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Sunday 23 May 2010
The Spirit of the Church
Year C – Pentecost - 39C

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links
	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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Illustrations
Music
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PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	Psalm 104:24-35  A Psalm that celebrates a God who not only creates, but sustains the universe: “You give new life to the earth.”

Genesis 11:1-9 The tower of Babel story describes the confusion that different languages can cause.  It stands in stark contrast to the Pentecost story where everyone can understand!

Acts 2:1-21 The disciples experience the coming of the Spirit and Peter preaches that Jesus us the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel:  “Whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.”
John 14:8-17  Jesus shows us what God is like in Himself.  To see Him is to see God.  To believe in Him is to receive the ability to do what Jesus did, and more.



	Introduction / Summary
	Pentecost represents the birthday of the church: The day the ‘waiting for power’ ended and the ministry of God’s people began.  The Spirit ‘will be in you,’ says Jesus (Jn 14:17).  As such we are God-bearers, charged with the responsibility of being guided by the Spirit to continue the work of Christ (Jn 14:12), as reflected in our mission statement above.  The challenge is to allow the Spirit to determine the way we live and move and have our being. 
It is also Aldersgate Sunday, celebrating the evangelical conversion of John Wesley.  His dairy note is included below in the illustrations section.


	Broader Preparation
	What characteristics of the church do I most admire?  What do we do that makes me feel ashamed?  What similarities and differences do you notice between the story of Babel (Genesis 11) and the story of Pentecost (Acts 2)?  How does the Spirit help us overcome our differences?  Reflecting on the past few weeks, what is the Spirit saying to the church? To this church?  What is warming my heart at the moment?


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	You may want to have a birthday cake and streamers / balloons to create a bit of a party feel.  Part of this could involve having the children decorate the cake (see the children’s section below).

If you use the fire image in the preaching thoughts below, give each person a red paper flame cutout as they enter church.  At some point invite them to consider an area of their lives that needs some fire / energy / warmth…  When they are ready, encourage them to place the flame against their chest (over their hearts) and pray for God’s Spirit to help them.  This could be a very moving time and may be worth giving that little bit of extra time to preparing the words you use and the space for people to enter into the meditation fully.  Remember John Wesley’s description of his conversion as a warming of the heart to tie into Aldersgate Sunday.
  

	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	The story of Pentecost is a story of transformation.  The disciples are different!  No longer frightened and hiding, but bold and filled with a sense of purpose.  The difference is the Spirit.  Without the Spirit the church cannot exist, nor can we fulfill our mission.  “What is the Spirit saying to the church?” is one of the vital (life giving) questions we can ask ourselves.  However, to stop there would be useless.  Action is needed too.  The Pentecost story gives us clues as to how we can be transformed by the Spirit into people who not only hear God’s Spirit guiding us but are able to put into practice that which we hear.  Here are two ways you could unpack the Pentecost theme:

The power of community:  “the believers were gathered together...” (Acts 2:1)

We underestimate the power of community – of belonging together and working together.  We think that we can do it on our own, but we really do need one another.  God is at work through others in ways that we are not equipped to function – the gifts of the Spirit are distributed throughout the church.  An important part of community is letting others alongside, to travel with us.  This also means letting others in, allowing them to get close to us – love one another means receiving love too.

The power of vision:  “they saw what looked like tongues of fire…” (Acts 2:3)
What we see matters.  If we see Jewish authorities waiting to arrest us we hide.  If we see tongues of fire, hear rushing winds and see the good news changing people’s lives, we are filled with courage.  What we see matters!  

So when we see God at work through us we are filled with courage because we know that we are not alone, that the Creator God is along side too – and within us.  Not only is there community with people, but with God too. 

The power of spirituality:  “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 2:4)

This is a result of waiting (Acts 1:4) for God, not telling God what to do.  It is about listening not talking.  This calls us to a new experience of silence and spirituality, something that we find harder to do than we would like to admit.  Our actions are to support a vision born out of waiting.  Again, this is an empowering experience because we know that what we are doing or working towards is not of ourselves but God.  We know that our mission arises from God at work in us and in the world.  The journey inward gives rise to the journey outward. 

OR

We all need fire.  Fire to burn away doubt, boredom, meaninglessness and fear.

Fire to fan love, hope, healing and light into the everyday experiences of life.

Fire creates warmth

Think of a cat or dog lying in front of a fire, or a campfire on a winter’s night with everyone gathered around.  There is a basic human search for warmth:  We need to be loved, understood.  It is universal.  Wesley’s “warmed heart” changed his life, leading to a deepened faith and a new commitment to Christ and ministry.  Faith may not be about the way we feel, but “God is love” makes our heart felt experiences an important part of what we believe and how we live.

Fire creates peace

Again, think of sitting around a fire.  Conversation is quieter, deeper, richer as we sit shoulder to shoulder staring into the flames.  There is a sense of peace, something we all search for in our troubled times and busy lives.  The Holy Spirit’s purpose is to bring people to peace through the Prince of Peace.  She points us to the One who gives us an assurance of salvation (See John Wesley’s diary quote below).  There is a “Soul Peace” that goes beyond rest or relaxation – it runs deeper.  It is of the Spirit.

Fire creates light

Entering the darkened caves at Waitomo with all the lights to guide us gives little appreciation of what it must have been like when the only light was fire light.  If your flame went out you were lost in pitch blackness!  We need light to see, and again are aware of the basic human need for direction.  We search for it in fortune tellers, star signs…  We have a deep need for meaning, purpose and fulfilment.

The Holy Spirit leads us to truth, or “enlightenment.” It is not truth in the sense of knowledge, but truth for life, connecting our reality to a greater reality.

Fire creates energy

How easily we burn our fingers around a fire…  It produces an energy that is sometimes unstoppable.  Recent volcanic eruptions are an extreme example, but explosions and bush fires can be equally unstoppable.  We are all searching for energy.  Sometimes we need energy just to get through another day, sometimes to fulfil a certain task.  The Holy Spirit is the Creator God within us, providing something of that divine energy for our daily living.  

The Great Commandment calls us to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  It is an impossible thing to do!  Unrealistic, I say!  However, the above image tells us that God’s Spirit provides fire to warm our hearts, bring peace to our souls, enlighten our minds, and give energy to bodies (strength).  God gives us, through the Spirit, the means with which to fulfil the great commandment.  Maybe it is not so unrealistic after all?
  

	Illustrations / 
Stories
	Gas hot water heaters make a wonderful illustration for the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost.  When you turn on the hot water tap the pilot flame ignites the burners with a “woosh” sound – like rushing wind – and the tongues of fire ignite to heat the water.  So many of us are living on a pilot flame of spiritual experience that is just enough to keep faith alive.  However, allowing the Spirit some freedom could create an energy that brings added life and effectiveness to our personal lives and our work as God’s people.  We are like the gas water heater in one way or another – on idle, or on fire!

John Wesley, himself, describes what took place that evening in his journal as follows: "In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death."



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Hymns (Hymns marked with * are Wesley hymns - for Aldersgate Sunday)
Breathe on me breath of God (MHB 300; WOV 320)

* Come Holy Ghost our hearts inspire (MHB 305; WOV 331)

Filled with the Spirit’s power (WOV 328; H&P 314) 

* O for a thousand tongues to sing (MHB 1; WOV 141)

Spirit Divine, attend our prayers (MHB 289; WOV 377)

* Where shall our wondering souls begin The Wesley’s conversion hymn (MHB 361)
Lord, we thank you, that your Spirit by Norman Brookes for Aldersgate Sunday (WHV 12)

Songs

O Lord, You’re beautiful (CMP 513; S1 401)

Lord I come to You (CMP 880; S1 329)

For I’m building a people of power (CMP 151; S1 109)

Holy Spirit, You are welcome in this place (S2 746)

Spirit of the Living God (CMP 613; S1 462)



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	Lighting of community candle by CA. Howe

Or scroll down the page on the link above for the prayer Spirit of life and hope by C Wells (adapted)
To God the Creator, who first loved us, 
and made us accepted in the Beloved;
To God the Son, who loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood;
To God the Holy Ghost, who sheddeth the love of God abroad in our hearts, 
be all love and all glory in time and to all eternity.
Amen.

John Wesley


	Children


	Have a wind spiral (from the $2 store) or wind chime set up where everyone can see it, out of any breeze – hanging still.  Set up a hidden fan that will blow on the spiral/chime when it is switched on.  Describe what the spiral/chime is to the kids, but point out that it needs wind to move.  Have some kids come and blow on it to get it moving.  At some point, just as a child finishes blowing, have someone turn on the fan (preferably out of sight) so that when the child stops blowing the spiral/chime keeps on moving…  “WOW!!  Look at that!! How did you do that?”  So with the Spirit – like the wind we see the results, but not the Spirit Herself. (This is a chance to bring in the other image of Acts 2 if you focus on the fire image in the sermon.)

If you have a small group of kids, get them to decorate a birthday cake with lots of red, orange and yellow to symbolise fire and celebrate the church’s birthday.  You could use 2 candles for 2000 years.



	PowerPoint
	Pictures of fire will work well this week
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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