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Sunday 16 May 2010
The Spirit of Community
Year C - Easter 7 - 38C

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links
	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Broader Preparation
Creativity
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Music
Prayers
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
	Psalm 97  A Psalm that paints a picture of a powerful God, worthy of praise.

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 The last words of scripture carry the famous “Alpha and Omega” phrase, but also the refrain, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

Acts 2:42-47; 16:16-34 The story of the Philippian jailer is rich with diverse characters and experiences.  

John 17:20-26 Jesus prays for all believers to be one – a “complete unity” (v23) that reflects God’s love.



	Introduction / Summary
	As the book of Acts unfolds we see that the gift of the Spirit links people together in the way of Christ, despite ethnic and cultural differences.  But Jesus knew how hard it would be for His people to remain one.  So He dedicates His final prayer to ask for unity among His people.  How easily we become divided, how slow to build a sense of community that determines all we do.  Perhaps our greatest sin, our deepest weakness, is our struggle to be one.  



	Broader Preparation
	What does the Ascension mean to me?  Where have I had my most meaningful experiences of community?  What made these experiences so rich?

For reflection: Where are we struggling with unity in our congregation / church?  What would the Spirit say about this?  How do I feel?



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Give everybody a blue card, an orange card and a green card. Make a series of statements - some very straightforward such as "I have blue eyes" and some more complicated, such as, "I think that church pipe organs are out of date.”  Get them to hold up the blue card if they disagree with the statement, the orange card if they agree, and the green if they are undecided. Encourage them to look around as each statement is read out so that they see the amazing diversity which makes up any congregation.  Invite them to talk in small groups about the possibility of unity when we all think so differently.  Is it possible for us to be one?


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	(Here is a creative way to preach on the link between community/unity and mission.  You will require two people to help you.)

When we look around at our world today we see how desperately we need to rediscover the gift of community.  Our world is torn apart by division on nearly every level – from nations at war to families in turmoil.   The church is often no better, filled with fighting and division, despite Jesus’ prayer for unity among His people and the all embracing call to love those around us.

As people who walk in the way of Jesus we are faced with the challenge of living out this way of love.  The way we live together and express the value of community is fundamental to our ability to move forward in showing those around us that there is a better way.  But we have to get it right first!  Jesus’ prayer for unity is at the heart of community, and the Spirit is the means by which we receive and express this unity.  We cannot move forward when we are fighting – our attention and energy is distracted from ministry and mission into trying to secure our way.  Building a strong sense of community however will ensure that we work together in achieving the Spirit’s purpose, as our Acts reading illustrates…

Illustrations from Acts 16 (with a little help from 2 friends)

1.  Indifference.  Get the two volunteers you prepared earlier to come forward and position them back to back, facing away from each other, with their arms folded across their chest, staring straight ahead.

Until now, Macedonia was outside of the mission field of Paul and Silas, but a vision changed all that (Acts 16:9).  We all have people in our lives who “don’t matter.”  This may sound harsh, but it is true.  We need to be honest that we just don’t “click” with some people.  Point to the couple.  “We just don’t see them.”  However, we are called to love our neighbours – this means we may have to deliberately search them out.  In Acts, the Spirit calls Paul to go to Macedonia.  So, let’s get our people to go to Macedonia…  

Get the volunteers to walk down the isle towards the door of the church – to go into the mission field – BUT THEY MUST MAINTAIN THEIR BACK TO BACK POSITION in other words, they end up walking sideways.  Its clumsy…
When churches are indifferent to the needs of those around us we find it hard to reach out to our community.  When we are indifferent to one another we find it hard to work together effectively.  

2.  Conflict.  Get the two volunteers to face each other like boxers – feet spread, arms raised, fists clenched, staring each other down.

The slave girl can see the future and is making her owners lots of money (Acts 16:16ff).  When Paul ends this ability and the owners loose their source of income conflict arises, the crowds get involved, beatings occur and the apostles are thrown in prison.  Mission and ministry are brought to an abrupt end.  

Conflict in churches ends ministry and destroys integrity.  We end up fighting each other instead of fighting the problem.  We pull in different directions.  We become more concerned with “my way” instead of “God’s way.”  

Once again, get the volunteers to walk down the isle towards the door of the church – to go into the mission field – BUT THEY MUST MAINTAIN THEIR CONFRONTATIONAL POSITION and their aggressive eye contact. Its clumsy…
However, we are called to love our enemies – this means we have to drop our fists and open our hands in love.  We build a sense of community so that we can reach out together in resolving the conflicts of our community.  We cannot offer peace and hope if we are at war with each other!

3.  Domination.  Get one volunteer to kneel in front of the other, head bowed and eyes down.  The standing volunteer has fists clenched and arms slightly raised in triumph.

The jailer had power over the prisoners.  He could do what he wanted, and he kept them from leaving the prison with chains and locks.  It was his job, and he took it seriously, but power is often abused – even within the church.  People like to control other people, to have things their way.  Power struggles and church politics can cripple the mission and ministry of any church.  How do we move forward when we live like this?  Point to the volunteers and once again ask them to go and love the world KEEPING THAT POSITION.  It is almost impossible to move down the isle for the person kneeling – at best it is slow and painful!  
Is this the way we want church to be?  Our world to be?  Jesus calls us to love one another as He has loved us.  He did not dominate us (despite being God), He served us.  Get the standing volunteer to help the kneeling volunteer to their feet and, standing shoulder to shoulder, facing the congregation, they put their inner arms around the other – like one might do for a photograph. 
4.  Unity.

Following the earthquake and the baptism of the jailer and his household, a new community is formed.  Power was eroded, enemies became friends, indifference was ended.  The potential of community was discovered.  It was easy to move forward!  Get the volunteers to walk down the isle – easy to do when you walk side by side! The volunteers return to their seats.

Unity in the church results in healing, hospitality and joy (vv33,34). Community gets people to work together for the common good.  We underestimate how important it is for us to be one!  Perhaps, more than any other value or characteristic we stand for, unity is at the heart of our whether we succeed or fail in our mission task.  That’s why Jesus prayed for us to be one.  Let’s be the answer to His prayer!

  

	Illustrations / 
Stories
	Which do you think will do better in a rowing foursome?  Getting the four best individual rowers together or using a team of 4 rowers who have been working together for years?

Overseen in a Starbucks coffee shop was a card that read, “Create Community.  Make a difference to someone’s day.”  On the back it read, “When you work at Starbucks, you can make a difference in someone’s day by creating an environment where neighbours and friends can get together while enjoying a great coffee experience.”  Are we, in the church, as intentional about community as this?  

(From Creating Community by Andy Stanley and Bill Willits)


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Music

Michael Jackson’s We are the world includes the words:  

Send them your heart / So they'll know that someone cares / And their lives will be stronger and free / As God has shown us by turning stone to bread / So we all must lend a helping hand 
Hymns
All praise to our Redeeming Lord (MHB 745; WOV 367)

And are we yet alive (MHB 709)

Christ from whom all blessings flow (MHB 720; WOV 364)

Filled with the Spirit’s power (WOV 328; H&P 314) 

In Christ there is no East or West (WOV 391)

Jesus united by thy grace (MHB 721; WOV 365)

Spirit Divine, attend our prayers (MHB 289; WOV 377)

The church’s one foundation (MHB 701; WOV 385)

Join hands in the Spirit (AA 82)

Teach us, O loving heart of Christ (AA 130)

Who is my mother?  (AA 158)

May they be one (WHV 50)

Songs

For I’m building a people of power (CMP 151; S1 109)

Holy Spirit, You are welcome in this place (S2 746)

Jesus loves me, this I know

Soften my heart, Lord (CMP 606; S1 459)

Spirit of the Living God (CMP 613; S1 462)

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord



	Prayers
	Opening sentences
From Rex AE Hunt website 

Scroll down to “We come to re-weave the unraveling fabric of community” 
…Then scroll further to “The kingdom of love is coming because”
A Litany for Christian Unity 
(A prayer of Fr. Couturier of Lyons, France, who initiated the Week of Prayer for the Unity of all Christians, adapted in Uniting in Worship.)
Across all our barriers of language, race, and nationality:
Unite us, Jesus.
Across all our mutual ignorance, prejudice and hostility:
Unite us, Jesus.
Across all our differences of thought, outlook, and religious allegiance:
Unite us, Jesus.
O God, for your greater glory:

Gather together your separated people.
O God, for the triumph of goodness and truth:
Gather together your separated people.
O God, that there may be one flock and one sheep fold:

Gather together your separated people.
O God, to confound evil and indifference:
Gather together your separated people.
O God, that peace may reign in the world at last:
Gather together your separated people.
O God, for the greater joy of the heart of your Son:
Gather together your separated people.


	Children


	Tell the children that we are going to look for things that are the same about us and things that are different. For example, are we all wearing some kind of shoes? Then find something else that is different, for example: only Colin is wearing a yellow shirt. Find same colour eyes and different colours of eyes…  Sometimes we think that our differences are important, and sometimes we think the things that make us the same are important.  But the most important thing is that we are all important – to God and should be to one another.  Encourage the children to see all people as equal, sacred, loved…  Build up a sense of respect and unity as being central to who we are as God’s people.



	PowerPoint
	The paper chain people pictures of a few weeks ago could work well again.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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