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Sunday 11 July 2010
Generosity

Year C - Pentecost 7 – 47C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Amos 7:7-17  Amos’ vision of the plumb-line is a warning to the people of Israel that they are “out of line” and disaster awaits them.

Psalm 82  A psalm calling for justice and care of the poor and the needy.

Colossians 1:1-14  A wonderful prayer of thanksgiving for a people who have expressed the values faith, hope and love; and a prayer for the future of the church – that it express the will of God and the wisdom of the Spirit.
Luke 10:25-37  The well-known parable of the good Samaritan.



	Introduction / Summary
	There are so many ways to approach the parable of the good Samaritan and it’s familiarity makes it hard to find something “new” to say.  So, just to be different, we explore the theme of generosity, using the story as a tentative base.

Generosity is one of the great qualities that can breathe life into tired relationships, warm cold hearts and inspire new devotion.  It is also a very hard quality to sustain because it costs us.  To be generous we have to give something away, and we do not do that easily.  When it does happen though, you get the kind of celebration that Paul begins the book of Colossians with.  We are called to care for the poor, work for justice and stand beside the needy.  Without an attitude of gratitude we will not have the stickability to do this. 



	Broader / Personal Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	They say that if you have money in your pocket, money somewhere in your house and money in a bank account you are in the top 5% of the world’s wealth.  How does this change the way I view the world?

How generous am I really?  What area/s of my life best express my generosity?  Which area/s do I struggle to be generous in?

If you are a Phil Collins fan, listen to Another Day in Paradise a few times, or reflect on the words (see link below).  How do you respond to the words?  What do they mean for the church?  

Oh Lord, is there nothing more anybody can do 
Oh Lord, there must be something you can say 
  

	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Give each person a stone and cottonwool ball (from the $2 store) as they enter church.  During the gospel reading, invite people to hold onto the stone during those parts of the story when a hardness of heart is expressed.  Then, to swap to the cottonwool when softness of heart is expressed.  

Following the reading, lead a prayer that helps people to reflect on the times in which they have been cold to the needs of others (they hold the stone) and then ask for God to soften our hearts (they hold the cottonwool).  



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	From a very young age we use the word “Mine” – forcefully!  (I am sure that you have a story to tell about a child saying “Mine”.)  We develop a very clear sense of possession very early on in life, and it never really seems to leave us – we just hide it better.  We are, by nature, possessive creatures who do not easily give away what we have got.  And when we do, we often give within our comfort zones only.

Most of us living here in NZ are rich.  They say that if you have money in the bank, in your pocket, and somewhere at home you are in the top 5% of the world’s wealth.  We have more than enough to give, but, for some reason we seem focussed on accumulating instead of being generous.  To be blunt, we are often greedy – we just want more.  Jesus says that thieves come to steal, kill and destroy (Jn 10:10).  Greed robs us of good community.  Thieving builds insecurity.  Stealing destroys trust.  All this for what?  Sometimes a few dollars, or a handful of ice creams or a case of beer.  How strange we are!
However, our story also tells us that money, in the hands of good people, can make a difference in lives of those in need.  The Samaritan shows us the healing power of money.  He uses it to heal wounds, build relationships across a cultural divide and show an example of what God’s world can be like:  Life in all it’s fulness (again, John 10:10).  Money matters.  And it matters that money is in the hands of good people.   

Overcoming our inbuilt resistance to giving away the things we have is not easy.  Moving from “mine” to “yours” is an unnatural step that needs to overcome decades of conditioning.  However, generousity is one of the great characteristics of the saints and one of the most desperately needed attitudes in the church.  Not just in terms of money, but in terms of the way we live and move and have our being.  A generous church will thrive, because it will show grace in practical ways.

How do we develop generosity?

Firstly, we need to realise that we could lose everything in a moment.  It did not matter how wealthy, or connected, or powerful the traveller on the road was.  Once the thieves attacked him he could have died and everything he owned would have been left behind.  What we have is temporary, yet we put so much store on it.  

Secondly, we need to acknowledge that we easily ignore the needs of others.  Despite the fact that we are connected to one another by a common humanity, and that we are called to love our neighbour as an expression of the way of Jesus, we easily get caught up in our own world and in what’s “mine.”  We walk by on the other side of the road.  Not because we are evil, but because we are weak, and we have been conditioned to look after ourselves first.  The willingness to stop and help is fundamental to generosity and perhaps one of the greatest challenges of our modern world.  We think we are so busy, but the reality is that we chose not to stop and help.  What is “urgent” (and normally is about me and “mine”) takes the place of what is important (and is normally about me and you and our common humanity).

Thirdly, we need to build a sense that giving is an expression of grace.  

Random acts of kindness can change the world!  One action of reaching out can change the way people see each other.  Samaritans can become heros and Inn Keepers can become saints.  Generosity can offer the world another way to live.  Because “mine” is so basic to our upbringing, generous giving shows the action of God in our lives.  We cannot do this on our own.  We will always reset to “mine”.  We will always think “me first.”  Grace is unconditional love, and when I give, I express something of God’s heart for all people.  I express grace.

A “sermon-lite” that is fun to preach and works for all ages:
Describe the scene of the crime… Man, beaten on the side of the road.  CSI arrives with their high tech gear… 4x4’s, laptops, DNA kits etc (Oh – they didn’t have that in those days…) Ok, so CSI arrives on their donkey’s with their bottled water… etc

At the scene they discover 3 sets of footprints:

First set came from the bushes / rocks nearby – the thieves.  On the sole of the shoe were words that left their mark in the sand: What’s yours is mine and I’ll take it.  Seems to be written on so many hearts these days. 
The second set of footprints came down the road, but near the scene of the crime veered off to one side.  There were two different sets, but they had the same words:  What’s mine is mine and I’ll keep it.  The footprints of those who passed by on the other side.  So easy to look away – “It’s not my problem.”

The third set of prints came right up to where the injured man lay:  What’s mine is yours and I’ll share it.  The Samaritan, obviously.  The one who counteracts the senseless deed of violence with a random act of love.  The willingness to stop and get involved.
What is written on the sole of your shoes?  What is written on your sole?



	Illustrations / 
Stories
	Each night the farmer would pray with his son before the boy went to sleep.  Dad would often pray for the poor, especially those who were going to bed hungry.  He prayed that they would be blessed and that their needs would be met. One night, as dad switched off the light, his son said to him, “Dad, I wish I had all the corn stored in your barn.”  “Why?” asked the father.  “Because then I would answer your prayer.”

Going to the aid of others can be a costly exercise. The following story was reported by an Italian newspaper in 2001. A local motorist spent a good part of an evening in December 2001 literally glued to the road. He was driving from Milan to Pavia, when the truck in front of him smashed into a tree. Drawing his car to a halt he got out to check on the driver of the truck. Only he didn't make it that far. The truck had been carrying extra strong construction glue, and when it turned over the glue went flooding across the road. The helpful motorist and his car both got stuck to the surface. Fortunately he had a mobile phone and was able to call for help. It was some hours into the night before his rescuers were able to dissolve the glue and set him free!



	Music

Ctrl+Click to follow link

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Music

Phil Collins Another Day in Paradise   (Read the words)

Hymns

Kneels at the feet of His friends (Jesu, Jesu)  (WOV 61; H&P 145)

Now thank we all our God  (MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566)

O brother man (Gender friendly version on the last page)  (MHB 911; WOV 503)
O for a heart to praise my God  (MHB 550; WOV 476; H&P 536)

O Master let me walk with Thee  (MHB 600; WOV 522; H&P 802)

What does the Lord require?  (WOV 568; H&P 414)

God of freedom, God of justice (AA 50)

Take my gifts and let me love you (AA 127)

When we lift our pack and go (AA 153)

They stand in endless millions (WHV 32)

Who’ll stand as Christ today? (WHV 34)
Songs

Brother, sister, let me serve you (SIS 256; AA 8)

From heaven you came, helpless babe (S1 114; CMP 162)

I, the Lord of sea and sky  (S1 246; CMP 857)

Make me a channel of your peace (S1 348; CMP 456)

When I needed a neighbour were you there?



	Prayers
	A FRANCISCAN BENEDICTION:
May God bless us with discomfort 

at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships

so that we may live deep within our hearts


May God bless us with anger

At injustice, oppression and exploitation of people

So that we may work for justice, freedom and peace

May God bless us with tears 

To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war

So that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and 

To turn their pain into joy

And may God bless us with enough foolishness

To believe that we can make a difference in the world

So that we can do what others claim cannot be done 

To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 


	Children
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	Abbreviate/adapt the “sermon-lite” (above) as a children’s talk.



	PowerPoint
	Desert roads or open hands.  If you are using the “footprints” sermon then images of footprints in the sand would work well.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
O Christians all, fold to your heart your neighbour!

Where pity dwells, the peace of God is there;

To worship rightly is to love each other,

Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer.

For God, whom Jesus loved, has truly spoken;

The holier worship which He wants to bless

Restores the lost and binds the spirit broken,

And feeds the widow and the parentless.

Follow with reverent steps the great example

Of Him whose holy work was doing good;

So shall the wide earth seem our God’s new temple,

Each loving life a psalm of gratitude.

Then shall all shackles fall; the stormy clangour

Of wild war music o’er the earth shall cease;

Love shall tread out the baleful fire of anger,

And in its ashes plant the tree of peace.

(John Greenleaf Whittier 1807-92) alt.
5

