[image: image2.jpg]” on a Tuesday



 Sunday 12 June 2011
Pentecost
Year A - Pentecost - 39A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 2.1-21 During the Pentecost feast the Holy Spirit came on the believers and visiting pilgrims from many nations heard them declaring the wonders of God in their own languages.
Psalm 104.24-34,35b  A psalm in praise of the creator God who by his Spirit gives life to the earth. (The lectionary omits half a verse where, typical of many psalms, the psalmist vents his desire to see his enemies destroyed.)
1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 Paul describes the different gifts that are given to the church from the Spirit. Just as the parts of a body each have a function and operate together, so it is with the members of the church.
John 20.19-23 The resurrected Jesus appears to his disciples and breathes the Holy Spirit into them.
Week of prayer for Christian unity  5-12 June
The World Council of Churches website has a full, downloadable order of service for 2011.


	Introduction / Summary

	Today we come to the end of our series of messages from the Acts of the Apostles. The series has told the story of the beginning of the church as Luke records the outwards journey of the gospel from Jerusalem. The gospel spread in ever-growing circles until it reached what was then the centre of the whole world, Rome. Our lectionary reading from Acts today goes back to the journey’s beginning when the Holy Spirit fell on the believers in Jerusalem. Over six weeks we have explored the following themes:

     May 8     Acts 2.14&36-41     Turn back

     May 15   Acts 2.42-47            Fellowship

     May 22   Acts 7.55-60            Costly witness

     May 29   Acts 17.22-31          Reaching further

     Jun 5      Acts 1.6-14              Start at home

     Jun 12    Acts 2.1-21              Pentecost

The Holy Spirit is central to this story of the church. In essence it is the narrative of the Acts of the Holy Spirit through the church. 
Our best descriptions of God come by way of image and metaphor. So when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit it does so in terms of such things as oil, rain, dove, river, dew, seal, clothing and guarantee. Today’s reading from Acts gives us two images to which everyone can relate: fire and wind.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Pentecost is a time to consider the place of the Holy Spirit in our own lives and in the life of our church. 
When we are cast into unfamiliar and difficult circumstances it is easy for us to feel dependant on the leading of the Spirit. The difficulty for those of us in professional ministry is that leading worship services and the pastoral care of those needing support and guidance become familiar and routine. We can easily stop consciously looking for divine help and act as though we have all the resources needed to cope with the daily demands of ministry. So it is that we need to pray for a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit. 
It is reported that someone asked the nineteenth century American evangelist, DL Moody, why he repeatedly talked of being filled with the Spirit. “Because I leak,” was his reply.
Being Pentecost Sunday, you might like to consider offering prayer at the end of the service for those seeking a divine help or a fresh experience of God.

Star Wars (1977) PG is the first of the original Star Wars trilogy by George Lucas starring Mark Hamill, Harrison Ford and Carrie Fisher. (It has now become Episode IV.) For fans, this is “the” movie of all time and it is certainly a classic good-versus-evil sci-fi tale. There is a parallel between the way that Luke Skywalker has to be trained to feel and use the force and the way Christians can grow in sensitivity to the leading of the Spirit.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Wearing Red

When I was at Red Beach Methodist for Pentecost Sunday last year, I was impressed by the tradition that they had of getting everyone to wear red (Pentecostal red) to church on Pentecost Sunday. This made for a great visual spectacle, but no, that’s not why it’s called Red Beach.
Kites
If you have some clear space near the church, announce that there will be kite flying at the end of the service on Pentecost Sunday. Get everyone to bring their kites along. 

Think about the parallels between kite-flying and the Spirit-led life:

If there’s no wind kites can’t fly at all. Kites are earthbound and cannot lift and soar until they are caught by the wind. You’ve got to let go of them and trust them to the wind. 

Candles
Have candles burning at the front of the church. Encourage everyone to come forward and light a votive candle. (You may need to put them in a sand tray) Look at the candles burning.  Print out, in large type, the following questions and place them by the candles as meditation starters:
     What are the properties of fire?   

     How is God like fire?  

     Say a prayer to God asking Him to be at work in your life. 

Wind

Have a large desk-fan, turned on high, blowing across the doorway as people leave church. Print this verse out large and put it over the top of the doors: 
     Only God's Spirit gives new life. The Spirit is like the wind that blows wherever 
     it wants to. You can hear the wind, but you don't know where it comes from or 
     where it is going.  John 3.8

Give out toy windmills (from The Warehouse or $2 Shop) for people to take home with them and put on their desk or by their bedside. Say it will remind them this week of the unseen moving of the Holy Spirit in their lives.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Pentecost - we recognise the “pent” from the Greek prefix in pentathlon, pentagon and all those other words that have to do with five of something. In fact, Pentecost means fifty, because it is the feast that comes fifty days after the second day of the Jewish Passover. The Pentecost Feast was the beginning of the harvest when the first of the crops were brought to the Lord. And it was, of course, also the time when the Holy Spirit first came upon the disciples.
It is also known in church tradition as Whitsunday. This term goes back to the Old English “white Sunday”, named as such because in the early church the new converts were all dressed in white and baptised on this day.

At Easter we recalled the key events of human history: the death of Christ and then his resurrection on the third day. Then came the ascension and the disciples experienced the pain of separation, for Jesus was no longer physically with them. But there was nervous anticipation because he had reminded them of the Father’s promise. The Holy Spirit was going to come upon them, and enable them to journey out in expanding circles with the gospel from Jerusalem:
      to their neighbours 
      to other lands 

      to the whole world!

Yes, they had a story to tell, but people were hostile and sceptical. Beginning in Jerusalem was going to be no easy task. This was the city that had only recently had Jesus crucified! They needed help beyond anything that they had experienced before.
So here’s the band of Jesus’ followers grieving, overwhelmed, nervously anticipating what may happen… and suddenly there comes… what?

      A mighty wind? - It doesn’t say that!

      The sound of a mighty wind? - It doesn’t say that!

      Tongues of fire? - It doesn’t say that!

“A noise… like the sound of a mighty wind… what looked like tongues of fire” (Acts 2.2-3). When we approach and talk of the Holy Spirit we are approaching the unapproachable, describing the indescribable. Luke’s language becomes very vague. Luke has the same problem that Ezekiel had, that we read about in the First Testament, when he set out to describe his vision of God. What’s God like? He’s not like anything. Even God’s throne was the likeness of a throne (Ezekiel 1:26) and God himself was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.

God is incomprehensible.
This was no light thing! The power of the Holy Spirit came on 120 believers and God indwelt them. 
If you’ve ever been in a mighty wind, you’ll know it is a bit scary. On a recent visit to Wellington, I went up to the top of Mt Victoria on a windy evening. The wind gusts were unpredictable. Certainly uncontrollable. They caught you off guard.  ‘The wind blows where it wants to’ says John (John 3.8) and you don’t quite know where it is going. If we are looking for a faith where we are in control and everything is nice and predictable, then we should stay away from the Christian faith. The essence of the Christian faith is that God is in control and we are at his beck and call.

But when the Holy Spirit came upon them, they had a new intimacy with God that they had never known before. What could they say? Their praise went beyond the bounds of normal speech and they burst into the street speaking in tongues and telling, in many languages, the mighty works of God. 

And so it was that the miracle of the tower of Babel was reversed. At Babel the builders, in their pride, wished the world to know about them and their achievement. God confused the languages so they couldn’t understand each other. At Pentecost the disciples wished the world to know about God and what he had achieved. God caused everyone to hear and understand in their own language.
So, is this Holy Spirit for us today? Is there an application for our church or is it just a nice historical record with some fascinating parallels in Ezekiel and Genesis for those who like Bible study?

Of course the Spirit is for today! Pentecostal power is not only possible for us today, it is essential. Why?
We need an experience of God

Experience is one “leg” of the Wesleyan quadrilateral (the other “legs” being Scripture, reason and tradition). For Wesley, the chief test of truth was how it is seen in practical application in our experience. Truth is not just something to be thought about, or believed, but to be lived. How we live out our faith is thus the best test of our theology.
The story of Pentecost is the story of God bursting into the experience of the disciples turning them from a timid group of believers, who were cloistered in an upper room, into bold witnesses who would turn their world upside down by telling what they had seen and heard. Which is why we need this experience today. Would anyone suggest that we are doing such a good job now at reaching our community and our world with the gospel that we no longer need the Holy Spirit’s help?  It is those that have felt their hearts “strangely warmed” and know the call and power of God that will see the church continue to progress through the transitions and challenges of the twenty-first century. 
But more than that…
We need enthusiasm!

Imagine the scene - 120 followers of Jesus bursting out onto the street at nine o’clock in the morning speaking in tongues, excitedly telling the wonderful things God has done. Immediately a larger crowd is drawn. There is noise and movement and enthusiasm and excitement. People are confused. What does all this mean?

“Ahhh… they’re just a bunch of drunks,” some smart alec says.
But Peter replies in a loud voice, “You’re wrong about that. This is the Spirit that the Father promised.”

And what will they say when we burst out onto the street after church this morning having been with the Living Lord? If we’re lucky a passer-by might say, “My, what a sober lot” … but probably no-one will notice at all!

We need enthusiasm. Enthusiasm - the word comes from the Greek ‘theos’ which means God. We need to be filled with God! 
We don’t need the enthusiasm that we have to work up. We need the enthusiasm that comes down… like the tongues of fire and the mighty rushing wind… so that our experience of God will overflow into our week.
And our ability to witness to the gospel is not something that we go on a course to learn how to do. It is a result of having such a vital and personal experience of the Living God that we can’t help but talk about it! We do need the Pentecostal power, because if the gospel is to penetrate our community we’ve got be enthusiastic.
As we conclude this series of messages from the book of Acts we need to look  again for the leading of the Spirit of God. Is this the Spirit we want? One that breaks into our experience and brings enthusiasm. Be careful - because here we are standing on holy ground. This is the Holy Spirit and in him we approach the very Godhead. Like a mighty wind, he will go where he will go, and do what he will do. Open the door to him and he could break into our experience, enthuse us and turn us all upside down!



	Illustrations / Stories

	Reserved church

A prominent church in Auckland backs onto a suburban shopping centre. Under an arrangement with the City Council the public have use of the church-owned car park and, in return, the City pays for its sealing and maintenance. So that church staff and visitors aren’t blocked out, several parking spaces immediately in front of the church are designated for exclusive church use. So in front of the church there are little stand-up signs saying “RESERVED CHURCH.” I wonder if that’s a fairly accurate description of many churches!


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
As the wind song through the trees HIOS 7

Awake, O Lord as in the time of old (A hymn by Church of England parish priest,  

      Henry Twells 1823-1900 words – tune Chilton foliat WOV 530)
Breathe on me breath of God MHB 300; WOV 320; H&P 280; CMP 67; S1 57
Come and move, Holy Spirit SIS 358
Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71
Come gracious Spirit WOV 311

Fire of God titanic Spirit (Hymns for Today’s Church 234, Youth Praise 2 220 – 

      both published by Jubilate Group)
Holy Spirit come SIS 446
Holy Spirit you are welcome SIS 359; S2 746
Join hands in the Spirit AA 82
Loving Spirit AA 94

O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416
Praise the all-sustaining Word  HIOS 116
Refresh my heart (Geoff Bullock – words and sheet music available from 

      musicnotes)
Revive your work O Lord MHB 738; H&P 780; CMP 578
Send us your Spirit WHV 44

Spirit of God WHV 45

Spirit of the Living God SIS 303; CMP 613; S1 462
The Holy Spirit has come SIS 221
To get a touch from the Lord SIS 4


	Prayers
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	Calls to worship

Come, sing to the Lord as long you live.
Praise our God while you have breath!

Rejoice in the Lord.
May all our thoughts be pleasing to him.

Based on Psalm 104.33-34
This is Pentecost Sunday

Listen 
to the movement of the Holy Spirit in the church

Sense
the depths of God

Think thoughts higher than your own thoughts

Pray prayers better than your own prayers

Experience power beyond your own power

Come and praise the Lord
Collects
Almighty God, 
who on the day of Pentecost 
sent your Holy Spirit on the disciples 

with wind from heaven and with tongues of flame, 

filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 
send us out in the power of the same Spirit 
to witness to your truth 
and draw everyone to the fire of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Faithful God, 
you fulfilled the promise of Easter 
by sending your Holy Spirit 
and opening the way of eternal life 
to all the human race. 
Keep us in the unity of your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A prayer calling the Holy Spirit

Birth me again, my God, 

with the bond of a nurturing nest.
Soak me, my God 

in the purity of the mountain water.
Enthuse me , my God 

with the thrill of canyon courage
Rattle my complacency, my God 

with the turbulence of rushing waters
As I breathe the words of prayer 

may the spirit of your light, 

be the words of eternal life. Amen
© John Howell from Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: ST Paul’s Union Church, 2009) - Used with permission

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit of God, 
dare we ask you to come in Pentecostal power upon us?
Yes, come fill us
…and fill us again.
Make us enthusiastic
make us generous

make us community.

Blow wind blow.
Confession - Send us fire
Leader:  Search us O Lord, and try our ways

              Is there unforgiveness? Is there disobedience? Is there selfishness?
All:         Burn off the rubbish, Lord, and purify our lives
Leader:  Is there disinterest?

All:         Come with your swift energy and penetrating power, Lord,

              and make us sparkle and blaze.
Leader:  Is there hardness of heart toward God or others?
All:         Soften our hearts, Lord, and fill us with your love

Leader:  Is there a lack of resolve to work for the Master? 

              Do we get easily side-tracked?
All:         Harden our resolve, Lord, and our resistance to temptation and evil.
Leader:  Are we too much moulded into the shape of the world around us?

All:         Make us separate, Lord, 

              different in that we live to serve you and serve others.
Leader:  Are we divided in opinion and purpose?
All:         Bring us together, Lord, as one people, 

              your people regardless of denomination. 

              Send to us the fire of God. Amen.
Song to the Holy Spirit

Lord, Holy Spirit,
You blow like the wind in a thousand paddocks,
Inside and outside the fences,
You blow where you wish to blow.
From James K. Baxter, ‘Song to the Holy Spirit’, in Collected Poems (ed. John Edward Weir; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979), 572.

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Happy Birthday

The birth of a baby is usually a very happy time. It is most often celebrated every year, from then on, and people say “Happy birthday”. On Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the birthday of the church. We do this because the day when the Holy Spirit came on the believers is considered to be the start of the church.

Just like the birth of a baby, the birth of the church was a very happy day… and the happiness continued afterwards…

     Day after day they met together in the temple. They broke bread together in 

     different homes and shared their food happily and freely, while praising God. 

     Everyone liked them, and each day the Lord added to their group others who 

     were being saved. Acts 2.46-47
Have a birthday cake at the front of the church with candles. (You could have one candle for each year since the founding of your church – although this may work better for a 12 year old church than a 120 year old one!) Light the candles. Point out how all the candles burning together are much brighter than just one by itself. That’s what it means to be church. We all witness to the life of Christ together. Sing Happy Birthday to the church. Get the children to blow the candles out. Celebrate by cutting the cake and share it around. (If you are worried about crumbs you may need to get everyone to sit down with paper plates)
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	Check out the brick testament Instant Fluency for the story of the Day of Pentecost told with Lego bricks
He Qi’s painting Holy Spirit Coming is downloadable off the Christianity Today Imago Fidei site.
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