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Sunday 16 October 2011
Give God his due 

Year A - Pentecost 18 - 61A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Exodus 33.12-23 Moses speaks with the Lord who promises to be with his people. Moses requests to the Lord reveal himself in his glory, and the Lord agrees. 
Psalm 99 A psalm in praise of the Lord who is king and answers the prayers of his people.
1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 Paul greets the people of the Thessalonian church and speaks of their faith, which is an example for all the Lord’s followers in Macedonia and Achaia.
Matthew 22.15-22 The Pharisees and followers of Herod try to trap Jesus with a question about paying taxes. His answer amazes them and they go away.
 

	Introduction / Background

	Today we return to the gospel stream and follow a series of themes from Matthew which take us to the end of the church year and up to the season of Advent:

     Matthew 22.15-22 
- Give God his due 

16 October

     Matthew 22.34-46 
- The great commandment 
23 October

     Matthew 23.1-12
- The humble honoured 
30 October

     Matthew 25.1-13 
- A story of ten girls 

6 November

     Matthew 25.14-30 
- A story about using gifts 
13 November

     Matthew 25.31-46 
- Sheep and goats 

20 November


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace (2000 - M)
This movie documents the struggle of German theologian and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The conflict between loyalty to country and loyalty to his Christian values comes to the fore in Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer confronts the political powers of the day and he ultimately pays with his life.

Aliens and strangers
DeGarmo & Key have a track called Aliens and strangers, on their 1989 album The Pledge, which could be used to set the theme for today’s service. “My closest friends are aliens and strangers, travellers here living with danger.” It uses the Bible passage from 1 Peter 2.11 to explain that we are really citizens of another kingdom living here.  Read all the lyrics. 



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Dual citizenship

Are there people in your congregation with dual citizenship? Interview them during the service. Ask about the benefits of belonging to two countries. Ask also about the times when there could be divided loyalties.
Rugby World Cup nations

Being Rugby World Cup semi-finals time you may want to display an All Blacks flag as well as a South African flag (or an Australian, French or English flag) at the front of the church. (As I am writing this before the Quarter Finals I am yet to find out who has been eliminated. However, for the purpose of this exercise it doesn’t really matter.) Get some spontaneous reactions from people in the congregation to these images being displayed together. Use this as an introduction to the idea of dual citizenship and your theme from the gospel reading today.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	My sister-in-law holds dual citizenship. She met her Kiwi husband while he was on his OE. They married in her homeland and then returned to New Zealand to live and raise a family. Although she is not a New Zealander by birth, she has become a New Zealand citizen. The fact that she has retained her citizenship in her country of birth means that she has dual loyalties. Like many others, it means that she has two countries to support in the Rugby World Cup.
From our gospel reading today we get the idea that we all hold dual citizenship. This calls upon us to have loyalty to the state as well as loyalty to God. Jesus famously says, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.”
First of all, we need to look at the circumstances that gave rise to this statement by Jesus. It came in answer to a question. And the question itself was meant to be a trap. Such was their hatred of Jesus, that the Pharisees and the followers of Herod had become unlikely allies in this plan to discredit him. The question was, “Should we pay taxes to the Emperor or not?”
The taxes were a sore point for the general populous. Taxes are always unpopular. However, when they were both burdensome and paid to an occupying Roman power this was especially the case. In addition, the tax was seen in religious terms as legitimising Caesar’s divine claim to rule. The Jews were looking out for a coming Messiah to vindicate their belief that only God deserved such allegiance.  
So, if Jesus answered their question in support of the tax, it would undermine his public support and put to rest any speculation that he was God’s chosen Messiah. However, if he publicly opposed the tax, it would be seen as rebellion against the Roman rule and he could be immediately arrested and crucified as had others who advocated such opposition. To duck the question or waver would raise questions about the authority of his mission. It was a clever trap, and it looked to his detractors as if there would be no way out. 
“Let me see one of the coins used for paying taxes" (a denarius), said Jesus.  The fact that they were able to produce, in the temple, a coin with a “graven image” of the Emperor on it, immediately disarmed their attack. The Romans considered the Emperor to be divine and his image was able to be found within the Jewish place of worship - who was being discredited now?
"Whose picture and name are on it?" asked Jesus. 

"The Emperor's," they answered

Coins minted with the Emperor’s image were ultimately deemed to the property of the Emperor. Jesus had turned the tables. When he declared, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God” they walked away defeated. 
In Jesus’ statement we have a declaration of our duty to the state and our duty to God – it’s our dual citizenship.

Give the state its due
At this time when election hoardings are being erected, this passage is a timely reminder of the Christian’s civic responsibilities. We recognise the role of the state in providing infrastructure, public services and welfare. A stable government is able to ensure a degree of safety for its citizens. New Zealand has a proud tradition of Christians taking a prominent role in both government and public service. 
The early church took the attitude that all authority comes from God therefore those in political authority require our respect (Romans 13.1-7 - Which is somewhat surprising when you consider that the powers of the day were persecuting Christians.) 

If we are to give the state its due we must exercise our vote responsibly. The slogan “Think global, act local” is a good one that comes to mind. If we are to think globally, some of the issues that our eyes will be open to are: 

foreign aid

the plight of millions of refugees

arms control

peace making and peace keeping

human rights

fair trade and labour policies

caring for the environment.

New Zealand has a humanitarian tradition and an excellent record in some of these areas.

When it comes to local actions we need to be aware that, at election time, politicians often seek to appeal to our selfish desires… “If you are a worker vote for me, and you’ll pay less tax… if you are retired vote for me, and I’ll guarantee superannuation… if you are a student vote for me, and I’ll work for lower fees.”
In contrast to the appeal to our selfish aspirations, the constant Scriptural bias is toward the poor, the needy and the stranger. Issues of poverty and the growing gap between the rich and poor need to be at the forefront of our minds. 
Give God his due
In all this, of course, we want to seek the will of God. The principle is laid down by Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount when he calls us to seek first the kingdom of God and what he requires of us (Matthew 6.33). The kingdom of God is where our true citizenship lies. The requirement of this citizenship is to love God and love our neighbour (Matthew 22.37-39 - a passage that follows this one and we will examine next week).
But dual citizenship is not always straight-forward. Sometimes it involves a balancing act. If my sister-in-law’s home team ends up playing the All Blacks in the Rugby World Cup, there would be a clash in loyalties. Who should she support? Her country of birth or her country of adoption?

Likewise we can get caught up in divided loyalties. If the state is advocating something that we believe runs counter to the will of God, it is incumbent on us to take a stand and resist. State sponsored persecution of minorities, which seems to recur regularly in human history, would be a case in point. 
But not all issues are so clear cut. How do we feel about our country being involved in wars that prop up unstable governments or that seem to be unwinnable? What about legislation permitting or preventing such things as abortion, or prostitution? Where do we stand on the state curbing or allowing access to alcohol? These are not easy questions but our commitment to follow Christ draws us into a dual citizenship in which we must constantly grapple with such issues. 
There may be some merit in the spiritual exercises involved in closeting ourselves away from it all in some monastic existence, but by such an attitude Christians will never be as salt in the world. Jesus calls us to give the state its due and to give God his due. “Honour God and respect the Emperor.” 1 Peter 2.17
 

	Illustrations / Stories
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer

	The Confessing Church
A combination of nationalism and Christianity is always dangerous. This was especially so in Germany in the 1930s. During this time the Protestant churches combined into a new national church which became servant to Hitler’s propaganda. Such was the nationalistic fervour and anti-Semitism of the day that it shaped the theology of the national church. They dropped some of the First Testament passages which were deemed to be too Jewish and they presented a form of Christianity based on an “heroic Christ”. 
A small minority of Christians objected, mostly on the grounds of the state’s unwelcome involvement in church life. They saw the confession of Christ as Lord as being opposed to Hitler’s totalitarian regime. 
In terms of today’s passage it was a case of the church being caught in divided loyalties and for some it became a ‘Caesar or God’ choice. This dissenting group was known as the Confessing Church. Notable among its leaders were Martin Niemoller and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. These dissenters were hounded by the Gestapo. Some of them fought bravely against Nazism and others risked their lives by protecting and hiding Jewish citizens. The leaders of the movement were imprisoned in concentration camps and martyred and, as a result, the Confessing Church always lacked cohesion. Read more.
I vow to thee my country

This was the hymn that Diana, Princess of Wales, requested for her wedding service. She said that it had always been a favourite of hers. It was also sung at her funeral in 1997. 
The words were penned by Cecil Arthur Spring-Rice (1859-1918) and it is sung to a tune (Thaxted) which has its origin in Holst’s The Planets. 
Spring-Rice was born in England and attended Eton before making a career in the British diplomatic service. He served as British Chargé d’Affaires in Tehran, and later took posts in Egypt, Russia, Persia and Sweden, finally going to the United States as Ambassador. He was abruptly relieved of his position after four years due to difficulties between himself and his government. He penned this hymn on the eve of his intended return to England. However he died suddenly of a heart attack in Canada and was buried in Ottawa. 

 

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620
At the name of Jesus WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33
Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77
Exalt the Lord our God SIS 234; CMP 124

Glorious things of you are spoken MHB 706; WOV 374; H&P 817; CMP 173; 

     S2 691
Give to our God immortal praise WOV 43; H&P 22; CMP 171
In my life be glorified SIS 577; CMP 335; S1 230
I see the king of glory (Brooke Fraser – words and music available to purchase from 
     praisecharts)
I vow to thee my country MHB 900
I will give thanks to you SIS 396; CMP 308

Kneels at the feet of his friends WOV 561 
Love is your way  HIOS 95

See his glory CMP 925; S1 446
Seek ye first WOV 635; H&P 138; SIS 96; CMP 590; S1 447
Song of faith that sings forever  FFS 57

The kingdom of God is justice and joy H&P 139; CMP 651
The Lord reigns (Stradwick) SIS 342; CMP 1007; S1 485
The Lord reigns (Browning) CMP 659
When will you save the people MHB 909

Will you come and follow me (Bell & Maule - words and music available from the

     WCC website)
You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 474; H&P 278; CMP 784; S2 1074


	Prayers

	Collect
Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 

and formed us in your own image. 

Teach us to discern your hand in all your works, 

and to serve you with reverence and thanksgiving; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who reigns, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

supreme over all creation, 

now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship
Give thanks to the Lord among the people

Sing praises to him among the nations

For his steadfast love is high as the heavens

And his faithfulness extends to the clouds

May God be honoured above the heavens

May his glory be seen everywhere on earth

Based on Psalm 57.9-11

Salt

Lord God

Here we are, your people in …, 

called to be salt in the world

We feel small and insignificant.

And yet, we are encouraged that just a little can have a big influence.

Help us Lord to be salty: 

to preserve standards of respect for others and respect for you; 

to hold back corruption and evil.

We confess that the church in our day is often seen as dull or boring 

May we be those that bring colour and flavour 
and demonstrate life in all its fullness.

Again, we recognise the need to be your own people, pure, 

and uncorrupted by the world around us, 

and we ask your Spirit to do this work in us.

We thank you that you value us so highly. 

Sometimes we haven’t thought of ourselves as highly valued. 

And yet you call us your family; sons and daughters. 

So we thank you for your love for us.

Help us to live up to our high calling.

In Jesus name, Amen
© Andrew Gamman

Peace prayer

We thank you Lord this morning for the political peace that we enjoy:


The predictability of much of our lives



So that we can be confident in our basic freedoms



             we can make choices for ourselves




       we can spend our time the way we want to

And as we enjoy the peace: the lack of a threat to our internal security

We remember our brothers and sisters in other countries 


for whom this is not true:


For whom every day is a nightmare 



of finding food, education, shelter


For whom the threat of injury and death is real


For whom peace of heart and mind is a distant memory 



and a seemingly impossible dream

We thank you Lord for the peace of mind that we enjoy 


as part of our lives:

And we acknowledge those dark corners where fears lurk 


and our personal peace is threatened:


Where intimations of physical frailty loom large, 



and our bodies begin to let us down

Where shadows from past hurts 


darken our enjoyment of present sunshine

Where we worry…and fret…and do not rest with peaceful hearts.

Teach us, Lord, to find our rest in you:


to know your love 



to see your hand 




to breathe your breath, 





inhale your peace

to take into our very beings 


what it means to follow you in spirit and truth

We ask for your peace upon those whom we love…
We ask for your peace upon our community…our city…our nation…our world

We ask that we may know how to be bearers of glad tidings of peace and joy

in your name 

Amen 

© Alan K Webster

Taking violence out of the politics of fear

O God of peace and love, 
We can stomach only so much of the ulcers of violence. 

The images of war and terror, good for media ratings, 

push us into a coalition of the nervous, 

a community of the anxious. 

Settle our fears like the pure aquifer water settles our thirst, 

through your suffering love. 

May our community of faith be a signpost of hope, 

that removes fear and violence 

that are not part of the place of love. 

Guide us, and may our hopes and dreams, 

shape our world in new ways of peace, 

found through the cross of our friend Jesus, Amen.
© John Howell Sighs too deep for words (Taupo, St Paul’s Union Church, 2007) - used with permission.
Psalm 99

The Lord is king!
Let the nations tremble!
He sits on his throne between the cherubim.
Let the whole earth quake!

The Lord sits in majesty in Jerusalem, 
exalted above all the nations.
Let them praise your great and awesome name.
Your name is holy!

Mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established fairness.
You have acted with justice
and righteousness throughout Israel.

Exalt the Lord our God!
Bow low before his feet, for he is holy!

Exalt the Lord our God,
and worship at his holy mountain in Jerusalem,
for the Lord our God is holy!

Psalm 99.1-5&9 New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation.
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	Coins, Kings and Queens
Bring along a collection of coins. If you can find some old pre-decimal ones, all the better. Ask the children if they know whose image is on the coins. Queen Elizabeth II is on all our current coins, but you will find a selection of monarchs on older ones.
In the olden days coins were not just used to buy things. They were also a way to spread the fame of kings and queens. Before newspapers and television, for many people, the picture of their monarch on a coin was the only picture they ever saw of their king or queen.
In Jesus’ day coins had a picture of the Emperor on them. Even though people used them to buy things all the coins were considered to really belong to the Emperor.

One day people tried to trick Jesus with a question about a coin. (Read the story of Matthew 22.15-22 from a children’s Bible.)

What Jesus was saying is that there are some things that we owe to God: things like our love, our worship and our obedience. And there are also some things that we owe to our country: like keeping its laws and helping those in need.


	PowerPoint
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	Dual citizenship – this website has a picture of a New Zealand and British passport together. 
You’ll find a “Render unto Caesar” cartoon at Reverend fun 
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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