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Sunday 16 January 2011
The Call of the Servant
Year A - Epiphany 2 - 10A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 49.1-7 The Lord has chosen his servant to be a light for the nations. “You must take my saving power to everyone on earth." 

Psalm 40.1-11 David prays for help to the God who lifts him from despair and sets his feet on solid ground. 
1 Corinthians 1.1-9 Paul greets the Corinthians believers with the grace and peace of God. He thanks God for them and assures them that they have every needed spiritual gift to endure until the end. 
John 1.29-42 John the baptiser calls Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Two of John’s followers, become the first disciples of Jesus. Andrew, who was one of them, went and got his brother Simon and brought him to Jesus too.
Not so ordinary

According to the Liturgical Calendar this is the first Sunday of “ordinary time”. That doesn’t mean that between the high seasons of Advent /Christmas and Lent/Easter the services are all going to be pretty ordinary! While the term "Ordinary Time" does mean that we are not in one of the church’s special seasons we do, in this time, celebrate Christ and try to understand together what it means to be his followers. If I read the gospels correctly following Jesus leads to a life that is anything but “ordinary”.
Martin Luther King Day

In the USA tomorrow (the 3rd Monday in January) is Martin Luther King Day and a public holiday. The day is a commemoration of his birthday, 15 January. The story of the life of King fits well with our servant theme today.


	Introduction / Summary
	We come this week to the second of four passages in the book of Isaiah that we call “servant songs”. They are found in chapters 42, 49, 50 and 52-53. In the introduction to last week’s “10 Minutes” I raised the question, who is this ‘Servant of the Lord’ that is referred to in these passages? I suggested that we can answer that on several levels. In fact, it is hard to make sense of today’s passage unless it is read on several levels. You will see that Israel is the Servant  (Isaiah 49.3) who has to lead back the people of Israel (49.5).
So there is no doubt that the prophet is talking about Israel, or a remnant of the faithful of Israel as being the Servant. However the New Testament writers clearly understood these passages to refer to Christ who, in turn handed the role of Servant on to his disciples. We as the church now, by extension, become the present day inheritors.
The prophet’s use of the Servant metaphor allows for a looseness in interpretation which I find quite invigorating. It opens the way for us to preach the passage with quite a personal interpretation if we are so inclined. 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	“40”
U2 have recorded a version of today’s psalm, Psalm 40, which they used for many years as the closing number in their live concerts. It appears on the 1983 “War” album. The DVD “Live at Red Rocks - Under Blood Red Sky” (1983) filmed at the natural amphitheatre at Red Rocks, Morrison, Colorado (west of Denver) in the rain is great version to play. As in many of their concerts, the crowd continues to sing the haunting chorus “How long to sing this song?” long after the band has left the stage. Watch on YouTube


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Glowsticks

If you are following the Isaiah steam, having made the point that we are to be a light to the nations (Isaiah 49.6), send everyone away from the service with a glowstick.  (From the $2 shop – or the cheapest glow bracelets are 15c each from www.glowsticksltd.co.nz) Suggest that when it gets dark this evening everyone breaks it shakes their glowsticks and watches the glow to remind them of today’s theme. Unlike the fading glow of the glowsticks we are to grow in the brightness of our witness.
Lighthouse
You could also adapt the children’s activity and/ or use the video clip below


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Fulfil God’s purpose

Our call as servants is to fulfil God’s purpose for our lives. God has a purpose for us that was planned before we were born. The Lord chose me… before I was born… Even before I was born, the Lord God chose me (Isaiah 49.1 &5). He has designed us and formed us to fulfil his purpose. Ultimately that’s what life is about.
By seeking God’s purpose, we find out who we really are and how we fit into the big scheme of things. We were never meant to be isolated units, each doing our own thing in our own small corner. Are our lives in harmony with God’s intention?

- or are we just living detached lives in our own small corner somewhere? Why not ask God to bring our lives into line with his purpose? The servant is called to fulfil God’s purpose.

We do this as we carry God’s word. He made my words pierce like a sharp sword

(Isaiah 29.2). One of the Bible metaphors for the Word of God is a sword:
Take…the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God (Ephesians 6.17) and 
God’s word is sharper than a two-edged sword, able to divide between the soul and the spirit (Hebrews 4.12).
How do people find out about Jesus? Some people read the gospel writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell the story. But most people these days don’t bother to read these. That’s where the fifth gospel is so important. The fifth gospel is you and me. We are to be witnesses to the Good News. We are called to tell others of the God who loves us so much that he came in the person of Jesus Christ and how he gives meaning and purpose to those who commit their lives to being his servants. Sure, we witness silently to the Good News by the way we live our lives, but we should also be prepared to witness by how we speak. There are times when it is appropriate to directly tell others of what Christ means to us. Beyond that, we can also be encouragers. By recognising the good in other people, and building on that good with words of recognition and praise, we bring life to others by our words. We carry the word of God. It’s so sharp and powerful that it penetrates people. It gets right inside – to the very heart and brings change.
Adjust our desire for success

In today’s passage there is a dialogue between the Lord and the Servant. The Servant complains… I'm completely worn out; my time has been wasted (Isaiah 49.4) Do you ever complain to God? The Psalms and Prophets are full of complaints to God. A very good place to take our complaints is to God… to have a real moan to him about the way things are. Not only is God able to change our circumstances, but he can also change our attitude. 

The prophet’s complaint is a call for us to adjust our desire for success. We tend to judge everything by whether it succeeds or not. There are heaps of books on such things as how to succeed in business or marriage, or on successful living, or successful gardening and so on. Just a few of the titles published in recent months: 
     How successful people think – John Maxwell

     Successful business plan – Rhonda Abrams
     Successful writer’s handbook – Kathleen McWhorter (published 15 Jan 2011!)

     A woman’s guide to successful negotiating – Lee Miller

     Keys to successful stepfathering – Karl Pickhardt

     300+ Successful business letters for all occasions – Bond & Schuman

Now there is nothing wrong with being successful – but it is not the be-all and end-all. And when it comes to being a Servant “success” is not the right word at all! You see servants are concerned only with “obey” and “disobey” – “success” and “failure” are the concern of the bosses or, in the Christian context, the Lord. A good Servant is only concerned with doing what the boss wants.
We have said that for Christians Jesus, more than any other, fitted this role of the Servant of the Lord, yet it would be very hard to call him a success, especially in his lifetime… listen to his complaints:

“How unbelieving and wrong you people are! How long must I stay with you?  How long must I put up with you?” Luke 9.41

And to the disciples…

“Don’t you know or understand yet? Are your minds so dull?” Mark 8.17

and later…

“All of you will run away and leave me” Mark 14.27

And they did run away… and he was crucified. But we still like to judge everything by whether it is successful or not! It is time to adjust our desire to succeed. Servants are not called to succeed, they are called to obey.

And we so want instant results. How impatient we are. We want faster everything:
faster cars, faster internet - We even complain about fast food being too slow!

And the temptation is to look to our faith and the church for instant answers and instant results. Isaiah 49.2 gives us two metaphors for the servant: A sword not drawn and ready, but in held the shadow of the hand and an arrow not in a bow, but lying in a quiver. Both are waiting. It took thirty years for Jesus to be prepared for his life’s work. On what basis could we expect things to come to us instantly? The gospel encourages us to have a longer range view… in fact, we should judge the importance of things in the light of eternity. The Servant’s complaint comes as a check to our desire to succeed and to our impatience.
Be a light

In Isaiah 49.6 we have the commission of the Servant, I have placed you here as a light for other nations. Here we have the high-point of the second song. We said that we can rightly understand the Servant to be Jesus – and we can also understand the Servant to be the church. So the Lord’s statement in Isaiah 49.6 has an echo in Jesus twin statements “I am the light of the world” and “you are the light of the world”
How can we bring the joy and light of God to people of other nations and cultures?
As Servants of God we are called to be light in the way we live out our Christian lives. Followers of Jesus can’t help but talk about their faith – but more than that, we have to live it. There is to be the quality of “service for the King” in the way we handle our finances, act with our neighbours, play our sport, treat our bosses or employees or teachers. Servants of the Lord are on the look-out to help the outsider, the new-comer and the disadvantaged. 
To be a light means that we are able to guide others. I lived once lived in a home that looked down on city airport. Through the evening mist, its two bright rows of lights could be seen glowing from many kilometres away. They were there to guide the big jumbo jets to the safety of the runway.
Likewise we are to be a light to the nations. To show people from every culture and nation the way of love and of God. The next line in Isaiah says the same thing again in a different way, you must take my saving power to everyone on earth.
This ‘saving power’ delivers the well-being that is promised by the Creator God to those who seek to serve his purpose. The parallel New Testament passage is Jesus’ instruction to “Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples” Matthew 28.18.
How do we get that message across? By genuine love. That’s the only way I know. That’s how Jesus did it. By interacting with others with compassion, integrity and honesty. 
We only get one go at this life. We can so easily blow it on things of little consequence. How sad at the end of it all, if everything we have done appears as a meaningless doodle in the corner of some vast and grand masterpiece. Let’s commit ourselves to Christ and to being his servants. And with joy discover or, discover again, his purpose for our lives.


	Illustrations / Stories
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	The artist

JB Phillips (1906-1982) was an English Anglican cleric who decided that the old King James Version of the Bible was incomprehensible to youth. He became well known when he addressed this problem in 1958 by publishing a paraphrase of the New Testament  (The New Testament in Modern English). This was an early equivalent of The Message.

He told the illustrative story of an artist who had the marvellous talent of being able to quickly paint amusing pictures and impressions. (When I was young Ralph Harris used to have a television show doing just this.) One time at a party he saw a blank canvas. He whipped out his brushes and with rapid and deft stokes he painted a quick colourful picture. Having finished he stood back and waited for his friends’ applause, but from his new stance he realised, to his horror, that the canvas wasn’t blank at all! It was the corner of a great masterpiece by one of the grand masters of art. The masterpiece was so vast that from his close range he didn’t even realise it was there… and in the corner is his little doodle. You can imagine how he felt! 
It is the same when we realise what our attempts to live look like when we first get a glimpse of the fact that there is a grand master plan.
Quote from JB Phillips

“Following the way of Jesus Christ and doing all we can for His cause and for our fellow men (sic) expresses something of our worship in action. But how to give Him a present to express our love is a bit of a problem. How can you give God anything when He owns everything? But does He? How about that power to choose, that precious free will that He has given to every living personality and which He so greatly respects? That is the only present we can give - our selves, with all our powers of spirit, mind, and body, willingly, freely given because we love Him. That is the best and highest worship that you and I can offer, and I am sure that it is this above all that God most highly appreciates.”
Extract from a poem by CT Studd
Only one life

twill soon be past

Only what’s done

For Christ will last
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; CMP 16; S2 620

Be bold, be strong SIS 465; CMP 49; S1 38

Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8
Christ is the world’s true light WOV 191; H&P 456

God is our strength and refuge CMP 188; S2 699

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712

Here I stand among God’s people  HIOS 55

I, the Lord of sea and sky CMP 857

I want to serve the purpose of God CMP 859; S1 256

I want to serve you Lord CMP 303

Kneels at the feet WOV 561

Let our love shine out HIOS 88

Light of my life S3 1405

Master speak, your servant MHB 780; WOV 516; H&P 535; CMP 459

One, two, three, Alleluia   AA 111
You servants of God, your master proclaim MHB 426; WOV 144; H&P 278; 

    CMP 784; S2 1074
You servants of the Lord MHB 581; WOV 474; H&P 248
You that do your Master’s will MHB 628



	Prayers
	I patiently waited, Lord, for you to hear my prayer. 

You listened and pulled me from a lonely pit 
   full of mud and mire. 

You let me stand on a rock with my feet firm, 

   and you gave me a new song, a song of praise to you. 

Many will see this, and they will honour and trust 

   you, the Lord God. 

You bless all of those who trust you, Lord, 

   and refuse to worship idols or follow false gods. 

You, Lord God, have done many wonderful things, 

   and you have planned marvellous things for us. 

No one is like you! 

   I would never be able to tell all you have done. 
Sacrifices and offerings are not what please you; 

   gifts and payment for sin are not what you demand. 

   But you made me willing to listen and obey. 
And so, I said, "I am here to do what is written 

   about me in the book, where it says, 

    'I enjoy pleasing you. Your Law is in my heart.' " 

When your people worshiped, you know I told them, 

   "Our Lord always helps!" 
When all your people met, I did not keep silent. 

   I said, "Our Lord is kind. 

   He is faithful and caring, and he saves us." 

You, Lord, never fail to have pity on me; 

   your love and faithfulness always keep me secure.
Psalm 40 Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

A Prayer for Servant Leadership

O God of the suffering servant, 

The tensions of life can tear me apart. 

The drives of work pull me to earn, 

the needs of relationship draw me for love, 

The excitement of conquest attracts my competitive urge. 

The sacred journey beckons my soul, 

to satisfy my hunger of spirit. 

Your leadership is not like the tyrant; 

instead you call me to be a servant. 

Like the climb towards the red crater, 

may the breath of your creation, 

resonate deep within me, Amen.
© John Howell – from Sighs too deep for Words (used with permission)
Collect 
Almighty God, 

by whose grace alone we are accepted 

and called to your service 

strengthen us by your Spirit, 

and make us worthy of our calling, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
The Methodist worship book

Benediction

Embark upon a journey.
Go from this place hand in hand.
Care as much about each other as you do about yourselves.
Go in the presence of the Lord God himself

and may his Spirit bless you on your way

and give you the power to do all that he wants you to do.
Amen.


	Children
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	Bring along a picture of a lighthouse. There are some great posters that you can buy, or you could just print something off from the web. (Google images for “lighthouse”)
Ask: How does a lighthouse work? What would a lighthouse keeper do? Would you like to have this job? 

If you have ability to screen a video, show the clip from the Disney movie Pete’s Dragon (1977 G - starring Mickey Rooney, Red Buttons and Shelley Winters) when the lighthouse light has gone out and needs to be re-lit to save a ship headed for the rocks in a storm.
In our reading from the book of Isaiah in the Bible today God says of his servants,  “I have placed you here as a light for other nations” (Isaiah 49.6).  

Ask: How can we be like lights? (By being loving and kind, accepting other people, telling them about Jesus). 
How does it feel to know that you are to be like a lighthouse keeper in God’s world? 


	PowerPoint
	A lighthouse
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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