to the branches. There is also still some fruit, missed by the pickers and now rotted and mummified, hanging on the trees. 

How do you get rid of that dead and rotten stuff? Well, you don’t really have to worry about it because when spring comes, and the new season’s sap begins to flow through the branches, it just drops off.
Sometimes in our lives we can be consumed with getting the dead and rotten stuff out when getting the good stuff flowing in can produce a much better result. 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
Abba, Father let me be SIS 305; CMP 3; S1 1
Beneath the cross of Jesus MHB 197; H&P 165; CMP 55
Be thou my vision MHB 632; WOV 455; H&P 378; CMP 51; S1 50
Create in me a clean heart CMP 108; S2 669
God has spoken to his people CMP 182
God of the Bible  FFS 25 

God who sets us on a journey  FFS 32

Here I am SIS 523; CMP 229; S1 161

It’s me, it’s me, it’s me O Lord S3 1332
It’s no longer I that’s living SIS 8
Jesus lover of my soul S1 290
Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297
Lo, God is here! let us adore MHB 683; H&P 531
Lord, dismiss us with your blessing MHB 693; H&P 652
Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329
Lord the light of your love is shining SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335
O God of Bethel MHB 607; WOV 49; H&P 442; CMP 907
O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515; S2 917
Open our eyes Lord SIS 390; CMP 545; S3 1468
Open the eyes of my heart S2 926

Surely the presence of the Lord (Sheet music and lyrics available to buy from 

     Musicnotes)
Tell me the stories of Jesus MHB 858; H&P 153; CMP 629; S3 1521
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	Collect

Eternal God, 

in Christ you make yourself our guest. 

Amid all our cares and concerns 

make us attentive to your voice 

and alert to your presence, 

that we may prize your word above all else; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Wheat and weeds

God who sifts at harvest time,
The path in the pine needles 

marks the forest floor 

undulating through the valley.

The cold silver mist hangs in the air 

held like silk threads in the spider’s web, 

filtering light around the leafy silhouettes.

The balance of the light and dark is delicate 

concealing our bearings 

like a feeble Antarctic whiteout.

Wheat and weeds, shades of grey, 

fracture our world 

hoping the day will reveal its surprises.

We eagerly wait 
the promise of lake filling rain.

Our church, our world is no refuge from evil, 
the seeds are mixed.

Separating them now is like terrorising the terrorist.

God let my breath strengthen my lungs for what I could be, 
so that the cadence of my work 
synchronises in the rhythms of the seasons, 
touching the spirit of creation, 
wheat for the bread of life, Amen.
© John Howell from Longings for the Eternal  (used with permission)                 
Psalm 139 – selection

O Lord, you have examined my heart
and know everything about me.
You know when I sit down or stand up.
You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.
You see me when I travel
and when I rest at home.
You know everything I do.
You know what I am going to say
even before I say it, Lord.
You go before me and follow me.
You place your hand of blessing on my head.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too great for me to understand!

I can never escape from your Spirit!
I can never get away from your presence!
If I go up to heaven, you are there;
if I go down to the grave, you are there.
If I ride the wings of the morning,
if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
even there your hand will guide me,
and your strength will support me.
I could ask the darkness to hide me
and the light around me to become night—
but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
To you the night shines as bright as day.
Darkness and light are the same to you

You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!

You saw me before I was born.
Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
Every moment was laid out
before a single day had passed.
How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
They cannot be numbered!
I can’t even count them;
they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up, you are still with me!

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
Point out anything in me that offends you,
and lead me along the path of everlasting life.
New Living Translation (NLT) copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	The nightshade family – good or bad?
Bring along a potato, a tomato and some nightshade weeds (or pictures of them).
There is an interesting family of plants called the nightshade family. Some members of the family are quite well known. There’s the potato, the tomato, capsicum as well as nightshade itself.

So which of these do you think would be good to eat?

All of them? None of them?
Which do you think might be poisonous?

All of them? None of them?

Well, you might think that the potato is always good to eat – BUT when potatoes are green they are toxic. (Usually a green potato means it has been exposed to the light, but potatoes can also be green if they have been too hot or too cold.) Not only that, the leaves and stem of the potato plant are always toxic and you should never eat them.

The nightshade weed, especially when it has berries on it, looks poisonous. It is also known as belladonna and it is true that the berries are known to be very poisonous. However, belladonna is Italian for “beautiful lady” and it gets its name because women once used drops of the juice as a beauty product to make their eyes large and beautiful. It has also been used as a medicine and, believe it or not, some people make jam out of the berries. (Don’t try this! – There are many different kinds of nightshade and some are very poisonous!)
Well, you might think a tomato is always safe, but the peel of green tomatoes can also be toxic and even ripe tomatoes are poisonous to your family cat.
The thing is that, when it comes to the nightshade family, sometimes it’s very difficult to tell the good from the bad. Most of the plants in the family are both good and bad.
In our story today (the story of the weeds and the wheat) Jesus says it is a bit the same with people. People tend to be a bit of a mixture – a bit good and a bit bad. For that reason we shouldn’t try to sort people into the good ones and the bad ones. 
Jesus said “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged” (Matthew 7.1). Judging is God’s job and he will do it in his own time at the end of the age.
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	William Blake has a pen and ink sketch of this parable which you can view on the Tate Gallery website. On another page of the same site there is a 1924 print by Sir John Everett Millais of a truly shady character sowing weeds
Google images for wheat fields for some pictures that are much more attractive.
See also weed sprayer in the Creativity section above
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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