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Sunday 12 September 2010
Lost & Found
Pentecost 16 – 56C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+ Click to follow links

	Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28 Jeremiah has a vision of the disaster to come: “The earth was barren... the sun moon and stars had disappeared.” Jeremiah 4.23
Psalm 14 It is foolish to ignore God. He is constantly watching us and takes sides with those who are obedient and humble.
1 Timothy 1.12-17 Paul expresses gratitude and praise to God for the undeserved kindness God shows to him. It is an example for others who will also believe and have eternal life.
Luke 15.1-10 Jesus responds to the accusation that he is too friendly with sinners by telling the stories of the lost sheep and the lost coin. 
If you are following the Season of Creation, this Sunday is flora and fauna Sunday. Resources can be found at www.seasonofcreation.com


	Introduction / Summary
	After a few weeks of grappling with some of the more difficult sayings of Jesus, we have one week where the theme is more straight-forward. It could be said that being lost and found is the central thought of Luke’s gospel. In Luke 19.10 Jesus is recorded telling the purpose of his mission: “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Today we look at the first two of a trilogy of stories about being lost and found. They are the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost sons. The third follows immediately and is often called the parable of the “prodigal son”, but unless we see it as being about two lost sons we miss a major part of the story. You may want to include the parable of the two sons (Luke 15.11-32) with this week’s theme, as the lectionary readings in this season skip over it and we go straight to the story of the dishonest manager (chapter 16) next week. 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	It is worth noting the inclusiveness of Jesus stories. The lost coin story takes place indoors and is about a woman. The lost sheep is an outdoor story about a man. The coin is lost nearby but the younger son is lost far away. The sons are lost though their wilfulness, the sheep though its foolishness, the coin through carelessness. 
How inclusive are we in our preaching? Do we speak only from our own perspective, or do we seek to include the perspective of children, youth, those with no church background, immigrants and alternative families? What about the perspectives of both those who are seeking God and those who are running away from God?
Two strangely diverse movies come to mind:

The Tigger Movie (2000) – Tigger has lost his family and gets lost himself in the process of trying to find them. His friends go to search for him and he is found in the love of his companions. There are some excellent clips in this to set the scene for a church service - eg Tigger wandering lost in the snow.

The Cross and the Switchblade (1970) starring Pat Boone and Erik Estrada (Chips) is an oldie but still worth a look. It tells the remarkable true story of the impact of the gospel in New York gang culture.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Give a ten cent coin to everyone as they leave the service (or purchase a bag of plastic coins and give them out.) Get everyone to put the coin in their pocket where they will find it during the week. Tell them that every time that they touch that coin this week to take it out and place it in their palm. Then reflect for a moment that we are found by God and that he holds us in the palm of his hand.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	The riff-raff were drawn to Jesus (Luke 15.1 tax collectors – Jews who were hated because they were considered to be traitors for collecting taxes on behalf of the occupying Romans, and sinners – the common people who had given up on keeping all the detailed Jewish religious laws). It was because the religious leaders were grumbling about this that Jesus told these stories about being lost and found.
Be found
We can all relate to looking for something that we have misplaced. “Where are the car keys?” “Have you seen my cell-phone charger?” We rush around the house looking on benches, down the side of the couch, desperately trying to locate the article that we’ve lost. What a marvellous picture of the grace of God and our value to him! God is concerned about us. He looks out for us because we rightly belong to him. 
It’s not just the “tax collectors and sinners” of Jesus’ day that are lost. People of every generation are like lost sheep. We nibble ourselves lost like a sheep looking for green grass. A few steps here to find security – over there for a comfortable standard of living – then a tuft or two of success and acquisitions. Head down, we wander through life without stopping to see the wider picture, or to ask “Where am I heading?” Intent on our own affairs, we become lost, wayward, weary and weak… until the Shepherd seeks us and replaces our myopic self-centeredness with his love. He is concerned that we be found. 
The stories of the coin and the sheep say that God comes to find us. His love is so great that he never gives up on us. As long as we live, he will do all he possibly can to bring us back to himself. Jesus was God’s sweep and search mission to find us and bring us back to God. In Jesus God comes among us “to seek and save the lost”. This is how Charles Wesley describes the mission of Christ:

            He left His Father’s throne above
So free, so infinite His grace -
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race:
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For O my God, it found out me!
Seek the lost
The religious leaders saw themselves as models of devotion and piety. They are the “righteous persons” that Jesus refers to in Luke 15.7 – which is a comment on how they perceived themselves, rather than how God saw them. They were self righteous. Jesus all but by-passed them to go straight to the poor and the outcast. 
The Shepherd’s heart is with the lost. He goes to seek them. How easy it is for our respectability to keep us from any significant contact with those that need to hear the Shepherd’s welcome. In our minds we turn the parable on its head and believe there is more joy for God over one person who remains righteous than the 99 lost who could be found. There is a hint of this in Elizabeth Clephane’s famous hymn, “There were ninety and nine that safely lay in the shelter of the fold…”  We might be asking too much of a detail of the parable to make a strong point but Jesus did say, “Won’t you leave the 99 in the wilderness and go and look for the lost sheep?” (Luke 15.4 - cf Matthew18.12 where the 99 are left “on the mountains”). They are not “safely in the shelter of the fold” at all!  
For us, who are part of God’s flock, it’s not about sitting safely in the church building and being pandered to by getting music and preaching according to our taste delivered to us week by week. The Shepherd and all those with his heart will be out seeking the lost! God’s heart is with the lost. He longs for a people with a passion to seek the lost.
Rejoice with me  (Luke 15.6 & 9)
A few years ago someone in Australia found the largest gold nugget ever found. The lucky finder sold it for $400,000. When a person finds a nugget worth $400,000 that doesn’t mean there is happiness in heaven as a result. It depends, I guess, on what the person does with the fortune. It may even cause a great sadness in heaven. But when a person is awe-stuck by seeing the Creator’s hand in a sunrise and praises God; or should someone come to God in prayer and ask for forgiveness and a new beginning; or when a woman boldly tells another of her faith in Christ… then a wave of happiness sweeps through heaven. 
God knows our potential. He knows the possibility that we have of fellowship with him. He misses us, searches for us, grieves at the loss of his treasure. We belong to him and are precious to him.

One person coming to God brings joy on earth and in heaven. In comparison with the 99 who are righteous, there is greater joy over one person who turns to God. The joy of God is in the lost being found. 


	Illustrations / 
Stories
	The Lost Coin in Context

Here’s a young Jewish woman in Jesus’ day who has a head dress made of 10 silver coins. The custom was for women to wear this to show that they were married (more or less like a wedding ring). The coins are in fact a dowry, a bride price, paid to her for her hand in marriage. They are only worth about a day’s pay each, but because people were poor, and excess was unknown, it may have taken years of scrimping and saving to amass her 10 coins. The head dress is truly hers... it belongs to her.

The law says, even if she gets into debt, no one can take her crown of 10 coins from her. It has a value beyond its monetary value. It speaks of romance - the time when she was newly united to her husband; it speaks of her identity - it is part of who she is. 

To her horror, one day she looks and where one coin was carefully sewn into the head dress there is now a gap. The stitching has come loose, and somewhere the coin has fallen out. She searches around the house for it - as a woman would search today for a lost engagement ring. Except for her it is more difficult - the Eastern home had a low door and a single circular window about 30cm across, or even no window at all.

In addition the floor was beaten earth covered in dried reeds and rushes. Even though she lit her little olive oil lamp, to look for a coin on a floor like that was like looking for a needle in a haystack. She sweeps the floor in the hope that she could see the glint of silver or feel something small and hard against the brush or moving in the rushes. It’s her most precious possession. She’s anxious, full of grief at her loss. Frustrated, she searches and searches. And then she finds it! She holds it in the palm of her hand. She calls her friends and neighbours and says, “Let’s celebrate! I’ve found the coin that was lost.”

Christmas in the Park

Most years I go with the family to the annual outdoor Christmas in the Park programme. There is always a big crowd, including lots of children. Inevitably some get separated from their families and lost in the crowd. However, somewhere near the front, not too far from the stage, they have a lost people tent. One year recently, according to the NZ Herald, there were 300,000 people in attendance at the Christmas in the Park in Auckland’s Domain.  So many kids got lost that they started running the names across the big screen of those waiting for parents and guardians to come and fetch them. “John Johnston 6 years old and his sister Mary 5 years old.” As the evening wore on it obviously became fashionable for twelve and thirteen year olds to go to the tent and try and get their names up on the big screen! The message for us is the same. If we are lost, we must put ourselves in the right place to be found. Allow God to find us.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31: S1 18
And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21
Blow through the valleys  FFS  6

Come let us sing of a wonderful love  MHB 314; H&P 691; CMP 94; S2 660
How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821
Jesus lover of my soul (Ezzy, Grul, McPherson) S1 290

Jesus lover of my soul (Wesley) MHB 110; WOV 139; H&P 528; CMP 372

Leftover people  HIOS 85
O love that will not let me go  MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685: CMP 515; S2 917
Tell my people I love them CMP 630                  

The king of love my Shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984
The Lord's my shepherd (Townend)  CMP 1008        

There were ninety and nine  MHB 334        

When our confidence is shaken  H&P 686 
You rescued me CMP 1020; S1 605     



	Prayers
	Calls to worship 
The Lord looks down from heaven
      on the entire human race;
   he looks to see if anyone is truly wise,
      if anyone seeks God.

Let us praise the Lord

      who blesses his people

Let us be glad, 

      and celebrate.
(Based on Psalm 14. 2&7)
Come to worship the Good Shepherd

Seek his guiding presence

Listen for his voice calling to you

Serve and obey him

Come as members of this community of his people

Support one another in love

Encourage and serve each other

And find strength here for the week ahead

Lost and found

Our gracious God

Thank you 

that you consider us worth the trouble

that you don’t give up on us

no matter how lost we be

Thank you 

that you sweep and search

that you find us and bring us back

into fellowship with yourself

Forgive us Lord 

for the way we wander off 

for our selfishness and lack of understanding

for our over-concern with the immediate and the temporal

for forgetting about your welcoming grace

Help us 

to hear you call

to be found by you

to sense your leading

to know your heart

For the glory of our Lord and Saviour

Amen



	Children


	Tell everyone that you have 10 coins. Get a child to help you count them out. Counting out loud you only get to nine! You’ve lost one. Get help to find it (pre-placed somewhere at the front of the church). Once found read the story of the lost coin from The Beginners Bible: Timeless Children’s Stories (Zonderkidz 2005) or similar.


	PowerPoint
	Sheep or coins
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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