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Christmas Day 25 December 2010

Family Service 

Year A - Christmas Day - 05A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.


	Links

Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Introduction and organisation
The service

	Introduction and Organisation
	This service plan is designed for a brief family Christmas Day service. It is structured around the impromptu Nativity Play script that we distributed earlier (slightly abridged) that was written by Caroline Bindon. All the Bible readings (Luke 1:26-35; Luke 2:1-5; Luke 2:5-7; Luke 2:8-16; Matthew 2:1-5,7-8; Matthew 2:9-11) are included in the script as are most of the carols. As always, adapt, use and change the script, songs, prayers etc as suits you and your situation. The play could be shortened by giving all the speaking lines to the reader and having the players as non-speaking actors. A couple of extra song suggestions from John Thornley of NZ Hymnbook Trust:
     Carol our Christmas   COC 7

     All over creation   COC 3

Planning Instructions

This play involves interaction between the facilitator, a prearranged reader and the gathered group or congregation.   The facilitator will need to talk aloud what they want to happen and encourage feedback and interjection from the group, in as much as this is expected or encouraged.  There may be alterations you could make to the script with additional sound effects or props as suits your group. The following is a guide on how this play can hold together.  The key is to be prepared ahead of time, while giving the impression of impromptu.  There are five readings in the play from the CEV Bible.  In this arrangement the characters repeat any speaking lines from the reading after the reader has read them.  The reader will need to be prepared to pause after reading a speaking line and prompt the characters.  

Facilitator:  Select volunteers from the gathered group and get them to come to the front at the sides.  Have a key item for each person to wear or hide suitable items around the building, and encourage your gathered group to spot them and point them out.  Have someone helping you at the front to give these items and arrange them on each person as you introduce each one to the group.  
Mary (A volunteer - youngish woman or older girl)  Key item: A blue cloth, bath towel, sheet 

Joseph (A volunteer - strong man who likes building) Key item: Prearrange with a builder or home handyman to bring a carpenter’s apron.  An alternative could be a hammer or other tool

Angel (A volunteer - someone with a big voice) Key item: A tinsel loop hung as decorations somewhere near the front.   An alternative is angel wings from the $2 shop or borrowed from a child

Shepherds (Three volunteers – people who like to be busy) Key item: Prearrange with some children in the congregation that they bring a soft toy sheep.  An alternative is a checked tea-towel or other fabric secured on the head with a piece of elastic.

Wise people (Three volunteers – clever people who know things) Key items: Display three crowns made from tinfoil and cardboard or pre-bought from the $2 shop.  An alternative could be carrying books, wearing a mortarboard, carrying a diploma, carrying a telescope. 

Star (A volunteer – someone who likes showing others where to go) Key item:  A cardboard star attached to a broomstick handle or long ruler. 
Jesus (Either a real baby or a prearranged doll or soft toy from a child in the congregation) Key item:  A white cloth.

Inn Family (Husband and wife team – people who like to offer hospitality and don’t mind last minute guests) Key item: BBQ aprons

Herod (A volunteer – someone with an important job, owns a business, chairs a committee) Key item: A sign that says, “THE BOSS” to hang around their neck.

Gifts (Volunteers to contribute three items for the wise people to carry.) Key items:  Look in their handbags, pockets for things… a gold pen, a tube of hand-cream, a spray perfume, a gold watch, a cellphone, an ipod… 



	The Service
Song index

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

WOV:  With One Voice
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	Call to worship

A child has been born for us

We have been given a son

Who will be our ruler.

His names will be

Wonderful Advisor and mighty God

Eternal father and prince of peace.

Isaiah 9.6

Carol   Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305
Welcome and Prayer
Our Lord and God on this Christmas Day
We thank you for the good news of the Christ child
You have shown us how much you love the world

We thank you for the good news of the Christ child

You came to us as one of us: a baby born in a barn
We thank you for the good news of the Christ child
You sent angels to give the news to shepherds
We thank you for the good news of the Christ child
You sent wise men to worship
We thank you for the good news of the Christ child
You sent us a Saviour to give us hope
We thank you for the good news of the Christ child

and worship you on this day of celebration.
The Advent Wreath - Lighting the Christmas candle

The light keeps shining in the dark, 

 and darkness has never put it out

The true light that shines on everyone 

was coming into the world

The Word became a human being 

and lived here with us. 

We saw his true glory, 

the glory of the only Son of the Father. 

From him all the kindness and all the truth of God 

have come down to us.

John 1.5,9 &14
(Light the centre Christmas candle)
What did you get for Christmas?

Call the children forward and ask them to show their Christmas gifts.
Christmas Appeal Offering

The Christmas Appeal is the major CWS fundraiser of the year and the main way churches give to their development, aid and justice agency. This is an opportunity for us all, to live out our faith and put Christian love into action. The 2010 Appeal focuses on the needs of Uganda (HIV and AIDS), Tonga (nutrition), Haiti (rebuilding) and Gaza (maternal and child health).

Offertory Prayer

Loving God, this morning we bring before you the people of Palestine 
– especially the children.

We pray for the maternal and child health clinics of Palestine, 
who are working to bring health to the people.

We recognise that a healthy community requires a healthy population.

In particular, we pray for the health and well being 
of all Palestinian mothers and children.

Bless the mothers who raise their children under difficult circumstances,

Bless the children as they grow up in the midst of conflict

May they know that they are loved and valued and

May they inherit a future free of conflict and filled with love and hope.
Prayer supplied by Christian World Service

Nativity Play The facilitator selects volunteers as in the instructions and the play begins…
Scene 1 – An announcement

Facilitator:  In our first scene an angel tells about the birth of Jesus.  We’ll need Mary standing at the front here. She’s just going about her usual daily chores before our reader starts reading. She could be arranging these flowers or watering this pot plant (or get ideas from the congregation as to what she could be doing). At the start of the reading an angel is going to appear.  The angel will jump onto the scene.  Our angel has some things to tell Mary and as Mary listens she will answer the angel.  
Reader:  God sent the angel Gabriel to the town of Nazareth in Galilee with a message for a virgin named Mary. (Angel jumps onto stage.) She was engaged to Joseph from the family of King David. The angel greeted Mary and said, "You are truly blessed! The Lord is with you."  (Prompt the Angel to repeat these spoken words)
Mary was confused by the angel's words and wondered what they meant. Then the angel told Mary, "Don't be afraid! God is pleased with you, and you will have a son. His name will be Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of God Most High. The Lord God will make him king, and his kingdom will never end." (Prompt the Angel to repeat these spoken words –broken into several parts)
Mary asked the angel, "How can this happen? I am not married!"  (Prompt Mary to repeat these words)
The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come down to you, and God's power will come over you. So your child will be called the holy Son of God.” (Prompt the Angel to repeat these spoken words)
(Congregation stand and sing)

Carol
Angels from the Realms of Glory v1,2&4 MHB 119; WOV 235; 
         H&P 92; CMP 35; S2 631
Scene 2 – Travel to Bethlehem

Facilitator:  In our next scene, Mary and Joseph are going to travel to Bethlehem.  While the reading is taking place they are going to walk to Bethlehem by (explain route that they should take).  Most likely they travelled by donkey.   Our donkey sound effects are going to come from some people saying “clip-clop, clip-clop” as Mary and Joseph walk. (Point to two or three people seated near the font and give them this job.) Mary and Joseph will finish their walk by coming to this point here. (Direct where they should stop walking)
Reader:   About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed in record books. These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King David's hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from David's family. 

Mary was engaged to Joseph and travelled with him to Bethlehem.

Scene 3 – The birth of Jesus

Facilitator:  In our third scene, Mary is going to have a baby.  The inn family are going to welcome Mary and Joseph.  As there is no room in their inn, they will have to make some makeshift accommodation for the couple.  They will put a couple of chairs here on the central stage area and fuss over Mary as she sits down.  The innkeeper’s wife will be like a midwife and help deliver the baby. That means she will give Mary (the doll or the real baby) Jesus to hold.  Then the innkeeper family will stand behind Mary and Joseph.  
Reader:  Mary was soon going to have a baby, and while they were there, she gave birth to her first-born son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn.
(Congregation stand and sing)

Carol   Away in a Manger  MHB 860; WOV 242; H&P 94; CMP 47; S1 36
Scene 4 – The shepherds 

Facilitator:  In our next scene, our shepherds are going to be guarding their sheep.  They’re on a hillside far away from people.  Today we’ll get them to stand over there.  (As far away as possible from Mary and Joseph on the left of the stage).  In this scene once again we have the appearance of an angel.  The angel will jump up and when it is time for the angel  to first appear. The angel and the shepherds will have things to say in this scene.  The shepherds will end the scene by hurrying to Bethlehem to see the baby. They will go from their hillside (explain route you’d like them to take) ending up in front of Mary and the baby Jesus.  They will kneel on the ground in front of the baby and bow down before going to stand behind Mary and Joseph next to the innkeeper family.
Reader:  That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their sheep. All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, (the Angel jumps into scene) and the brightness of the Lord's glory flashed around them. The shepherds were frightened. But the angel said, "Don't be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy.  (The Angel repeats words) This very day in King David's hometown a Saviour was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. (The Angel repeats words) You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay." (The Angel repeats words)
Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God. They said: 

    "Praise God in heaven!  

     Peace on earth to everyone 

     who pleases God."  
After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about."   (Shepherds repeat words and then hurry off to see Mary and Joseph) They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay. 

Scene 5 – The Wise Men meet Herod

Facilitator:  Our next scene is a travelling scene.   It begins far, far away at the back of the building where we have our wise people.  They’re studying stars.  Our star needs to be a little bit separated from them down the aisle.  The wise people follow the star.  Star you will be taking this route (explain where the star is supposed to travel).  The wise people  will pause over here on the right hand side of the stage and meet Herod.
(Wise people follow star to Herod)

Reader:  When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was king. During this time some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and said, "Where is the child born to be king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." (Wise People repeat words) 
Herod secretly called in the wise men and asked them when they had first seen the star. He told them, "Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, let me know. I want to go and worship him too." (Herod repeats words)
 

Scene 6 – The Wise Men see Jesus

Facilitator:  Our final scene involves more travelling for our wise people.   The scene begins with the wise people leaving Herod. Herod can rejoin the congregation.  Star you will now take this route (explain route) ending up in front of Jesus.  The wise people will bow down and worship Jesus, lay their gifts in front of him and then stand to the side of the scene.  The play will conclude as the congregation sings We three kings.  
Reader:  The wise men listened to what the king said and then left. And the star they had seen in the east went on ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. They were thrilled and excited to see the star. 

When the men went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they knelt down and worshiped him. They took out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh and gave them to him. 
(Congregation stands and sings while Nativity Scene remains on stage)

Carol    We Three Kings  CMP 740
(All players return to their seats)

Wrap up

The play stands on its own, but you may want to say a few words to wrap up… or tell a story. The story of Wallace Purling fits quite well (Ctrl+Click to follow link - when I’ve used this story I’ve re-written in a Kiwi context as a fictional story.)
Carol    Hark the Herald Angels Sing  MHB 117; WOV 227; H&P 106; CMP 211; 

     S1 144
Benediction

May the God of peace

bring peace to you and your family

this Christmas Day

and throughout the year ahead

Distribute Christmas Cake to the congregation as they leave.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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