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BOXING DAY 2010

Family Service 

Year A - Christmas 1 - 06A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.


	Introduction and Outline
	It just happens that 2010 is one of the years that puts those of us in ministry into a bit of a spin. Having had Saturday Christmas service/s the day before, we have to turn around and plan again for Sunday. Last time this happened, I decided to go for an informal service with a difference on Boxing Day. I included in the service the background to Boxing Day, the legend of Good King Wenceslas and a little about St Stephen. (Boxing Day is St Stephen’s Day – referred to as the “Feast of Stephen” in the carol). It was quite a change from a usual service and was very well received by the congregation, many of whom were still all in rather festive mood. So, in a departure from our usual “10 minutes” I’ll outline some Boxing Day service ideas. If you want to pick up the whole package (an entire service is included with this “10 minutes”) the order of service may look like this:
Call to worship

Hymn/Song

Responsive Opening Prayer – ‘Come praise the Lord’
Welcome 

Message in Boxes 1:  Boxing Day

Scripture reading   Proverbs 3.5-10
Intercession: Write on cereal boxes.
Offering
Message in Boxes 2:  King Wenceslas

Song 
Good King Wenceslas

Message in Boxes 3:  The Feast of Stephen
Scripture reading    Acts 7.54-8.2
Roll of newsprint prayer
Hymn/Song

Benediction


	Creative Ideas
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	Theme Boxes

Get three large boxes and place them at the front of the church. You may want to cover them. Write, “King Wenceslas” on one, “Boxing Day” on another, and “Feast of Stephen” on the third. (You could print these off large and Sellotape onto the boxes). You may want to have them just for for visual effect, or you could get your story tellers to take their script out of the appropriate box before speaking.
An Armchair

Put a large armchair at the front of the church and tell the stories seated on this. For variety, you could get three different people as your story-tellers

Cereal Box Intercession
Stick a series of intercessory prayers on cereal boxes and display them at the front to the church. Pre-arrange for several people to come up and take a box read the prayer on it. You’ll have your own ideas but will probably want to include prayer for the bereaved families from the Pike Creek mining tragedy and the following prayers supplied by Christian World service:

FOR UGANDA. We pray for all people who are struggling to rid the world of HIV and AIDS and support those living with the disease. Be with the Church of Uganda as it develops initiatives to overcome the stigmas of discrimination and exclusion associated with HIV and AIDS, and to end poverty. We pray especially for those who suffer from the disease. May the people of Uganda work together to build a new future free of HIV and AIDS, a future where all can have access to healthy food, reliable health care and non discrimination – a future filled with hope and promise for all. Amen.
FOR TONGA. God of peace and justice, we pray for the health and welfare of all people that they may eat the food that sustains life. Grant us all the resources and wisdom to address the critical health issues facing the planet. In particular we pray for the Tongan Community Trust in its work to assist Tongans reclaim healthy nutrition, cheaper food and their traditional ways of life. We pray for a quiet food revolution in Tonga that will testify to your love and care for all Tongans. Amen.

FOR HAITI. We pray for all the people who have endured so much suffering from conflict and disaster. We especially pray for the people of Haiti that they will find the strength and determination to rebuild the infrastructures of their country. We pray that no one will be left out in this massive effort to build a new fair and prosperous nation out of the ashes of despair and destruction. Empower our partners in the Action by Churches Together Alliance to provide the necessary supplies and assistance that will enable Haitians to regain hope and joy in their lives. Amen.

Roll of Newsprint Prayer

(Churches often seem to have a supply of newsprint roll ends. If not, you can usually get them cheap from your local paper or, at greater cost, from places like OfficeMax)
A prayer activity for the last Sunday of the year. Take a roll of newsprint and roll it out, down the aisle of the church. Distribute children’s felt pens and get people to write or draw their significant events of 2010. There will be highlights and lowlights. Suggest they include things like: a holiday, family births, engagements, weddings, illness, surgery, bereavements, employment changes, baptisms, confirmations, graduations, sporting or artistic achievements… or anything else that comes to mind.

When you’ve given everyone enough time, roll the newsprint up again with all the writing and drawing on it. Holding it under your arm in front of the congregation, give to God the year that has been. Praise God for all the times of celebration, joy and friendship. Pray for God’s healing for the hurts, difficulties and illnesses. Pray God’s comfort of the bereaved. 
(We will suggest a similar exercise next week when all the hopes for the year ahead can be written down, or drawn, and then committed to God in prayer.)
Powerpoint  Ctrl+Click to go to images
Google images for pictures of boxes… also...
St Stephen  He is depicted in Christian art dressed as a deacon and with stones resting on him. 
Wenceslas statue in Prague. And, in a dig at the upper classes, artist David Cerny’s “horse” (also in Prague in the Lucerna Passage, not far away from the statue) depicts Wenceslas astride the belly of an upside-down dead horse. 

	Readings
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	The lectionary readings for this week are:

Isaiah 63.7-9 A song of praise for the Lord’s goodness in rescuing his people.
Psalm 148 Another psalm of praise. Let all creation join together in praise and worship the Lord, the creator. 
Hebrews 2.10-18 Jesus became one of us and can now help us when we are tempted
Matthew 2.13-23 Joseph and Mary escape to Egypt with Jesus and so avoid being involved in Herod’s horrific slaughter of the infants in Bethlehem
However, if you are picking up some of the ideas in this “10 minutes” you may prefer to use:

Acts 7.54 - 8.2 Following on from Stephen’s message the crowd attacked him and stoned him to death while Saul watched on. 
Proverbs 3.5-10 This is the well known passage that tells us to trust in the Lord with our whole heart and not in our own understanding. It goes on to say we should honour him with our money by giving him the “firstfruits”. 



	Prayers
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	See Cereal Box Intercession and the Roll of Newsprint prayer in the Creative Ideas section above. 
Come Praise the Lord
Shout praises to the Lord! 

Shout the Lord's praises 

   in the highest heavens. 
 All of you angels, and all who serve him above, 

   come and offer praise. 
Sun and moon, and all of you bright stars, 

   come and offer praise. 
Highest heavens, and the water above the highest heavens, 
   come and offer praise. 

 
Let all things praise the name of the Lord, 

   because they were created at his command. 

He made them to last forever, 

   and nothing can change what he has done. 
All creatures on earth, you obey his commands, 

   so come praise the Lord! 

Sea monsters and the deep sea, fire and hail, 

   snow and frost, and every stormy wind, 

   come praise the Lord! 
All mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, 

   every wild and tame animal, all reptiles and birds, 

   come praise the Lord! 

Every king and every ruler, all nations on earth, 

   every man and every woman, young people and old, 

   come praise the Lord! 

All creation, come praise the name of the Lord. 

    Praise his name alone. 
The glory of God is greater 

   than heaven and earth. Amen
Psalm 148 CEV

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw


	The Service
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

SIS: Scripture in Song

WOV:  With One Voice
	Call to worship

Come and worship the Lord
for he is gracious and deserves our praise.
He shows kindness and is good to his people.
In times of trouble 

he takes us in his arms 

and carries us.
Based on Isaiah 63.7-9
Message 1: Boxing Day
Boxing Day.  What images does the name Boxing Day conjure up for you?  It doesn’t mean to have a boxing match with the relations who came for Christmas and stayed just that one night too long.  Nor does it mean to box up all the wrapping paper from Santa’s visit yesterday and put it out at the gate for recycling.  And it doesn’t mean that you have to rush from the service today to shop for boxes of goods at the Boxing Day sales.

The origins of Boxing Day relate to a long-ago practice in the middle ages of giving money, food or clothes to those of the lower classes.  Gifts between equals were exchanged on or before Christmas Day, but for those less fortunate, the gifts came the day after.  

Different stories and theories exist about the actual origins and who received these gifts.  Were they given as gifts of gratitude to employees?  Were they given as gifts of charity to the poor and down-trodden?  What is made clear through all the stories and theories, is that Boxing Day was reserved for a one-way provision of goods to those who were on a different social level.  Boxes of gifts were given to those of a lower social class:  trades-people, employees, servants, serfs or the generic poor.  

For instance, a popular theory is that on Christmas Day the upper classes in Britain celebrated in fine style, feasting and exchanging gifts.  They were waited on by their servants, who obviously didn’t get such a day off as there was so much work to be done.  The following day, Boxing Day, when the feasting was over, the leftovers would be boxed up, along with what we would call today a Christmas bonus, perhaps gifts of money or clothes from the upper class to their lower class employees and the servant would have a day off to go home to their family for their own Christmas celebration.

It is an intriguing picture of charity at Christmas. There is obviously generosity and goodwill here.  Giving is part of Christmas and, on Boxing Day, the thought of giving continues.  Now I don’t want to pour cold water on such generosity and charity, but it strikes me that it’s not too hard to give something away that we don’t really want anymore.  That’s not to say it’s a bad thing to give things we don’t want anymore to someone who could make good use of them.  It’s a decent idea to give to someone who doesn’t have a lot of food in their house, the leftover food from Christmas Day.  After all, we couldn’t possibly eat it all ourselves and if we don’t give it away then it will just go bad and spoil.  What better person to choose, than someone who needs it more than we do. And the gifts that we opened that aren’t really our style or we just don’t need – it’s a good thing to pass them on to someone less fortunate than ourselves. 

In the middle ages tradition of Boxing Day, the poor did not return a gift to those that gave to them.  It was a one-way deal.  To give a gift back would have been presumptuous, it would have been to cross the class divide, to presume to be equal to those offering charity.  Boxing Day was clearly a day where the class lines were drawn.  And that makes us think about the whole concept of charity. Even today, the concept of charity draws lines.  These days, they’re not class based, but they are power based.  The person with goods has the power to bestow generosity as and when they feel like it. The person with needs is forced into what is often a desperate position of humility, powerlessness and dependence.  It is very difficult to be on the receiving end of charity.  The giver is left with a good feeling of having done the right thing, but the receiver is seen as the charity case. Being the recipient of all things leftover and unwanted is not always easy.   

I wonder if God requires more from us and our giving, than just passing on our leftovers and unwanted goods?  It strikes me that if we were to give in the way God intended, it would not be only our leftovers that we pass on, but instead we’d pick up the concept that’s written all through the First Testament of giving our “first fruits”. Proverbs 3.9 says, “Honour the Lord by giving him your money and the first part of all your crops.”
As we go into a New Year, let’s make it our priority to give the best of who we are and the best of what we own as an integral part of our daily lives. Let’s make giving to God and therefore those in need, the first thing we think about and let’s do it in such a way that there will be no bad aftertaste of charity left in the mouths of those we give to but instead, and that the genuine love of Jesus would be passed on.

Message 2: Good King Wenceslas
King Wenceslas – who was Wenceslas?  If you are researching Wenceslas be sure to get the right one. The most famous was Wenceslas IV 1361-1419, son of the Roman Emperor. He became king in Germany then in Bohemia and history records him as a bad king. He was incompetent, weak and ineffectual. He allowed the execution of the reformer Jan Hus and was finally deposed for drunkenness.
Good King Wenceslas was much earlier (907-929). He is today the Czech national hero, and if you go to Prague you will no doubt visit Wenceslas Square, Prague’s main boulevard. The square itself is large. It can hold 400,000 people. In the upper area is a statue of Wenceslas on his horse. King Wenceslas is also known as St Wenceslas. 
The legend of Wenceslas has it that his greatness was due to the Christian education he received from his grandmother. His mother was jealous of the grandmother and didn’t share her Christian convictions. So she hired assassins and had the older woman killed. Nice mum! Wenceslas rose to political power at the age of 15 years old and tried to stem the tide of evil. (He was actually a Duke, and was only made a “king” posthumously.) He developed a reputation for his mildness and patience and gave generously to the poor, orphaned, sick and imprisoned. He was just 22 years old when he was murdered by his brother Bolslav while he was standing at the church door.
The Christmas carol that carries his name tells of his love for the poor. It was first sung in 1582 (quite a different version from the present day one) and tells of the legend of King Wenceslas seeing a poor man gathering wood for a fire on a cold snowy night. It was the evening of Boxing Day. Wenceslas said to his servant “Who is that? Where does he live?”

The servant replied, “He lives 4 km away under the mountain.”

“Get me some meat and wine and pine logs and we’ll take them to his place.” 
So, having gathered supplies, off they went by night in the bitter weather. It was dark and the wind grew stronger and stronger. Finally the servant said, “I can’t go on any more.”

Wenceslas said, “Follow me. Put your feet in my footprints in the snow.” Somehow the footprints of Wenceslas were warm and this enabled the servant to carry on. 
“So,” says the carol, “Christian men and women, whether you are rich or not, follow in the steps of Wenceslas and bless the poor. And you will find that God will bless you.”
Good King Wenceslas looked out
On the feast of Stephen
When the snow lay round about
Deep and crisp and even
Brightly shone the moon that night
Though the frost was cruel
When a poor man came in sight
Gath'ring winter fuel

"Hither, page, and stand by me
If thou know'st it, telling
Yonder peasant, who is he?
Where and what his dwelling?"
"Sire, he lives a good league hence
Underneath the mountain
Right against the forest fence
By Saint Agnes' fountain."

"Bring me flesh and bring me wine
Bring me pine logs hither
Thou and I will see him dine
When we bear him thither."
Page and monarch forth they went
Forth they went together
Through the rude wind's wild lament
And the bitter weather

"Sire, the night is darker now
And the wind blows stronger
Fails my heart, I know not how,
I can go no longer."
"Mark my footsteps, my good page
Tread thou in them boldly
Thou shalt find the winter's rage
Freeze thy blood less coldly."

In his master's steps he trod
Where the snow lay dinted
Heat was in the very sod
Which the Saint had printed
Therefore, Christian men, be sure
Wealth or rank possessing
Ye who now will bless the poor
Shall yourselves find blessing 
Music Score for Good King Wenceslas   Ctrl+Click to go to link
Good King Wenceslas by the Beatles

Did you know that the Beatles recorded “Good king Wenceslas”? In December 1970, after the Beatles had broken up, a little known Beatles’ Christmas Album was released. This was made up of a compilation of earlier Christmas flexi-discs that were distributed to fan club members. The first of these (1963) included several renditions of “Good king Wenceslas” (as well as “Rudolph the red-nosed Ringo”).
Message 3: Feast of Stephen

Today is St Stephen’s Day. The church wanted to give Stephen the honour of having his feast day next to Christ’s own day. In Ireland the Feast of Stephen is a national holiday. 

So what was so special about Stephen? Well, all we know about him is contained in just 17 verses in the Bible. Like Wenceslas he was first of all associated with distribution of food to the poor. The apostles were unable to do the task adequately themselves so the believers elected some servers (deacons) to help out. Stephen was chosen for this lowly task of service because he “had great faith and was filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 6.5)  As well as distributing food he healed people and preached about Jesus. In fact he is the only person to get a full-length sermon into the New Testament! His preaching was so powerful that this sermon got people stirred up.  He challenged the traditions of his hearers and got a stormy response. The sermon ended in an uproar with some shouting and others covering their ears. They grabbed Stephen, dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death. Echoing his master, his last words were, “Lord, don’t blame them for what they have done.”
This dying prayer was witnessed by Paul who, at that time, was persecuting Christians. It no doubt played a large part in Paul later also becoming a follower of Jesus. 

So Stephen, around 35CE, full of faith and the Holy Spirit, became the first Christian martyr. (Known as the protomartyr). He was the first to surrender his life for his Lord, but was followed by thousands who witnessed to their faith and lost their lives as a result. In fact, by the end of the first century the word for “witness” and the word for “martyr” had become the same! Stephen’s life and death challenge us to combine:

     humble service

     with boldness of faith

     and absolute surrender to Christ.

Benediction
Be helpful and unselfish.

It won’t always be easy 

but it will become easier

if you keep on trying.

And receive and experience 

the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, 

deep, deep within yourselves. 

Amen

Finally a few song suggestions:
Bring in your new world   HIOS 13

Faith has set us on a journey  FFS 14
Good Christians all rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104; CMP 196
Heaven shall not wait  S1 151

Jesus put this song into our hearts  SIS 569; CMP 376; S1 292
Morning has broken WOV 91; H&P 635; CMP 467
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