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Sunday 14 November 2010
Prepared for Trouble
Year C - Pentecost 25 - 66C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 65.17-25 The prophet tells of the promise of a new heaven and new earth with peace and security and ample provision for all.
Isaiah 12 A psalm of praise and thanksgiving for God’s help.
2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 There’s no room for laziness amongst God’s people. “If you don't work, you don't eat.”
Luke 21.5-19 Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple and tells of trouble ahead for the disciples. He encourages them to remain faithful.


	Introduction / Summary
	The gospel readings for these last two Sundays of the church year plunge us into trouble and darkness. This sets the scene for the light of Advent to begin to break through in a fortnight’s time. Advent (Latin) means ‘coming’ as does the Greek parousia. Parousia is used of the Lord’s expected return and this is what is alluded to in today’s passage from Luke’s gospel.
The gospel reading comes as a preparation for trouble ahead. This can be read on three levels:
· Jesus is preparing his disciples for the persecution that would come upon the early church
· We are being warned and equipped as troubles come to all of us who seek to follow the Christian Way.

· This is a predictive passage about the end of the age.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	I mentioned last week NT Wright’s 2007 book Surprised by hope. In it he includes this preaching advice from his mentor:
“Your praying and your preaching should be of the same length. You don’t want to find yourself limping with one leg shorter than the other. God works as a result of prayer and faithfulness, not technique and cleverness.”
                                                                                     Tom Wright, Surprised by Hope (London: SPCK, 2007) 238
A clip from one or two of the multitude of disaster movies could set the scene for today’s passage. The day after tomorrow (2004), Deep Impact (1998), Outbreak (1995), Aftershock (1989), Earthquake (1974) all come to mind. 
Or... an Eeyore clip from one of the Winnie the Pooh movies could set the scene for the trouble that comes upon people. There’s The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh (1977); The Tigger Movie (2000); Piglet's Big Movie (2003);  Pooh's Heffalump Movie (2005) and, due for release next year, Winnie the Pooh.
The idea that trouble is a part of our Christian experience was understandably a large theme in the African-American spirituals. A notable example:
I’m troubled
I’m troubled I’m troubled 

I’m troubled in mind

If Jesus don’t help me

I surely will die

O Jesus my Saviour 
on you I’ll depend

When troubles are near me 

you’ll be my true friend

When ladened with trouble

and burdened with grief

To Jesus in secret

I’ll go for relief

In dark days of bondage
to Jesus I prayed

To help me to bear it 

and he gave me his aid

I’m troubled I’m troubled 

I’m troubled in mind

If Jesus don’t help me

I surely will die



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Hand out small sheets of blue paper and pencils. 

On one side of the paper ask everyone to write down

- What troubles do Jesus’ followers face today in New Zealand?
- What troubles do Jesus’ followers face today in other parts of the world?

On the other side get everyone to draw a line graph of their lives marking in the high experiences and the low ones. For example...
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Ask people to consider was it the low experiences or the high ones when God seemed closest? 

Lead in a prayer asking God to be especially close to those in difficulty and to strengthen them.
The graphic below comes from the on-line promotion for a new book The Land Between: Finding God in difficult transitions by Jeff Manion (Zondervan 2010). I haven’t read the book but couldn’t resist using the graphic as it fits our theme.
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	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	The daily newspaper brings bad news. So much so that some have given up on reading the paper altogether. Most every day we have new statistics for the number of troops and civilians killed in the war in Afghanistan; reports on the devastating aftermath of earthquakes in Haiti and Indonesia (not to mention Christchurch); and famine continues in Niger. AIDS hardly rates a mention anymore even although it is rampant in Sub-Saharan Africa and still kills an estimated 8000 people a day. Malaria just continues on its destructive path through places like Zambia, Uganda and Ghana, taking the lives of 3000 children across the globe each day – but that’s not newsworthy either.
When Jesus spoke about wars and riots, nations going to war against one another, great earthquakes, and many places where people are starving to death or suffering from terrible diseases (Luke 21-8-11) it sure sounds like he was talking about our contemporary world situation. But then we are not the first generation to think that. So what was Jesus talking about?
Our passage starts with the beautiful stones and gifts at Jerusalem’s temple. The rebuilt structure was something to see. Its white pillars stood twelve metres high. Each was carved from a single block of marble. There was a vine made of solid gold with clusters of grapes measuring two metres each. Little wonder that someone (the disciples, according to Matthew and Mark’s account) remarked on their magnificence. Jesus response was shocking. “It will be completely demolished” (v6). This building represented the history, religion and national identity of the Jewish people. To demolish it was unthinkable. (Maybe like terrorists blowing up the Wellington Beehive – only worse!). Surely, they thought,  this would signal the Day of the Lord and the end of the age. “What will be the sign that this is about to take place?” the disciples asked.
Jesus replied, “there will be false Messiahs, wars, insurrection, earthquakes, famine and disease... but this is only the beginning. You will be persecuted and brought to trial because of me. Some of you will be betrayed by their own family members and some will be killed. But stand firm and you will find salvation.”
History records that most of this happened quite quickly. In 70AD, after the Romans besieged the city of Jerusalem (killing 1,100,000 of its residents according to Josephus), the temple was sacked. By this time it is believed most of Jesus’ original disciples had died as martyrs.
As chapter 21 of Luke goes on, it is clear that for us there is also a “not yet” aspect to Jesus’ predictions. The time of trouble reaches its climax with the appearing of the Son of Man in great power and glory. But what does the passage say to us here and now?
Don’t worry
Sometimes the gospel message is presented in a way that the impression is given that when we become followers of Jesus he’ll take away our troubles and life will be a bed of roses. Jesus promised the opposite. (“In the world you will have trouble” John 16.33.) His first disciples sure had their share of trouble, and present day disciples quickly find the same. 
There are big troubles. Even in New Zealand we can find followers of Jesus who fear that returning to their homeland could be at the cost of their lives because of their new Christian faith. For all of us, simply trying to address some of the injustices in the world can result in us feeling like all the forces of evil are lined up against us.

But just as disturbing for us are the little troubles - the troubles of our own making: relationships that are awkward because we’ve acted or spoken unwisely; fears about making the wrong decision when we are at one of life’s crossroads; concern for the well-being of our own loved ones; business difficulties.
Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid” (Luke 21.9) and “Don’t worry” (twice in CEV Luke 21.14 and18 - the second time to carry the meaning of the Greek “Not a hair on your head will be lost”). Don’t worry - Yeah right! Our world is falling apart and Jesus says, “Don’t worry”?
The point is that we are to expect trouble but we are told that help is at hand. Troubled we are, but abandoned we are not. Just as God has strengthened and sustained his people though the centuries, so his help and strength will be with us. We can bring to God our fears and hopes about the future and ask for his guiding hand.

Pray for wisdom

The disciples’ questions may have started off as quite detached queries about the Day of the Lord. All of a sudden though, it comes home that they are to be participants in the unfolding drama. Jesus tells them that they will brought to trial because of their faith. Then he advises them not to plan a prepared speech in their defence. Instead he says, “I will give you the wisdom to know what to say” (Luke 21.15).
Unless we dilute it, our faith forces us into conflict with the evils and injustices in our own day. We can’t remain detached. The gospel must have bite. The church is not about seeking comfort for ourselves but seeking courage and power to take action. The wisdom of God can guide us in word and deed to respond to issues of oppression and suffering, and bring hope to the hopeless.  We must pray for the wisdom to know what our church’s response should be to those things we see in the newspaper headlines. We need the wisdom of God to know how to respond to the crippling debt of the poorest countries of the world. Just as the first Christians were encouraged to trust God through their time of turmoil, so we must also trust him in facing the troubled situations in our world.

Persevere
The destruction of the temple reminds us of the transient nature of all the structures that get built around the people of God. What is important then? The final verse (v19) in today’s gospel reading is a call to stand firm in the faith. Don’t give up when the going gets tough. Times of trial are the times to trust in God and grow in faith. Through such times the church grows. 

Amazingly it was through the terrible persecution of the early church that the gospel spread throughout the known world. Tertullian truly stated, “The blood of the martyrs is seed” (Apologeticum, 50). 
So when difficulty arises, remain faithful to Christ. Be patient. Endure. Persevere. Be steadfast. Keep on keeping on - and receive the promise that you will win salvation and life. 


	Illustrations / Stories
	Detached observers
Ctrl+Click to go to a link which tells the story of the beginnings of the American Civil War. At Bull Run people took their picnic baskets out to watch the battle. They didn’t realise that this was a major conflict from which they could not remain detached.

Trouble comes

Trouble comes to all of us – but some of us have real difficulty seeing any hope beyond our own situation. Consider Eeyore...
“I make it seventeen days come Friday since anyone spoke to me.”
“It certainly isn’t seventeen days -”

“Come Friday,” explained Eeyore.
“And today’s Saturday,” said Rabbit. “So that would make it eleven days. And I was here myself a week ago.”

 “Not conversing,” said Eeyore. “Not first one and then the other. You said ‘Hallo’ and Flashed Past. I saw your tail a hundred yards up the hill as I was meditating on my reply. I had thought of saying, ‘What?’ – but, of course, by then it was too late.”

“Well I was in a hurry.”

“No Give and Take,” Eeyore went on. “No exchange of Thought. ‘Hallo – What’ – I mean it gets you nowhere, particularly if the other person’s tail is only just in sight for the second half of the conversation.”

“It’s your fault, Eeyore. You’ve never been to see any of us. You just stay here in one corner of the Forest waiting for others to come to you. Why don’t you go to them sometimes?”
Eeyore was silent for a little while, thinking.
AA Milne, The house at Pooh Corner (London: Mammoth, 1989) 147.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620
Be bold, be strong SIS 465, CMP 49; S1 38

Be still and know SIS 27; CMP 48; S1 48

Christ is our cornerstone HMB 702; WOV 344
Great is the darkness CMP 835; S1 136

Have faith in God S1 400

He gave me beauty for ashes SIS 144; CMP 213
He’s all I need SIS 2

I’m so secure S1 221

O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515

Praise the Lord, you heavens adore him MHB 13; H&P 15

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty MBH 64; WOV 28; CMP 564; S2 965

Salvation belongs to our God CMP 924; S1 443

Stand up and bless the Lord MHB 685; WOV 383; H&P 513; CMP 616
Strengthen for service, Lord WOV 317; H&P 626

Where the love of God is guiding  FFS 76

Wisdom far beyond our knowledge HIOS 157



	Prayers
	Prayer of thanksgiving
Lord God, we trust you 

and in you we are not afraid. 
You are our strength and our song, 

and you have given us victory.

With great joy, we drink deeply 

from the fountain of salvation. 

Our Lord, we are thankful, 

and we worship you. 
We will tell the nations 

how glorious you are and what you have done. 
We will sing your praises 

because you have done wonderful things 

everywhere on earth." 

 Sing, and celebrate the greatness 

 of the holy Lord of Israel. 
 God is here to help us

Based on Isaiah 12

All embracing God

your care for us surpasses

even a mother’s tender love.

Through your word and sacrament

renew our trust in your providence,

that we may abandon all anxiety

and seek first your kingdom.

We make our prayer

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Methodist worship book



	Children

	Rainbow

Make a rainbow (or get all the children to make rainbows)

You could draw it, or project it, or make one with scarves 

Or... you could make a real one by spraying a fine mist of water with a light behind.
Ask the children: “What makes a rainbow?” 
The answer of course is light (sunshine) and rain

Ask: “Do you like rain?” 

Some people do, but rain can be bad. It means we can’t play outside. If there is too much rain there is flooding and this can cause damage to property and people may even drown.

But rain is also good. We need it to make things grow – flowers and fruit and vegetables and grain.
Rainbows are a bit like our lives. There is sunshine and rain – happy times and sad times. Even the sad times, though can have a good side. Sometimes it’s in the sad times that we feel God close to us and grow in our understanding of him. 



	PowerPoint
	A collage of newspaper headlines
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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