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 Sunday 10 July 2011
A story about a farmer
Year A - Pentecost 4 - 47A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Genesis 25.19-34  Rebekah gives birth to the twins Jacob and Esau. When they grow up Esau trades his rights as the first born for a helping of Jacob’s home cooked stew.
Psalm 119.105-112 The psalmist extols the virtues of God’s law. “Your word is a lamp that gives light wherever I walk.”
Romans 8.1-11 God’s Spirit gives us the power to break free from being ruled by our own desires.
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 Jesus tells the crowd a story about a farmer and his seed then later explains to his disciples the meaning of the story. 
Next Sunday 17 July is Bible Sunday. If you haven’t received resources in the mail these are available from the Bible Society website.


	Introduction / Summary

	Today we begin a new series of messages from Matthew. For those of you who like to plan ahead an outline of the series that will be followed by “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is printed below:

Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles

10 July

Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23
A story about a farmer

17 July

Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43
Weeds in the wheat

24 July

Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Parables of the Kingdom

31 July

Matthew 14.13-21

Feeding 5000

7 August
Matthew 14.22-33

Walking on water

14 August
Matthew 15. 10-28

A woman’s faith

21 August
Matthew 16.13-20

Who is Jesus?

28 August
Matthew 16.21-28

Take up your cross
This week’s parable is found in all three of the synoptic gospels. The reading falls into two parts: 
1. the story Jesus told to the crowds (Matthew 13.1-9) 
2. the interpretation given to the disciples (Matthew 13.18-23)

In the first part the focus is on the farmer sowing seed. In the second part the focus is on the soil. 

To get to the heart of a parable we generally want to find the one main thought behind the story. Taking just verses 1-9 we could say that this parable is a message of hope that, despite a hostile environment, God’s rule will be established. The interpretation (verses 18-23) turns the story into an allegory where each part of the story has a symbolic meaning. For this reason, many see it as a later addition by the church rather than original words of Jesus. The message to the disciples raises the question, “How open are we to hearing the word of God?”
Both sections provide plenty of fertile ground (to continue the farming metaphor) for sermon preparation.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	The current year of the lectionary is Year A, which focuses on the gospel of Matthew. So we return this morning to the gospel stream for another series of messages from Matthew. You will recall that Matthew was the tax collector who Jesus called to be one of his disciples. There is no agreement among Bible scholars that this Matthew actually wrote the first gospel and nowhere in it is the claim of Matthean authorship made. Matthew is however associated with the Jewish church and it is apparent that this gospel is written primarily for Jews. 
In it the writer seeks to show that Jesus fulfilled the earlier prophecies and expectations of a coming Jewish Messiah. To do this he frequently quotes from the First Testament. It is hardly surprising that in its pages we find Jesus, the expected king, speaking often about the kingdom. (Matthew’s “kingdom of heaven” is equivalent to the “kingdom of God” in the other synoptic gospels. Out of Jewish reverence he uses the word “heaven” to avoid writing the name of God.)  
The gospel is structured around the following five discourses of Jesus: 
     Matthew 5.1-7.27 
            The sermon on the Mount

     Matthew 9.35-10.42
Instructions to the disciples

     Matthew 13.1-52
            Parables of the kingdom

     Matthew 18.1-35
            Instructions on community

     Matthew 24.1-25.46
The Olivet discourse

Many see this structure as a deliberate parallel to the five books of Moses at the beginning of the First Testament, which were so important to Jews. 
It is generally assumed that Mark was the first gospel to be written and that Matthew’s accounts are dependent on this earlier source. Literary critics speculate that the material that Matthew and Luke have in common, but is not in Mark, has come from another source nicknamed “Q”. Such speculation makes for lively academic debate but is a rather barren area to mine for preaching content.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Project a picture of a baby (If you don’t have a data projector or an overhead projector, include a picture of a baby and a picture of a church in the newsletter) 
Ask the congregation, “What does a baby need to make it grow and thrive?” Get them to discuss this with the person next to them for a minute, then take suggestions.
(Eg food, shelter, love etc – write suggestions on the screen or on a whiteboard) 
Next project a picture of a church. What does a church need to grow? Discuss with those next to you again. Take suggestions and write the answers up again.
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(Eg Teaching, Bible, faith, obedience, worship, witness, love, fun, fellowship etc)
Sellotape a few seeds into each copy of your newsletter this week.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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An ebook resource of station ideas for every one of the parables of Jesus available from kererupublishing.com

	The ground around Lake Galilee slopes up from the shoreline. Jesus had gone down to sit by the lake, presumably for a bit of peace and quiet, but large crowds had followed him. The lake was calm. He got into a fishing boat and pushed a little out from the shore so he could address the crowd, using a bay on the lake as a natural amphitheatre.

Across the shoreline he could see a farmer sowing seed.  Starting with this ordinary scene Jesus spoke to the crowd about the kingdom of God. It was familiar territory for them. They knew about farming, and they knew about the kingdom. But despite this they really didn’t understand at all what Jesus was on about. His hearers longed for the kingdom. But the kingdom they had in mind was a visible, political kingdom which they thought would be established by military endeavour. Jesus was talking about seeds. Seeds that had been planted in a hostile environment. Seeds already at work – quietly, invisibly and slowly germinating. And seeds that would be unstoppable in their power to produce a big crop.
This gospel was written for Matthew’s church, and they knew all about a hostile environment. For them there was conflict within and persecution without. It would have seemed that everything was going against the spread of the gospel. 
But this can also be true for us. Because we also seek to spread the gospel of Christ while caught up in difficulty and disaster. Just ask the good folk from Durham Street or Sumner/ Redcliffs/ Lyttleton Parish, for example, who continue to experience the effects of seismological upheaval in Christchurch. In addition many of us daily face pain and perplexity as we watch the younger generations exodus from the church. If the gospel promises us ultimate fulfillment and the church is God’s hope for the world, we wonder why we don’t see it achieving swift success in the lives of our young people. And all this is not to even mention the personal suffering and separation that makes it hard to carry on through times of poor health or the loss of loved ones. What promise does the gospel of Christ bring us through all these adverse circumstances?
Have hope

This story about a farmer sowing seed contains a promise of success and fruitfulness. Despite being surrounded by adverse circumstances - hard and rocky ground, scorching sun and thorn bushes - some seed falls in the good earth and produces a crop. A crop one hundred or sixty or thirty times as much as the seed that was scattered. Looking around we may see only adverse circumstances, but the message of the kingdom is at work and will produce a wonderful harvest. There is hope for God’s people. A new day will come. This is the promise of Matthew 13.8. Those acts of service or love, by which we seek to spread the message of the kingdom, go and do their work. It may not be apparent for some time but, in the end, success is assured.
When the crowds eventually left for home they were puzzling over the story of the farmer and discussing what its meaning might be. The disciples didn’t understand the story either, so they enquired of Jesus. He explained that the seed is the word – the message of the kingdom. And his detailed interpretation in the second half of today’s passage comes to us as a warning. There may be things in us, or in those with whom we seek to share, that prevent the word from doing its work.

Beware the hard ground

Some seed fell along the road and was eaten by birds. The road is the earth that has been beaten hard by the feet of many passers-by. There is no way that the seeds could germinate here. They simply lie on top of the path until they are eaten by birds.
Some people are just like this. They can’t receive the word of God because they have completely closed minds or hard hearts. This was certainly the case with the way that Jesus was received. The overwhelming response of the religious leaders was to close their minds to his message. For many it was a matter of pride. They already had a detailed understanding of God and didn’t need some upstart coming along to show them the way. 
That’s the trouble with the gospel. We can only embrace it by admitting that we are lost without it. And pride gets in the way. We don’t like to ever admit that we are wrong. But we can only find the true path to God by admitting just that.
And if pride doesn’t prevent us, then fear often does. The message of the gospel demands that we give our lives into the hands of God. And we are apprehensive about what that could mean and what God could require of us. If we are unsure of the goodness of God, we harden ourselves against the message. Beware the hard ground.
Beware the thin soil

Other seeds fell on thin rocky ground. Rocky ground is characteristic of the Holy Land. There was sufficient soil for seeds to germinate, but when the scorching sun came they didn’t have enough roots and they withered.

The message of the gospel requires more than just a superficial allegiance. Because when difficulties and trials come, and they will come, we will need to have roots going deep enough into our faith to obtain the sustenance that we require to survive. Many have come through the doors of the church and seemed to embrace the gospel with enthusiasm. But after an initial flurry of activity they are never to be seen again. It is a warning to us lest we start in some task, but suddenly find it too demanding. Or we become involved in conflict with another church member… so we just give up. And all that is left of our best endeavours is a withered plant. 
To survive as a follower of Christ requires determined effort… We need to work at seeking God’s will, knowing his word and being anchored in the community of believers.
Bandwagon Christianity doesn’t last. Beware the thin soil.
Beware the thorn bushes

Other seeds fell where thorn bushes grew up and choked the plants. According to Jesus’ interpretation the thorn bushes represent worries about the needs of this life and the desire to get rich. 
Of necessity, embracing the message of the kingdom puts us on a path where we will clash from time to time with the predominant world-view. Those values that are eternal and glorifying to God often come into conflict with the transitory and fleeting pleasures that are presented to us. 
We think, “Oh to be rich and young and powerful!” But the words of Jesus to the rich, young ruler haunt us, “Go sell everything you own! Give the money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven. Then come and be my follower.” (Matthew 19.21) It is the idea of a cost that chokes us. But Jesus was very open about the cost of being his follower and he uses the parables to repeatedly make this point. 
It is a warning to us not to get side-tracked by the material and the immediate. First we become too busy to read the scriptures, then too busy to pray and finally too busy to meet for worship. Beware the thorn bushes.
Of course, the marvellous thing is that the over-riding message of the parable is that God’s word will prevail. It will accomplish what God intends it to. But, whether or not it will do what he intends in us, depends on our response. 
     …the word that I speak€” 
     it will not fail to do what I plan for it; 
     it will do everything I send it to do.  Isaiah 55.11
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	Johnny Appleseed
Johnny Appleseed was an apple farmer who was born in Massachusetts in 1774 and has become an American folk hero. You can read all about him in the article on the Wikipedia website. Although legends prevail, there really was a Johnny Appleseed. His real name was John Chapman and his dream was to produce so many apples that no one would ever go hungry. 
When he was eighteen years old he joined the stream of immigrants heading west. He carried with him a leather bag filled with apple seeds that he collected for free from cider mills. These he planted along the way, often establishing small nurseries in suitable plots. Some of these were in areas yet to be settled. So when the settlers arrived, trees were available for them. He soon became known as “Johnny Appleseed”. 

Over the years, his frequent visits to the settlements were looked forward to and there was always an open door of welcome. To the adults he was a news carrier; to the children he was a friend. He always carried a Bible with him and preached along the way, spreading the seeds of the gospel as he spread his apple seeds.  

He made friends with many Indian tribes and learned to converse in several of their languages. He lived on food provided by nature and he never killed animals. He preferred to barter and trade food or clothing rather than collect money for his trees. It was more important to him that a settler plant a tree than pay him for it

(The original 1948 Disney animation of the Johnny Appleseed story is available on Youtube complete with the song “The Lord’s been good to me”)
Martin Luther quote

“I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Break thou the bread of life MHB 309; WOV 334; H&P 467; CMP 64
Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire MHB 305; WOV 331; H&P 469  
God, come now to explore my heart HIOS 38
God has spoken, by his prophets WOV 92; H&P 64; CMP 831
God has spoken to his people CMP 182
Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359
Jesus, Jesus holy and anointed one CMP 872; S1 286

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397
Lord, your word abiding MHB 308; WOV 333; H&P 476; CMP 446
Master, speak, thy servant heareth MHB 780; WOV 516; H&P 535; CMP 459
May the mind of Christ my Saviour CMP 463; WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; 

     S2 887
Open my eyes that I may see CMP 544; S3 1467
Open our eyes Lord SIS 390; CMP 545; S3 1468
Open the eyes of my heart S2 926
Thanks to God whose word was spoken WOV339
There is no condemnation SIS 77; CMP 675
When we lift our pack and go  AA 153  
When we walk with the Lord MHB 516; WOV 531; H&P 687; CMP 760; S3 1618
Your word is a lamp unto my feet S3 1563
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	Collect

Eternal God, giver of love and peace,
you call your children to live together as one family. 

Give us grace to learn your ways 

and to do your will, 

that we may bring justice and peace to all people, 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
We come in the knowledge 



that others walk this journey with us

That others have walked, 

         

and will walk in ways that will help us

Each of us unique

Yet each like everyone else

We come knowing we can learn from the mistakes of others

That we can stand on the shoulders of giants who have gone before

That we can depend on the insights 



and the conclusions 




from the deliberations of people 





wiser 





and with more insight 

than we can bring to bear

Yet each of us needing to meet with our God on our own terms

in our own way

in our own time

Lord: we ask both for the humility to be open 


to what we can learn from all our fellow travellers
and the courage to step out 



on our own 




into faith 





for ourselves.

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
Trees

Creator God,

on this winter day

we praise you for the cycle of the seasons.

Thank you for the winter rain

and the chill that kills bugs

and brings fertility to seeds of stonefruit

God of the seasons we give you our praise

We thank you that we live in a land of trees:
The deciduous trees whose leaves turn every shade of red

yellow and brown

then fall and enrich the earth

God of the land and trees we give you our praise

Thank you for the beauty of the forests

for the radiata, rimu, matai and the majestic kauri

They are signs of your constant nurture and provision

and, when we are impatient,

they remind us that good things take time
God of the forest we give you our praise

We invite you to come among us this day as we worship

Make us like trees planted by the riverside

bearing fruit at your appointed time

Be with us today

Help us to be still and hear your voice

Amen
Psalm 119. 97-112 (selection)

I deeply love your Law! 

I think about it all day. 
Thinking about your teachings 

gives me better understanding than my teachers, 

and obeying your laws makes me wiser 

than those who have lived a long time. 

I obey your word 

instead of following a way that leads to trouble. 

You have been my teacher, 

and I won't reject your instructions. 

Your teachings are sweeter than honey. 

They give me understanding and make me hate all lies. 

Your word is a lamp 

that gives light wherever I walk. 

Your laws are fair, 

and I have given my word to respect them all. 

Accept my offerings of praise 

and teach me your laws. 

Your teachings will always be 

my most prized possession 

and my source of joy. 
I have made up my mind 

to obey your laws forever, no matter what.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society 
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Impromptu role play of the story
Jesus told a story and it went like this:

Once upon a time, a long time ago there was an old farmer. Sam McDonald was his name - but we will just call him Old McDonald. Now, Old McDonald had a farm


Get a child to volunteer to be the farmer. Give her/him a shoulder-bag full
            of pretend seed and set them sowing
And on that farm he planted some wheat. He scattered seed here, and he scattered seed there. The seed was scattered everywhere. Now some of his seeds fell on the path


Get a couple of children as seed volunteers to lie curled up
This was bad news... because it couldn’t grow. And extra bad news because on that farm there lived some birds


This time you’ll need a couple of bird volunteers

and with a flap, flap here, and a tweet, tweet there. They came and pecked the seed and ate it all up
But Old McDonald was still scattering his seed. He scattered seed here, and he scattered seed there. The seed was scattered everywhere. Now other seeds fell on rocky ground


Distribute a few rocks around your seed volunteers. Get the seeds to 
            stand up straight (as you proceed) then collapse on the floor again
There was a rock here and a stone there, here a stone, there a rock, and the seeds landed amongst them and they started growing, but when the sun rose


You’ll need a sun volunteer to stand on a chair with arms outstretched 
the plants dried up and died

But Old McDonald was still scattering his seed. He scattered seed here, and he scattered seed there. The seed was scattered everywhere. Now other seeds fell where thorn bushes grew


A couple more volunteers for thorn bushes (if you have lots of children get

            more seed volunteers)
There was a prickle, prickle here and a thistle, thistle there. There were thorns and brambles everywhere. And the seeds grew... but so did the thorns... and the thorns grew up and choked (gently!!) the seeds to death!

But Old McDonald was still scattering his seed. He scattered seed here and he scattered seed there. The seed was scattered everywhere. Now the rest of the seeds fell on good ground


more seed volunteers?
And the seeds made themselves comfortable. In fact they made themselves quite at home. They put down roots, and sent up shoots, and before too long they grew tall and strong. And they produced a hundred times as many seeds!

(Clap the children)
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	Google images for “parable of the sower”

Vincent Van Gogh has several paintings on the theme including Sower with setting sun 
See also Creativity above
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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