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Sunday 6 June 2010
The Way of Jesus

Year C – Pentecost 2 - 42C

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	Psalm 46  The well known “Be still and know that I am God” (v10) is translated, “Stop fighting and know that I am God” in the Good News Bible.

1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) The story of the widow at Zarephath where the flour and the oil never run out, and the story of the raising of her son from the dead. 

Galatians 1:11-24 Paul gives a summary of his life and how he came to preach the gospel instead of persecuting the church.

Luke 7:11-17 Jesus stops a funeral procession to raise a widow’s son from the dead.



	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	I have chosen to title this week’s resource The Way of Jesus because I think the story of the raising on the widow’s son illustrates what Jesus stood for in a very simple way.  Whether you believe the story to be factually true or not, it illustrates what it may mean to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures (the mission of our church).   In Jesus’ compassion, courage and commitment to connect people to God we find our call: “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you…” (Jn 20:21)
The resources for “The Spirit of compassion” in the archives 9 May 2010 36C may be useful for this week’s theme too.  



	Broader Preparation
	What, for me, are the key elements of being a Christian?  What, more than anything else, are we called to be as a church?

What do I think about miracles?  Are the biblical stories of Jesus healing credible in my mind?  Where do I draw the line?  Can someone be brought back from the dead?  How do these thoughts affect my preaching and worship leading?

Worth reading at some stage, the old classic by Matthew Fox, A spirituality named compassion and the healing of the global village, humpty dumpty and us.  And Compassion by Henri Nouwen, Donald P. McNeill and Douglas A. Morrison.  


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	The smell of baking bread (from the 1 Kings reading) as people enter the church would be a wonderful introduction to the service.  For small groups / congregations (or those with healthy budgets) giving each person a small, freshly baked, bread roll as they enter would be fantastic!  They will remember!

Having an open coffin in the front of the church may be a bit provocative, especially if there has been a recent bereavement in the church, but may also really helpful in terms of a visual reminder of the two main stories.

  

	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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	The story of the raising of the widow’s son gives us a wonderful insight into the character and ministry of Jesus.  Whether you find it a factual account of what actually happened, or a myth that arose to illustrate the power of Christ, this story gives a good insight into the way of Jesus. And it should be the way of the church.

Compassion

When Jesus sees the woman “His heart went out to her.”  Such a lovely phrase.  The old King James Version says, “He had compassion on her.”  One of the Greek words for compassion is splangnizomai, which is used in today’s gospel reading and is translated as “deeply moved” in John 11:33,38.  Your splangna is basically your intestine – it is a gut feel, something that arises from deep within.  (For more on this, see the “The Spirit of Compassion” in the archive section of  “10 minutes” ) 
Matthew Fox, in A Spirituality Named Compassion, says, “Compassion is the world’s richest energy source… that goes largely unexplored, untapped and unwanted.”  The problem with many Christians and the church is not that we cannot do x y or z, but that we are not motivated enough to do it.  We need a change of heart (like Paul experienced).  Obedience is a result of LOVE, and the deeper the love the more compelling the need to serve.  Love is the motivator! “For God loved the world so much that He gave…” (John 3:16). And we need a “cannot turn away” love if we are to do what Jesus asks us to do.  
It may be Nicky Gumble who pointed out that many people have hard hearts and soft feet.  As Christians we are called to be people of soft hearts and hard feet.  When our hearts go out to people we walk the extra mile with them, we share the load and listen more carefully.  Our compassion becomes an energy source.

Courage

Imagine being at a funeral, the coffin is being carried out when some strange man walks up, gets in the way and puts his hand on the coffin stopping proceedings.  And then he tells the person inside to get up!  It would be weird, and it would take a huge amount of courage or confidence for the person to act in that way.  Jesus gets in the way, stops everything and performs the miracle that returns the boy to his mother.  The widow at Zarephath shows courage by cooking the first bread cake for Elijah.  The result is a miracle of never ending supply.  How many “miracles” have we missed because we have not had the courage to act, to try something, to step out in faith?

As Jesus’ life unfolds we see His courage as He confronts religious leaders, turns His face to Jerusalem, submits to the will of God in Gethsemane and endures the cross.  Courage!  One of the great qualities of life, one of the essential qualities for the church and those who follow in the way of Jesus.

Connecting people to God
Jesus whole ministry points people to God:  “It is the Father, living in me, who is doing His work” (John 14:10).  And Jesus’ final prayer strongly re-enforces this theme (John 17).  When the boy is raised from the dead the people praise God – not Jesus (v16).  We notice a similar theme as Paul ends the account of his call:  “And they praised God because of me” (Gal 1:24).

Many of the problems we face in the life of our churches can be traced back to people wanting to be the centre of attention.  Their “mission” is to have it their way.  However, when a church consistently does all it can to point people to God, as Jesus did, then there is often a deep settledness in the life of the church.  “Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ…”  We need to get this right!  It is at the heart of our mission and what we are trying to achieve.

Jesus asked the boy to “get up.”  He shouted for Lazarus to “come out.” (Jn 11:43).  Jesus’ compassion, courage and commitment to connecting people to God includes an invitation to action – to move from death to life, from darkness to light.  We, who live in the way of Jesus, are called to do the same thing.  Without compassion we will not be motivated to act.  Without courage our actions will never materialize.  And if we fail to connect people to God we will have missed the point of our calling.  The way of Jesus is the way of the church.


	Illustrations / 
Stories
	Do you know of any “saints” who have shown that extra-ordinary ability to love people?  Tell their story as an example of soft hearts and heart feet.

Is there a story from the news that illustrates someone’s courage?  

Was there a time in your life when you had to call on all your resources to get through?  Or, was there a time when your courage failed you?



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Hymns
A charge to keep I have (MHB 576; WOV 487; H&P 785)

Behold the servant of the Lord (MHB 572; H&P 788)

Father in heaven, grant to your children (WOV 399; H&P 7)

God of almighty love (MHB 595; H&P 793)

Kneels at the feet of His friends (WOV 561; H&P 145)

Make me a captive, Lord (MHB 596; H&P 714)

Ye servant’s of God (MHB 426; WOV 144; H&P 278)

I will comfort you (AA 67)

Teach us, O loving heart of Christ (AA 130)

Come pursue a mission journey (WHV 31)

They stand in endless millions (WHV 32)

Who’ll stand as Christ today (WHV 34)

Songs

Change my heart O God (CMP 69; S1 68)

From heaven You came (CMP 162; S1 114)

More love, more power (CMP 892; S1 359)

O Lord, You’re beautiful (CMP 513; S1 401)

Soften my heart, Lord (CMP 606; S1 459)

Teach me to dance (CMP 936; S1 469)


	Prayers
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	Call to worship
Beckoning God a prayer from the Vanderbilt Divinity Library
Towards the end of the service
Our gracious, eternal God, we bow today having heard an event which creates for us a great mystery.  Our minds cannot get around what happened that day in Nain when Jesus returned an only son to his mother.  
We can only bow and wonder about this Jesus.

We wonder about what kind of power he had.
We wonder about why he chose this particular woman among all others who needed his attention.
We wonder about the depth of his compassion for our sorrows and how you must love us with a healing love. 
We wonder about those carrying the boy who were stopped in their tracks when Jesus came forward.

Our questioning minds can only wonder.  
They cannot get around such a powerful happening.  We can, however, thank you for the compassion you have for all who bear grief. We can identify with this sorrowing woman.  We can also identify with the boy for we are in need figuratively of arising from all that is dead in our lives.

We are in need of arising from the slumber of lethargy about our faith.
We are in need of arising from the slumber of insensitivity to human need throughout the earth.
We are in need of arising from the slumber of prejudice, discrimination and racism, which has so long infected our land.
We are in need of arising from the slumber of failing to work for peace.
We are in need of arising from the slumber of sloth and neglect of the great commission.

O God, help us to arise.  
Touch us that we may arise to life. 


	Children


	Tell a story about a shepherd who goes looking for a lost sheep.  Hearing it’s bleating he follows the sound to a steep slope where the sheep has got stuck against a tree halfway down.  It is wet and slippery, the shepherd is afraid of heights.  As he makes his way down he slips and starts sliding, crashing into the tree and the sheep!  Holding the sheep tightly he breaks off a branch and punches it into the ground (using it like a dagger or knife), pulling himself and the sheep slowly up the slope.  Bit by bit.  Scared, tired, but determined.  He loves the sheep.  He will make it – for both of them.

God loves us and will do whatever it takes to save us…



	PowerPoint
	Simple abstract backgrounds would perhaps be best for this theme.  

Or paths / roads leading into the distance.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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