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 Sunday 15 May 2011
Fellowship
Year A - Easter 4 - 34A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 2.42-47 Life amongst the early Christians was like being family together. It 

involved meeting together in different homes and in the temple, learning from the apostles, praying, breaking bread and sharing possessions.
Psalm 23 This is David’s famous shepherd’s psalm in which the Lord’s relationship with his people is likened to a good shepherd looking after his sheep.
1 Peter 2.19-25 If we suffer for doing right we are following in Christ’s footsteps. “He was nailed to the cross, so that we would stop sinning and start living right. By his cuts and bruises you are healed.”
 John 10.1-10 Jesus the shepherd leads his sheep. “I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest.”
Fair Trade Fortnight 7-21 May 2011

Those churches that haven’t already changed should consider a swap to using only Fairtrade coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. Your swap to Fairtrade makes a life-changing difference to the lives of millions of developing country farmers, workers and artisans as well as their families and communities. Not only does Fairtrade provide them with security and stability to plan for their future through fair and stable prices - it also provides additional funds through the Fairtrade Premium for investment in social, environmental and economic development.
Why not display a large range of Fairtrade products in your church foyer during this fortnight?


	NZ Music Month
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	This May is the 10th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we will be especially recommending kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
The Kiwi download

Go to the Life FM website click on ‘The Vault’ from the menu for a weekly free download of Kiwi Christian music.
The Finn Brothers track Won’t Give In off their 2004 album Everyone is Here fits well with today’s theme:
     Once in a while I return to the fold
     With people I call my own
     Even if time is just a flicker of light
     And we all have to die alone
     What does it mean when you belong to someone?
     When you're born with a name, when you carry it on
     It means that I won't give in
     Won't give in, won't give in
     'Cause everyone I love is here
Read all the lyrics
New Zealand hymns and songs
As sisters, brothers, called by Christ HIOS 5

Come pursue a mission journey WHV  31  
Faith has set us on a journey FFS 14

He shall feed his flock SIS 120
More than we know HIOS 100
My heart is leaping HIOS 101
O living Word  HIOS 109

We are many we are one FFS 67
Where the love of God is guiding  FFS 76

(For songbook key and foreign song suggestions see the Music section below)
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

O living Word  No 109 in Hope is our Song, words by Marnie Barrell and music by Barry Brinson. Marnie bases her words on John 1:1-18, and the tune is appropriately titled LIVING WORD. It illustrates today’s lectionary theme: ‘To gather as God’s people and be inspired to live as a community of Christ.’  A new song can be first introduced by a small group, with the words printed in the Order of Service for the congregation to follow. Barry Brinson, like Marnie, comes from Christchurch, and is one of the city’s best known organists, serving across the denominations. As well as being a composer, with nine of his tunes featured on the Viva Voce CD, Hope is our Song, he is also a fine jazz pianist. 

My heart is leaping/Mary’s Song  No 101 in Hope is our Song, has words by Dunedin-based Marion Kitchingman, based on the Magnificat. Again, the music is by Barry Brinson, and the song is included in the Viva Voce CD. This song could be sung as a solo, with words on PP or included in the Order of Service. There is a strong justice focus in these well-known words.

Where the love of God is guiding  No 76 in Faith Forever Singing, words by Shirley Murray and music by Jillian Bray. Shirley’s imagery of plane flights for the energising power of the Holy Spirit working through people today is typical of her imaginative and contemporary writing, while the rising and falling of Jillian’s tune make a perfect marriage to the words. This song is found on the Faith Forever Singing CD, sung by the Porirua City Choir, Director Sue Robinson.
Hymnbook Trust Resources: how to view and purchase. Two bookshops in Auckland are Albany Christian Store, 75 Corinthian Drive, and Church Stores, Ellerslie shopping centre. Epworth Books, 157B Karori Road, Wellington, offer a nationwide mail order service Freephone 0800 755 355. Ecclesia Books, Christchurch, and Catholic Books, Dunedin.
Epworth Books currently have a limited number of New Zealand music titles, including some from NZ Hymnbook Trust, in their Autumn Specials catalogue.


	Introduction / Summary

	The Acts of the Apostles is the story of the beginning of the church and it records the journey outwards of the gospel from Jerusalem. The gospel spreads in ever-growing circles until it reaches what was then the centre of the whole world, Rome. Our lectionary readings from Acts pick up something of this journey (although not sequentially). We are approaching the series under the following themes:

     May 8     Acts 2.14&36-41     Turn back

     May 15   Acts 2.42-47            Fellowship

     May 22   Acts 7.55-60            Costly witness

     May 29   Acts 17.22-31          Reaching further

     Jun 5      Acts 1.6-14              Start at home

     Jun 12    Acts 2.1-21              Pentecost

Although the Acts reading is our main focus, it is of note that the shepherd metaphor is carried through all three of the other lectionary readings today.

In a day when the church in New Zealand is seen by many as a group of people trying to maintain an ancient institution in an increasingly unsympathetic culture, the book of Acts speaks to us afresh. We need the enthusiasm and sense of mission that motivated those early Christians! We need an experience of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. We need the impetus created by the Spirit of God touching ordinary people and empowering them in extra-ordinary acts of love and service for their God.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Acts 2.42 introduces us to the word koinonia (translated fellowship) which is rich in meaning. It has the sense of a group of friends who share a common life with each other and with their Lord. More than this, it also carries something of the meaning (explained in the following verses) of sharing in such a way to benefit those who are in need. It is also the word we translate as communion and symbolically the bread and wine now become the focal point of Christian fellowship.
The movie Local Hero (1983) has an underlying theme of the power and attraction of authentic community. It’s a lovely mood movie (almost devoid of story line) in which a Texan oil executive (Burt Lancaster) gets drawn into the community life of a small remote Scottish village.  It was more famous for the Mark Knopfler soundtrack than for the actual movie!



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Re-arrange the furniture
If your church is arranged in the traditional front facing format, try rearranging the seating in a circular pattern (with no pulpit or communion table) to give the feeling of being a large family gathered together. Plan for a greater participation of the congregation than usual. Make the sermon more of a discussion talk. After the Acts reading keep interjecting your message with questions:
     In what ways are we a community? 
     What would help us to be a better community?

     How could we be more generous?

     How could we be more outward focussed?

Listen for ideas that you could turn into actions. 

For intercession ask people to tell you needs in the world, neighbourhood or church family that you can pray for.

If this is a communion Sunday, lay out the bread and wine on a coffee table in the centre and make it a very simple breaking-of-bread remembrance meal.
If your furniture is too heavy and fixed to allow for such a drastic re-arrangement you could have the service in the church hall.

A fellowship lunch
This would be a good Sunday to have a fellowship lunch after the service. Talk in the service about the early Christians sharing meals together and explain that we continue in this practice today.

You may like to use the Finn Brothers song Won’t Give In to start or conclude the service.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	The enthusiasm of that first generation of Christians made an enormous impact on the ancient world. We saw last week the huge response resulting from Peter’s preaching. God’s plan in sending his Son was not to save the souls of individuals but to form a new community that would be the hope of the world. The ongoing influence of this community was not so much a result of what they said, but a result of how they lived. They stood out because of their sense of belonging and their generosity.
We need community

What was this first Christian fellowship like? 
They spent their time learning from the apostles, and they were like family to each other. They also broke bread and prayed together. Acts 2.42

· They learnt from the apostles. They wanted to know what Jesus did and said. This was what formed the basis of the new community. It was the apostles’ interpretation of the events of the life death and resurrection of Christ that became revelation for them. It was the truth that they lived by. It provided their values and their framework for understanding life. 
· They were like family to each other. This was shared life - life in community. We make a mistake if we think that the Holy Spirit’s work is primarily individual and inward. In the book of Acts it is clearly corporate and outward. In our day of extreme individualism an authentic and open Christian community has never looked more appealing. Oh, that we would be that community! And what makes Christian community?
· They broke bread together. Eating together, sharing meals, offering and accepting hospitality - this is the stuff of community. Of course it may be the remembrance meal, the broken bread and the shared wine, that is referred to here. Remembering the death and resurrection of our Lord is at the heart of what makes Christian community. In all likelihood it is both regular shared meals and the remembrance meal that is referred to. Their agape feasts were fellowship meals that included sharing the bread and wine in memory of the Lord.
· They prayed together. They prayed public prayers in the temple or synagogue, in a similar way that we pray in our church services. And private prayers. For the essence of Christian life is the vertical relationship with God. They knew that they needed a strength stronger than themselves. This is the transforming element in our relationships with people. 
We need the Holy Spirit’s power to work among us creating community. Not only that…

We need generosity

All the Lord's followers often met together, and they shared everything they had. They would sell their property and possessions and give the money to whoever needed it.  Acts 2.44&45
The believers sold their property and possessions to provide for those in need. They held all things in common. It was not that they all went out and sold their goods and pooled everything. The verb makes it clear that this was an on-going thing - as there were needs ‘they used to sell’ things - one may sell a field - another some goods. There was no compulsion, but they considered the things they possessed were not their own.
Here we strike at the very root of Western culture. For we are, at heart, a L’Oreal “because I’m worth it” people. I get what I want, at any expense, for me. Why not? “because I’m worth it” So we build ourselves into castles - isolated and selfish units of humanity - sound-proof, hurt-proof, love-proof - no love goes in or out!

And the very Spirit of God says, “there’s an alternative you know.” The alternative is captured in the enthusiasm, community and generosity of these first Christians. 
In the context of our selfish, shallow and individualistic society, the alternative modelled in Acts 2 could be the most attractive thing in the world.
Is this the Spirit we want? One of enthusiasm, community and generosity? Be careful - because here we are standing on holy ground! This is the Holy Spirit.  We are beginning to approach the very nature of the Godhead here. He is like wind. Nobody, no group, no church or denomination can contain or control him. 

He will go where he will go, and do what he will do. And he’s not like just any wind. He is like a mighty rushing wind. You don’t open the door in a hurricane to let a little fresh air in! We can’t say, “I need a small touch of this Holy Spirit to refresh me a little.” 

Open the door to him - and he could turn us all upside down! He may enthuse us, make us into a community… and even more dangerous… make us generous!


	Illustrations / Stories

	Community of Goods
During the tumultuous days of the European Reformation Jacob Hutter (1500-1536) had a life changing experience. Once a dealer in hats (thus the surname) he became a preacher and the leader of a persecuted Christian group. His followers decided to live in the way of the first believers as reported in Acts and “shared everything they had.” They argued that personal possessions dispose us to self-interest which makes it hard for us to do the work of God. They had a little saying: 
     Not hard the work of God would be 
     if from self interest we were free. 
The ruling classes deemed that Hutter’s communitarian style of living was seditious. If the idea of people sharing their possessions caught on, it had potential break down the whole social order. So it was, that in August 1527, Ferdinand I decreed that “All who taught community of goods should be punished by beheading.” Despite terrible persecution over hundreds of years Hutterite communities, along with their practice of community of goods, have survived to the present day with about 20,000 adherents in Canada, 40,000 in the United States of America and some other colonies in Japan, Africa and Australia. 
Quotes

“Our love to God is measured by our everyday fellowship with others and the love it displays.” 
Andrew Murray (South African devotional writer 1828-1917)
“Among Christians there ought to be so great a dislike of schism, as that they may always avoid it so far as lies in their power. That there ought to prevail among them such a reverence for the ministry of the word and of the sacraments, that wherever they perceive these things to be, there they may consider the church to exist . . . .
We know by our experience how difficult it is to keep within due bounds those who are puffed up with a silly opinion of their own wisdom . . . .
As to the trifling ceremonies, strive to induce the brethren not to dispute the point with those of their neighbourhood with so much stiff-necked obstinacy. It will then come to pass that we may carry our point, ourselves free from all, that we may only serve the interests of peace and Christian agreement.”
Jean Calvin (French Reformer 1509-1564) , Tracts and Letters, iv, pp. 101-103 



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All praise to our redeeming Lord  MHB 745; H&P 753; CMP 19
A new commandment I give unto you WOV 8; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23   
Bind us together Lord SIS 185; CMP 54; S1 91
Father make us one SIS 153; CMP 137; S3 1200

For I’m building a people of power  SIS 262; CMP 151; S1 109
For the might of your arm we bless you MHB 715; WOV535; H&P 435; CMP 154
God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192
In Christ there is no east or west  WOV 391; H&P 758 ; CMP 329 
I rejoiced when they said to me SIS 261; S3 1327 
Jesus, united by your grace MHB 721; WOV 365; H&P 773
Jesus we look to thee  MHB 718; WOV 369; H&P 760
Let there be love shared among us SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317
Lord I will SIS 313         
The church's one foundation  MHB 701; WOV 385 ; H&P 515; S1 477; 

     CMP 640; S1 477
The King of love my shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984
The Lord’s my Shepherd (Rous) MHB 50; WOV 16; H&P 70; CMP 660; S1 486
The Lord’s my Shepherd (Townend) CMP 1008; S2 988
Touching heaven changing earth S2 1046

For NZ music see NZ Music month above


	Prayers

	Collect

Good Shepherd of the sheep, 

by whom the lost are sought 

and guided into the fold; 

feed us and we shall be satisfied; 

heal us and we shall be made whole; 

and lead us, that we may be with you; 

for you are alive and reign, 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
In standing together, we face together

We face the cross, 


the centre of our faith

We face the road and the footpath, 

communication lines between the church 

  
and the community 



in which we work, live and play

We face the pulpit, the communion table, 


the public face of the church; 



and we stand to honour all that it stands for

In standing together, we demonstrate what we stand for:


Unity in Christ Jesus


A shared experience of what it means to tell out the gospel


A common-unity of people committed to Jesus

In worshipping


We declare in our music, 



our readings, 




our speaking, 





our prayers both heard and silent

                        Our listening


                       and our simply being present

            that we are believers

Believers choosing this day to stand together 


in the mystery of fellowship and grace.

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
Psalm 23

God, my shepherd! I don't need a thing. 
   You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
      you find me quiet pools to drink from. 
 True to your word, 
      you let me catch my breath 
      and send me in the right direction. 
 Even when the way goes through 
      Death Valley, 
   I'm not afraid 
      when you walk at my side. 
 Your trusty shepherd's crook 
      makes me feel secure. 

 You serve me a six-course dinner 
      right in front of my enemies. 
 You revive my drooping head; 
      my cup brims with blessing. 

 Your beauty and love chase after me 
      every day of my life. 
 I'm back home in the house of God
      for the rest of my life.
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Children



	Forgot my lunch

Caleb was a little forgetful. When there was swimming at school he’d forget to bring his togs. When there was a school trip he’d forget to give the notice to his mum. So no one was surprised when one day he forgot his lunch. His mum had told him, “Caleb, your lunch is on the bench, don’t forget to put it in your bag.” But he got distracted by a Lego model that needed ‘fixing’ and he did forget.
So, when it came to be lunch time at school, Caleb was really hungry. As everyone else started to eat their lunches Caleb was miserable. 

His friend Harry said, “What’s the matter?”
“I forgot my lunch,” said Caleb.

“Never mind,” Harry said, “You can have my muesli bar.”
“Gee thanks,” said Caleb.

Brian, who was just biting into has apple, overheard this and said, “Hey Caleb, have half my sandwich. I can never eat all my lunch anyway.”
So having started out as a disaster, lunch time turned out to be okay after all.

When the first group of Christians started to meet together the Bible says that “All the Lord's followers often met together, and they shared everything they had.” (Acts 2.44)

Photocopy the next page and give a sheet with a lunch consisting of a sandwich, apple and muesli bar to most of the children, but not all. Also give them a pair of scissors. See if the children can share their lunches so that everyone has sufficient. They may like to cut apples and sandwiches in half.

Wrap up by talking about the inequality in the world and how many people in our world (14%*) don’t get enough to eat to be able to live a normal active life like you and me. Because of this we need to share. We can do this through giving to organisations like Christian World Service or participating in World Vision’s 40 hour famine. 
* As percentages are difficult for children to understand, you could make a paper chain of 100 cut-out people and then break off 14 to show the proportion of people in the world that are going hungry.
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	PowerPoint
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	Google images for “agape feast” and you’ll find three different paintings from the walls of the Roman catacombs.
The website for the Basilica of St. Ambrose in Milan (scroll down) has a detail from lovely 12th Century marble depiction of an agape meal.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
3

